
#
. t .rr. ElderI r/QfllrQfll/0f0f-

Lile
.-
flr

f-lrrtrl1'f\trl1'ftrl1ftrl1'f1trl1'fI''\ "1 I V\VVlT\' ':lT< rl, _"", , \ ' ,
. " , ; "

' '
' . J t

,..a.L-a.L.a.LaL.a.L'I--LfLf.-:Lft, \'\tt'II_JZL, *_ .11*.:_ .:LJtfrk..AA /r . i.i-
tlneLilet TearIurlHrIViear'eilf'teilft, '', lor/MmlorMmI Ur.rlil'lUr.rlillUrrlill./ . ';TearIurlHrIVTina. ' . , . . , . , "

" "- I!> r'ilrilr'ilJ' \\JJ "" ). : \')JI'
,

Tina
,

eY R1Yf
+ '

"--II"<, )" 1
.

specialspda1 to thethe71mdm71mdmTundra7Undm Timed1'Imd1ImdTimes'Time-

sQuestion

.

Question : .w.patwpatWhat do you wantwantwantto
"

to dodo-

when
do-

whenwhen yduyou are 92 yeayears-oldyearsolds-oldsold- ? Answer :

Dance . Or at least that is what MattieMattie-

BodflSh

Mattie-

BodfishBodfishBodflShBodflShwouldBodfishwouldwould say .

MattieMattle Bodfish , at 92 , is the oldestoldest-

member
oldest-

membermember of the Wainwright Dancers ., SheShe-

was

She-

waswas announced as the firstrust ever recipientrecipient-

ofof the Elder of the Year Award at thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives conventionconvention-

onon Saturday .

Last year the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives decided to give the award . ThereThere-

were

There-

werewere 15 nominees this year ., Julie Kitka ,

president of AFN , announced BodfishBodflSh asas-

the
as-

thethe winner because ""sheshe personifies thethe-

very

the-

veryvery qualities of individual charactercharacter-
which

character-
whichwhich AFNAPN honors andandseeksseeks to foster inin-

the

in-

thethe younger Alaska Native generations .
"

To the younger generations , BodfishBodflSh isis-

known

is-

knownknown as Grandma . To others , she isis-

called

is-

calledcalled Aanavak , her InupiaqInupiaqnamename . SheShe-

has

She-

hashas raised 13 children , numerous grandgrand-

and

grand-

andand great-grandchildrengreatgrandchildren- , and is beginningbeginning-

toto help with four greatgreatgrandchil-
dren

great-great-grandchilgreatgrandchilgreat-great-grandchil-- - ¬-

dren .

At the AFN convention , Bodfish couldcould-

be

could-

bebe found with her best friend , NannieNannie-

Kagak

Nannie-

KagakKagak , 84 . Nannie , also an Inupiaq , saidsaid-

that

said-

thatthat Bodfish is very caring and is alwaysalways-

helping

always-

helpinghelping other people ., Mattie'sMatties' familyfamily-
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claims *ilheshehe alalsoaloo knows evervthinRevervthinR-

.about

everythine.-

about

everythingeverythineeverything.-

about
. -

....aboutabout ,the oldoldwaysways . ' I

AndAnd family she has withwitl1, over 70 grand-

children
grandgrand-¬-

childrenchildrennearly,
--nearly-nearly 125 great-grandchildrengreatgrandchildrengreatgrandchildren-

and

-

and ffourr
.
gregreat-greatgreatt-greattgreat- grandchildren .

As forfor Mattie , she prefers to talktalkaboutaboutabout-

her

about-

herher dancing . She refers to her dancing asas-

a

as-

aa language all her own . She says that herher-

dancingdancing is a way of telling others the stosto-

ries

sto-

ries
sto-sto¬-

ries and traditions of the Inupiaq peoples .

""TheThe most important thing to me is dancdane-danedanc-¬-

ing . I like to dance and 'I'llIllI'llnever' never stopsto-
pd

stop-

dancingddancingncing ."*'
-


