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John Abraham with the Toksook BayDay Dancers performspetforms at the Egan CentefCenter in Anchorage during the 30th annual Alaska Federation of Natives Convention

.

NNativetive OmnibusOmnibus-

hearings
Omnibus-

hearingshearings start atat-

AFN

at-

AFN

at
AFN ConventionConventionT-

heThe Alaska Native Omnibus Bill is stilJ-

in

stillstilJstill-

inin its early stages , but it got a lot of com-

ment
comcom-¬.-

ment and was one of the main issues ofof-

the
of-

thethe 30th Annual Alaska FederatFederationon ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives Convention .

The convention officially started onon-

Thursday
on-

ThursdayThursday , OOctt . 17 but worwork on the Om-

nibus
Om-

nibus
OmOm-¬-

nibus bill started on Wednesday with thethe-

first

the-

firstfirst hearing on the bill at the end of thethe-

Youth
the-

YouthYouth and Elders Conference .

The draft bill takes up the recommen-

dation
recommen-

dation
recommenrecommen-¬-

dation of the Alaska Natives CommissionCommission-

Report

Commission-

ReportReport , a3: 444-page444page444-paepae- $ rreport.p.ortport opot} tthee eco-

"nomicahda'kocial

eco-

eCpi.s

eco-

ormcancl
eco-eco-

, . -" ormcanclormcanclocial' ocialclal probleproblemsproblems ofpttjpfjlativeve Alas-

The

Alas-Alas- u
-eCpi.seCpi.s"nomicahda'kocialnomicahdakocial:? .. <? [ .Nat1tt( ..MJMJAlas-JAlasJAlasJj-

KallS
!

' ' ' ' 1-

The
1-1-,jKallSKans *. '' ff-

TheThe Omnibus Bill is in its infancy withwith-

aa timeline of several years before it getsgets-

to
gets-

toto its finalfmal version .

""II wantwant to stress this is the beginningbeginning-

ofof the legislative process ,
" said Rep . DonDon-

Young
Don-

Young R-AKRAK the conference .Young , -- to
The billqI is an attempt to confront thosethose-

problemS
those-

problems
those-

problemsproblemsproblemSandand h6whow best to deal with al-

le

al-

see

al-

see
al-al-

lesee OmnibusOm"ibusOmibus" on01J pgHe. 6:. ..



mnibus ... .

:ohol , jobs and provide for the villagevillage-

outh
village-

outhwithouth without letting the report gathergather-

ust
gather-

ustlustust..

All agree that there is a lot of work toto-

e
to-

ejee done on the billbilL-

"We're

.

""We'reWere' making a beginning , but I thinkthink-

evee have a lot of work to do ,
" said MikeMike-

Williams

Mike-

illiamsWilliamsilliams , Chief ofof.theofthe. the village of Akiak ,

estiryingestifying before Alaska'sAlaskas' congressionalcongressional-

elegation
congressional-

elegationlelegationelegation .

TheTtte billbiUbiUcallsbillcallscalls for more power to pros-

cute
pros-

cute
pros-

cute
pros-pros-

:cute alcohol-banalcoholban- crimes in the locallocal-

ommullity
local-

ommunity:ommunityommullity with the use of tribal courts ,

ut tribal courts aren'tarent' recognized , saidsaid-

illiams

said-

ilIiams

said-

illiams//illiamsilliamsilIiams .,

Williams also said Title 2 of the billbill-

gives

bill-

ivesjivesgivesives too much money to the for profitprofit-

orporations
profit-

orporations:orporations , saying thetheTillage\village\TillageTillage corpora-

ions
corpora-

ions
corpora-

ions
corpora-corpora-

ions know best how to administer thethe-

nds
the-

ndsundsnds "'"inin'in all areas .
"'

Other recommendations were to keepkeep-

red
keep-

red''redred tape ". to a minimum , expand com-

munity

com-

nunity
com-

unity
com-com-

nunitymunityunity development quota programs andand-

mpower=;mpowerpower the villages .

Highlights of the bill are that it callscalls-

or
calls-

or''ororor 50 percent Native hirhire on , any concon-

ruction
con-conon-

tru
on-on¬-

structionructionttru ion projectsprotects in NativeNative communicommunitiescommunitie-
snd

iesies-

ndIivefiatIiveindndnd 20 percpercentnt fiatfiat-

t

Native hire on anyany-

rojectsdone
anyany-

rojects)rojectsrojectsdonerojects-donerojectsdone_.- done on federal landJand .

CongressCgngress started Implimplementingmenting somesome-

f)f the commission'scommissions' recommendations byby-

appropriating

by-

pprQpriatingippropriatingpprQpriatingappropriating $$88 million for educaeducationonj; $$11$1-

'Jlion

$1-

Ilionnillion''JlionJlionIlion toward enrichment programs inin-

cience
in-

ciencesciencecience andandmath.andandmathandmathjandmath.andmathand. another $$22 mmillionmillion-

going

UonUon-

olngpingolnggoing; to preschool programs .,

The Omnibus bbilll is aimedafmed at endingending-

he
ending-

hehe ""cultureculture of dependence " that hashas-

la

has-

lajlaeuedla ed the Natives , said KitkaKltka .


