Leuer to Editor

Grond Cqmp

“Alaska Native ﬁrom-dwod y

.November 7, 1966
Dear Editor:

““Recently: | -have noud a
shatp tendency toward yolun-
tary segregation by our Native
populace, i.di; separate’ pol-

itieal | % otc, Inview of
our pas forts to gain equal-
ity, this' is dtplombla lhun~
fion. .

" There has 'even be:1 a sug-

gestion that a special depart:

ment be created on Narive, Af-

fairs. [ Our cm'connlmlqn kT

prohiibits . such efforts - and
rightly “so. ~ Any cabinet level
dopuﬂlnmt created for, " of

ggested for Natives implies
-melal Inhvlorlwwnd | do not

subscribe to that inference. °

Our problems dre of dn econ-
nmlt natore md ‘in some in-
stances orise’ because of
‘lack * of an udoqmm educa-
tion, . -

Our pmbhml can tn cor-.

tected ‘without  reference fo

rdace or 'ethnic. origin. - More
funds for. Rural Developmenit,
‘more funds for Econom!c De-
velopment, more funds for Re-
tional ‘High Schools, more
funds for Vocnﬂqnol Tr«lning.

~These. are a part-of the an--

swer, NOT' a- separation
cwu of race,

" Let me emphdsize that our

problems are not-of racial or-
igin, bt ewist bedoyze of o
lack. of an economic base in
the various villages. . The
change 1o /a wage ecorfomy
(laws are restrictive to a sub-
‘sisterice economy) without the
preparation: for this change;
‘creaies. the poor situatisng

that now confront our people.

These ‘problems can be mer
without . reéference . to race,
‘Why segiegafe our problems

and give them a racial over-

tone? - It will be a sorry day
in_the history of the State of
Alaska,if and when we uccept
ufvepuﬂon no maotter  how

| intentioned. the proposal.:
| can never accept it.

The Alaskan Native Brother-
hood: has been ‘a chumpion of
ALL of Alaska’s Natives;, and
has worked diligently in pur-
suit of objectives to benefit
our people; We strugdled for
yecrs to put the Equd Righu
Law on Alaska's Scok,
cause we would not .ohrah

gation and discriminati

w- as Natives, must re-
»mlmbu we are citizens, con-
tributing to" the developpent

and “progress 'of our. great -

state. ‘We have oblig u'lona
and ‘responeibilities.

with ‘these pllvilm-.v
must ledm to carry our luir
e af theledlhs

As “parents, ' we ‘must in-

still in our children the de-
sire attain educational 2oals.
We must see that they attend
school * regularly, - Get' to
~school on time. Do their
homework. . This may seem
mundane und unimportant, but

the pdttems. we establish

early inlife remain with us
for the rest of ‘our lives.
Let us maka ‘every effort to
become pod citizens, .'ever
edntributing ‘1o the welfare of
our state, Lt us nor encour-

age racial separation. Letus '
. ‘advance foqolhnf with ofher -

pnpla of 'm: great stdte.

Fratemally, .

" John Hope
Executive
Committes.



