Lekanaof Interested
In Heading DNA

s "'Z.""f"'
A a Native $0CIO~
ﬂm,mmq"l "‘vﬂ( obuor’

Mnﬁny Ml\ lln Koimb«n B
groups were Robert Keupmm,:
. BLM-District Manager, Berfan,
Silcoek; ‘and’ BLM. townsite
iml'u George Sustufson.
“land .problem’ was
crcmd due 1o the, fact Kitze-
| bie is located on a peninsula;
‘end becauze 4 great deal of
vacant  land is bield in fed-
~oral withdrawals by federal
‘agencias, ' In| oddition when .
decbn fownsite ‘was. sur-




lom Elhllmo =on\mnnﬂy m.
villages cannot.
W&ﬂcc 3: find. lm fo
purchase.
"The.. meeting  was ium#
very fruitful by Willie Hensley,
of Kotzebue, ‘who indicated
that ‘additional land may be
wmycd for use mdd poulbly

"Flore Lekanof, chairman of -
the nwlly formed Alaska Fed-
) Anocw

partment of Nati
under certain .cond
was. offered fo hi
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the Tundra Times after rumors
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to be created early in’ the’
‘onﬁwmlnq legislative ses-
sion with the director having
commissioner status. A l:d
pcrll:ul support is expected.
<Y would. be intizasted in’
taking  the job if Governor
Hickle mlJ“ not resfrict the
commi ssioner; but would allow.
him to put into action ‘the de-
sires  of the native people
themselves,” . Lekanof said. .
41 belisve' the -person to
head the new post should not
be responsive 1o any political
party necessarily, but shouid
rather be- a servant. fo' the
native people and their needs,”
Lekanof informed. the Tundra
Times: 'He ‘added ‘that he
felt this wauld’ ot confiict
with. Govemor Hickle!s phil-
osphy because his very desire -
fo create thenew postseemed
to indicate his interest in the
areq. &30
fs! Jepartment of Native
Aftdirs will have to work ex-
fremely close.with the native
associations throughout the
state,”” . Lekarof ‘stated.
Lekanof ' said ‘he felt the
new depariment . should be
based on a-strong commi ssion
fo give policy guidance and
direction. He suggested that
individual native association
and the Federation of Native
Associations  Board should
be carefully consilted as to
the form and personnel of ﬂu
the new department.
*‘Under such an arrangement
} covld work effectively and
productively’ vmh the Hickle
administration,’’  he . :said,
. Liekdiiof has had. wide' ex-
perlmct throughout ‘the State
of ‘Alasky, having lived . in
southeastem, -, southcentral,
the: Aleutian areg,  Interior,”
and Northwestern Aldska. He
is curréntly ASCAP' coordina*
tor for ' Interior” Alaska; and
was recently elocted chairman
of the newly created Alaska
Fed of Native A

tions.

‘Lekanof was born on So
George. Island in_the. Pribi-
lofs, and went ta school at
Wrangell Insfitute, - He grad-
vated from Whitworth College '
in Spokane, Washingfor,  dn
lafer received a master's’ 8.-
greée' in. education from the
‘University * of ' Washingfon,

He -has ‘taiight thiee yedrs
in the Anchorage schéol sys-
_fem, 1wo yeors for the State,
and two years for the Bureau
of Indian Affniu in Norﬂlwu\‘
Alagka.
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¢ quf b pluy'd a l(cy
role fin “crecting: interest in
nativé  grovps to help the
peaple solve their
‘own - problems. ' He was a'
founding ‘member along with .
the late Nick Gray of the Cook '
Inlet ‘Native Association and
was i mv pmldam.. He
the Alaska "

ssociation, an

ccmm Advisory
of lndian’
hroughmn .
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