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by Jamie TannerTanners-

pec121

Tanner-
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Tanner-

special
I

specialspec121 to the Tundra TimesTime-

sTheThe U.SUS. . Fish and Wildlife Service andand-

the

and-

thethe Eskimo Walrus Commission signed anan-

agreement

an-

agreementagreement concerningconcerningwalruswalrus hunting atat-

the

at-

thethe Alaska Federation of Natives conven-

tion

conven-

tion

convenconven-¬-

tion on Friday .

The groups have agreed to talk to eacheach-

other

each-

otherother before makingmakingaccusatoryaccusatory state-

ments

state-

ments
statestate-¬-

ments on wasteful killing of marine mam-

mals

mam-

mals

mammam-¬-

mals , said executive secretary to the Wal-

rus

Wal-

rus

WalWal-¬-

rus Commission , Caleb Pengowiyi..

This agreement has been needed , andand-

informally

and-

informallyinformally followed since September afaf-

ter

af-

ter

af-af¬-
ter federal wildlife agents blamed ivoryivory-

poachers

ivory-

poacherspoachers in the death of dozens of wal-

ruses

wal-

ruses
walwal-¬-

ruses last summer , according toto-

Pengowiyi

to-

PengowiyiPengowiyi .
.

Native hunters were angered andand-

called

and-

calledcalled the accusation unfoundedunfouncedunfoundedandunfouncedand] andand-

unfair
and-

unfairunfair, said Pengowiyi .
. II-

TheThe Walrus Commission will workwork-

with

work-

withwith the NativeNativecommunity-'-communitycommunity'community to becomebecome-

more

become-

moremore self-regulatingselfregulating- and report any sus-

pected

sus-

pected
sussus-¬-

pected of hunting marine mammals ille-

gally

illeiIleille-¬.-

gally , according to the agreement..

FishFishandand Wildlife agents have agreedagreed-

toto consultconsultwithwith the Walrus commissioncommission-

durin
commission-

during--- during
d-
uringdurinduringduringanan investiinvestieationInvestigationation of sussusoectedsuspectedected illeiIleille-¬.-

galgalwalruswalrus hunting if the do not have aa-

suspect

a-

suspectsuspect yet..

The Togaik Natives persuaded thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Department of Fish and WildlifeWildlife-

Conservati

Wildlif-

eConservation'sConservatiConservation'sConservationsn'sns' Game Board to allowallow-

hunting

allow-

huntinghunting to resume in 1995 , to keep thethe-

subsistence

the-

subsistencesubsistence tradition ofofwalruswalrus huntinghunting-

alive

hunting-

alivealive .

This year'syears' hunt began on Monday ,

October 14 . The self-imposedselfimposed- quota of
10 a year will be divided by the sevenseven-

villages

seven-

villagesvillages represented on the QayQayassicQayassiqQayassiq-

Walrus
ssiqssiq-

WalrusWalrus Commission . These includeinclude-
Aleknagik

include-
AleknagikAleknagik , Dillingham , Manokotak ,

Togiak , Ekak and Clark'sClarks' PointPoint-

The

Point-

The

Point-

TheThe hunts are monitored by state andand-

federal

and-

federalfederal observers and a biologist.. Hunt-

ing

Hunt-

ing

HuntHunt-¬-

ing take place on Round Island , part 0o0-

the

o-

the

of

the Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary .

FriendsFriendsofof Animals , a national anti-

hunting

anti-

hunting

anti-

hunting
anti-anti-

hunting organization , has petitioned InIn-

terior

In-

terior

In-In¬-

terior Secretary BruceBtuce Babbit to stop thethe-

walrus

the-

walruswalrus hunt..

', "'"WeWe'We believe that the recent reportsreports-

over
reports-

overover the summer ofofwalruswalrus poachingpoaching-

inthe
poaching-

intheinthe Bering and Chukchi Seas makesmakes-

the

makes-

thethe sanctuary even more important now ,
"

saidsaidorganizationorganization president Priscilla FeFe-

ral
Fe-

ral

Fe-Fe¬-

ral..
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'The'The biggest threat too the hunters rightright-

now

right-

nownow seems to be the state budget.. TheThe-

legislature
TheThe-

legislaturelegislature madeinade budget cutScuts forfvi the sanc-

tuary

sanc-

tuary

sanc-sancsancsanc-¬-

tuary aimaimedd at management andandresearchresearch ,

said Dana Seagars , senior walruswaINs biolobiolo-biolo-

gist

biolo-

gist

-¬

gist forfot the U.SUS. . Fish and Wildlife Service .
.'

""WithoutWithout some money form the state ,

there may (not be any) observers nextnext-

year

next-

yearyear ,
". said Seagars .

State and federalfederal agencies and thethe-

Br

the-

BristolBrBristoltol Bay Native AssociationAssodation gatheredgathered-

enough

gathered-

enoughenough funds form ootherer sources to paypay-

for
pay-

forfor the observers this year . (c.vAfter battling allaU summer over thethe-

poaching

the-

poachingpoaching accusations , the Walrus Com-

mission

Com-

mission
ComCom-¬-

mission and Fish: and WildlifeWndlife officials areare-

happy

are-

happyhappy to agree to work ttogetherge er andd eduedu-

cate

edu-

cate

edu-edu¬-

cate the public on legallega1lega1andlegalandandandnandnohwastennohwaste-
ful

noriwaste-
ful

nori-waste-noriwastenoh-waste-nohtiwaste-
ful

ti-waste-tiwaste- -

fulfulwalruswalrus hunting , according totorepresen-

tatives

torepresen-torepresenrepresen-

tatives

represenrepresen-¬-

tatives from both organizationsorgan12ations .


