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fInIn the ,early morning of October 16161 ,

the radios tuned to KBRWK13RW 680 AM onon-

the
on-

thethe North Slope wentwentwentsilentsilent .

The villages of Atkasuq
..-
and

a-

ndand Wain-

wright
Wain-

wright
Wain-

wright
Wain-Wain-

wright and camps around PrudoePrudoe BayBay-

lost
Bay-

lostlost radio reception because ofofaa firefire-

in

fire-

inin the transmitter tower building forfor-

KBRWAM

for-

KBRWAMKBRW-AMKBRWAM- radio in Barrow .

""II was on duty before 7 a.mam. . andand-

saw
and-

sawsaw problems with our audio feed-

back
feed-

back
feedfeed-¬-

back . The audio manager , DonDon-

Rinker

Don-

RinkerRinker , called the airport and toldtold-

them
told-

themthem our tower lights were out ," saidsaid-

Jay

said-

JayJay Marble of KBRW'sKBRWs' news depart-

ment
depart-

ment
departdepart-¬-

ment.. Don went out to check on thethe-

tower
the-

towertower andandcalledcalledcalledmeme later , saying thethe-

transmitter

the-

transmittertransmitter building was on fire .
"

The towertowerVas\was\VasVas not damaged , butbut-

the
but-

thethe transmitter building was dede-

stroyed

de-

stroyed
de-de¬-

stroyed with its twotwolO,000twolO00010oO10,0001000010,000watt, watt trans-

mitters

trans-

mitters
transtrans-¬-

mitters (main and a backup) andandrerere-

lated
re-

lated
re-re¬-

lated electronic gear . An early estima-

tion
estima-

tion
estimaestima-¬-

tion for the cost of replacing thethe-

building
the-

buildingbuilding and the equipment is
$$250,000250000, .

KBRW was just about to start thethe-

"gavel

the-

"gavel""gavelgavel to gavel " coverage of the 30th30th-

Alaska
30th-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives Conven-

tion

Conven-

tion
ConvenConven-¬-

tion when the bad news hit the crewcrew-

that

crew-

thatthat was in Anchorage for the cover-

age

cover-

age
covercover-¬-

age .

""WeWe were going to send our engi-

neer
engi-

neer
engiengi-¬-

neer up , but (Rinker ) calledcalIed back andand-

aid

and-

said-,-saidsaidaidid not to bother ,
" said Steve Hamlin ,

aatistantaSsistantassistant generalgeneralFanagerFanagermanager for KBRW
,
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and thetheeditorofeditoreditorof,Wof thedie AFNFN coverage .
, ;"*jw"WeWeWe Ihavehaveive noo idea what caused thethe-

fire
the-

firesfirefiresfirej but thethe wholewhol buildingbuildingwas, ..wwwass elec-

trical
elec-

trical
elecelec-¬-

trical .., It waswas1was'+ purely ', ahan ,. accidentalOccidentalOccidental-

fire
cidentalcidental-

firefirefire/firefiresaid;/" said Barrow Fire Chief TomTom-

Opie
Tom-

OpieOpie .

""PlansPlans for rebuilding are alreadyalready-

underway
already-

underwayunderway . WhileWhile nothing is certain ,

Don is already making calls around ,

looking for equipment , " said Marble .

The transmitter plant will be rebuiltrebuilt-

inin four stages according tdto Rinker .

The first stage willwilt be to install a new ,

full power 10 kilowatt transmittef-
with

transmittertransmitteftransmitter-
with

"

with minimal operating equipment.. A-

temporary

A-

temporary
A

temporary building will house thethe-

transmitter
the-

transmittertransmitter . A new transmittertransmittr has alal-

ready
al-

ready
al-al¬-

ready been located at the manufac-

turer
manufac-

turer
manufacmanufac- ¬-

turer in Bangor , Maine .

The secondsecondstagestage includes the con-

struction

con-

struction
concon-¬-

struction ofofaa new transmitter build-

ing
build-

ing
buildbuild-¬-

ing which has not yet been designed .

During the thirdthirdstagestage , thdthe tempo-
rary

tempo-
rary

tempotempo-¬-
rary transmitter and allaU the equipmentequipment-
needed

equipment-
neededneeded to bring KBRW back to fullfull-

power
full-

powerpower will be installed . The newnew-

transmitter
new-

transmittertransmitter will then be installed intointo-

the
into-

thethe new transmitter building .

The last stage will be the removalremoval-

of
removal-

ofof the standby transmitter from ser-

vice
ser-

vice
serser-¬-

vice and to turn on the new mainmain-

transmitter
main-

transmittertransmitter ., The timeline for the opop-

eration
op-

eration
op-op¬-

eration is to be backbackonon air with thethe-

new
the-

newnew transmitter by Thanksgiving .

""WeWe are workingwordng! almost around thethe-

clock

the-

clockclock to make this timelinetimetine . EveryEveryoneEveryone-
is

<?nene-

isis working really hard ,
" Rinker said .
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partially
;,

partially fromfroptfrom insuranceinsuranceins1tance} , but somesome ofof.; ;
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the ,. fufundsd. ,""w1llw1ll,will
'

> havehave
_
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rraisedraisedised '
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IfIf\you\wishtoIfyouwishto'\'youyou'you.wishyou.wishyouwish'youwish,\\wishwish. ', to makemakea:,fa ' donationdonation<?nation ,

contact KBRW at POO Box 109 , Barrow-

AK

Barrow-Barrow,,.-'

AK 9972399723:,
,. or callcall.1-800call.1800call.1call1800,

.,1-800,11800l800478KBRW"in-
Alaska

l-800-478-KBRW"inl800478KBRW"inKBRWin- -478-KB'RW-478KB'RWKBRW478KB'RWin78-KBRW78KBRW-
' -"

inin-

AlaskAlaskaAlask or ((907)907) 85852-68185268185681L852-68118526811--681L681LL


