Prestigious Groups Adopt AFN Cause

By JOHN BORBRIDGE
In recent months a nuniber of
large, ‘prestigious national organ-
izations have ‘adopted the cause
of the. Alaska Fe eratron of Na-
tives.

Labor umons rehgrous groups’

and civic institutions are formmg

a. coalition of support in' Wash-:
ington, D.C: and are bringing the:
land settlement issue to their lo-

cal - chapters throughout ‘the
country.

‘The support’ of the national

organizations for native Alaskans
highlights the fact that the issue
of an equitable settlement of the
Alaska Native land claims is one
affecting the conscience of the

entlre nation. i

'One of the first institutions to
take up the natives’ cause was the
National Council of Churches, as

reported in earlier editions of the:
- Tundra Times.

The  NCC ' includes 33’ de-

‘nominations  in  its membership - bill.

and represents 42 million peo-

ple.On December 3rd of last year:
“the General Assembly of the NCC

adopted . the’ followmg recom-
mendations: .

‘Be it -hereby resolved that
the General Assembly of the Na-
tional ‘Council of Churches sup-
port the equitable and: just set-
tlement: to be’ provided by afore-
mentroned legislatron, and urge
its member ‘‘communities and
their members to.make known
this {support to their: Senators

and' Representatwes in the U.S.

Congress :
“Since adoptmg the resolution,

the. NCC' staff in Washington::

has indicated its support. to the
AFN'S position. to. several sena~
tors on the Interior committee.
. In’ addition; it has’ briefed
other (religious groups and: civic.
institutions’on the problem; urg-
ing them to support the natlve
cause. -

A catholic orgamzatron in Chi-
cago called the National Catholic’
Conference for Interracial Justice

has " also’ lent its support to the
/ * ment question during the
Cal convention in May.

natives,
. This ¢ cathohc conference is

made up of 115 local chapters’
‘throughout the United States and -
has over 10,000 active mem rs,,g the,

who reachmany- times more
um\:hmug;rmel :
programs. . :
“the; Jan 1'C
magazine Comm mm, !
ference ran [: feal call

 its membership informed of de-
-yelopments  in: the Serate com:: .

“*is writing all 15,000 of its local

.tors and congressmen' in behalf
".of Jtistice for the natives.

‘which have indicated su

Congressronal delegatron relative
to. . the:
Claims. Visits were also made to

* just'settlement of fiative clarms
.The conference plans to keep

mittet through newsletters; and :
stands ready to assist throughout'
the stmggle for: passage of the

mondson, Democrat of Oklaho-
ma, ‘in ‘order to sense develop-

" ments'in the'House. Discussions
Another rellglous group, _the
American Quakers, Society of
Friends, has made a substantial
contn;)lrlrtxon to lobbymg for the-‘

1

Representatives ' indicate that

irated  “priority”’ 'by * Chairman
' “Wayne Aspinal of the House In-
‘terior and: Insular,-Affairs Com-
tee on national legislation, one of - mittee, 1o schedule ‘for. enact-
the - nation’s most respected lob- . ment of the ‘bill has;been pro-
byists whose purpose/itis to ‘‘win . posed -as of this date: However,
the :ascent-of reasonable minds™ ' ‘sources in: the House anticipate
for correct social and polrtlcal ' that less time would be required
action. i for the ‘ena tment ofi'a clarms
. The:Friends have VlSlted the il g
office of each senator on the In-'
terior committee on behalf of the of the Association on American
AEN’s position. /Indian: Affairs, and John: Bor-

Two national women’s groups . bridge, Jr. appeared for 30 min-
have taken an- interest in the na-' ut
tive Alaskan, position. The Gene- ' Whi
ral Federation of Women’s Clubs

Through the Fnends comrmt-

mor €

tin New York City. Mr. Borbridge
chapters throughout the country,
urging them to write their sena-
,pubhsher and editor-in-chief of

The League of Women Voters
has urged its ‘members to study
thel. issue .and. has invi

sey Clark to addres ak-  cerning background news on’ 'the
fast meeting on the land settle- ' Alaska Federation of fives
' the native land cla

. CBS News, from New York City

ther  national o

the Republican. Congressman of
Towa, ‘and Congressman Ed. Ed- .

2,000,000 listeners over WNCA'

aska, Native ..Land =

-emanating from the House ‘of

‘while natwe land claims has been ;

“Bill, ‘Byler, Executrve Director

“'and Mr. Byler accompamed Jus- i
itice' Goldberg in ‘a visit to: the -

Look Magazine regarding a possl- !
‘ble. article on ' the ‘claims issue. .

Mr also contacted Borbrrdge con-



