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' The consnderable -publicity
“and: conflicting’ reports’ on the
proposed pipeline from the North
"/ Slope to Valdez has cnused many
¢ Alaskans to ask, “What: i$ going

on?” Are the conflicting press re- -

il leases and' statements a result of

Makmg Proper Plpelme Plang "

political maneuvenng" To a mi-

nor degree this may, be true, but,
the, pipeline has  real problems
which 'no amount of polmcal

I maneuvering will solve. .

. There are mdxcaans that the
major oil companies involved in

the Trans Alaska Pipeline System |
have staggered blmdly into what :

could he the blggest fmancnal i

“boo-boo” since:the Ford Motor = .

Company manufactured: the ill-
fated Edsel. What has happened?

« ‘To" condense’ volumes: into a

smgle sentence—the big problem. '
‘that the financial moguls did not: '

realize, or on. which they ‘were

impfoperly informed, is, “What

-happens. when 'you; put a 160
degree pipe in frozen:soil or ice?” "
. Doubtless this problem can and '

* will be solved, but time and much

money will ‘almost. ‘certainly be
big factors in the solution.. "'
In the meantune, what does .

“ all of this mean to Alaska? The
 oil eight thousand, ‘feet below the .
surface at Prudhoe has been es-

ne of the largest
in the World.

"/Conservative  ‘estimates of ‘the

value of recoverable ‘oil 'in. the.
Prudhoe pools exceeds thirty bil-

. lion dollars-$30,000,000,000.00
But'oil in' the groqnd is.of no’
“.value to the ‘oil company, ithe

state and people of A.laska, or the )

. national economy.

‘The north slope il must be
moved toa place where:it can be

“ sold. /At this: moment the pipe-
‘line seemsto be the most t‘easxble din
'solution;” !
y papelme will -be built, but some -

Almost. .certainly ‘the . |

major ol ‘companies ‘are most

_likely going to be somewhat smar- |
"‘ter and’ consxdexably Eoom%y
- the time'it is complete

The fact that the pipeline was

'started with an amazing lack of !

knowledge ‘and that the end pro-

‘duct may be extremely costly is
“of considerable concern' to' all

Alaskans. The high costs of dril-
ling and producing oil'in the Arc- 5
tic coupled with a billion dollar

, “blunder” by. TAPS might con-

ceivably ‘make North Slope - oil
too. expensive to compéte on the

world market for many years'to, .-

come. If poor planning resultsin - -
multi-billion dollar pipeline deba- -
cle the loss wxll be: felt by every‘

Alaskan:



