Two hundred and ﬁfty school
age: children in‘ the Kotzebue,
Nome and Unalaldeet areas were
.defined as sustaining’ s:gmﬁcant

hearing losses whxch may require

surgical repair of the earsas well
as medical maintenance: %
- This was learned: in a' joint
hearing Atesting! ‘program by the
U.S. Public Health Service and
the Alaska Depamnent of Health
and Welfa
/A plan has
for medical: or surgical repait of
- these children. It is planned as a
first priority to treat those child-
ren with problemsiin bol ‘

ears.
“Itisanticipated that this latter *
t&l) ‘child-
ren) will be repaired by the end.

group, (approximately
of lhe 1969-1970 school year.

This will anable them to com- .

bee cstabllshed-

glsts and one. otologist The test-. |

1ing team traveled to the more re-
mote areas: by Skldoo and hght
‘aircraft; 7

Alaska has the lughest inci~
dence of hearing loss in the Uni-
ted States, but the Alaska Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare and -
the: Public: Health' Service .con-/
-tinue to work on the problem to

salvage ithe” hearmg of Alaskan,‘
,chlld\'en S



