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R.gRg(.Musk Ox Selective breeding-
Completed

BreedingBreeding-
CompletedCompletedCompletedatat University

ThThe. first selectJvselective,' breed-breedbreed-
mg

breed-
ing

--

ingmg programprngrlU1\prngrlU1prngrlU1In\ in a long-rlongrlong-rangelongrangelongrange-
proJPcl

longrange-
project

-
projectproJPcl tolo cdompsllcal.tdompsllcaltdomesticate' - - - - .' muskmusk-
oxm

musk-
oxenoxenoxm hawhas bibeen c'omplelpdcomplelpdcompleted' atat-

UJ
at-

thetheUJ(' UniversityUmverslty of AlaskaAlaskll .

TheTh, ' six-weeksixweek"Ix-wepk"IxIxwepk" - programpnwam) waswawasi-
umexl

"
aimedIllmxliumexl, at increasing11I'rt'H8l11g11IrtH8l11g( ' ' theth ,. BISllsizesize-
of

>'
ofofIlofaaIl presentprp t<;>nl 32-ammal32ammali2-81l1mrui281l1mru32-mumalmumal: - herdhprdhprd-
Imd

herd-
andandImd at developingdeveloplllg anart animalammalammal-
that

animal-
thatthat will lxIJ.he>. moremow dociledocllp andImdand-

ion1

Imd-
pnldu

and-
producepnlduproduce( p molmoreion1" wool .

ThfThe. . ..' pnl'dpnldprotect,, . ,jject)!' IH.ssis. aidedmdpd lInbti> \ aIlI-
lgroot

a-
grantgrantgroot from thethp Kellogg FoundVound-VoundFound-Vound-
atlOn

Found-

ation

-¬-

ationatlOn . A herdherdofof approximaapproXlmlapproxima-approxima-
tely

¬-

telytel y 100 muskmuskoxellmuskoxenoxenoxell is theththe-
project's

,.
project'sprojectsproJecl'sproJecls' goal - thethl' firstfirst-
stepstep in (,creatingreating a woolwwoolininin-inin-
du

¬-' ealleallseallmeallw: m: II :'dustrydu stry "'forforfo'rfor Alaskans nativenative-
people

,

peopleIoopll( ' .

The muskmuskoxenoxen produce nIlaI-
lfillf

a-
finefinefillf' ,. soft80ft80ftllnderwoolunderwoolllnderwool ,. calledcalled-
qlvlUl

called-
giviuLqwiutqlvlUlgiviuL.. It isis-
by

acknowledgedacknowledged-
byby textiletpxlllp expi'xperlsxperlsexperts( ' loto, Ixhe, ' onponeonp-
of

one-
of

.. .

of the finestfim > st fibersfl bers inIII theththe-
world

.
world andandISis valuedvaluedatat aboutaoout

$5050$ :;0 per pound .

Ai\i\full-grownfullgrownifullgrown- muskmumuskoxsk ox0" shedsshedshedsf-
rom

!.
from threethret, to sixHIX pounds ofof-
QIVIut

of-
epviutqjvmtQIVIutepviut annuallywmually . SinceSmcp theththe-
animals

.
animalHammalsanimals are nativenallv" to theththe-
arctic

.
arcticarcttc andandreqUlrandrequirerequirereqUlr!' onlyonl y mini-minimllll-mllllmini-

i
mllll-

mal
mini-

mal

-

malmalcmalearei

ceareafte! , thpthen (
,

qlvmqIViutgiviuf ( cull1I11ldcouldl1I11l-
dsupply

could-

supply

,, , |

supply. . ,, ,, . ., aII steadyBtelldy incomeIIlmmp withWIt-
hvel

with-
veryvervelvery)> litUelittle outlay , project of-ofof-

il

of-
fielal

of-
ficial

-
fielalficialil notenou '.

Onceice the1111' project isIH comcom-com-
peted

com-
pleted

¬-
pletedpeted! and the herdherdIherdisisI R up toloto-

desired., desired size , nativeIIl1tlve groupsgroUPHgroups-
wouldwouldwo ld be able tolo borrowoornlw breed-breedbreed-

to
bree-

dl
breed-

ing

--

lingiI slockstock totoestablishestablish theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown herdss .

They later wouldwOI1dwould[ repay thethe1-
1

the-
loan10001loan' -1111- " withWIthaa likelikp number ofof-
calvl'8

of-
calvescalvl'8calvl8calvesves'.. The operationoperallon wouldwould-
Ix

would-
bebeIx> similar to the system usedused-
lo

used-
totolo develop thethl' reindeerremdeer inIn-In¬-

dustry in northern Alaska .

John, Teal , muskmuskoxox projectpmjectpmject-
supervIsor

project-
supervisorsupervisor ,. listsII BtH theseth'HtthHt,' ' desirdeslr-deslrdesir-deslr-
obI

desir-
able

-¬-
ableobIeobI e chcharacterlcharacteristuStH a. ofofIIofaIIa dom-domdom-
esue

dom-
estic

-
esueestic musk ox' hlhhigh!( woolwool-
produetlOn

wool-
productionproduetlOnproduction , I'arllIarllI'arlllIIaturityearl' N lIIaturitymaturity .,

IweIarge!( 'ILiAILiAviz' '' and favornbllfavorable ' t.mp-t.mptemp-tempt.mp-
prlU1'I1l

temp-
erament

. -
prlU1\'I1lprlU1'I1lI1lerament\{' ..

"oror"'oror' thlthe' brhngbreeding", . , IlroJramprogram{ ,

two hullhulls" wewere. "clPl'u-d"clPl'uclPludselected" ' - forfor-
HI

for-

sireHi/.eHi.eHi.eesireHI-HIHIand/'-. " and temperaraitemperlU1\enttemperlU1enttemperament\ . NoNo-
quanlltallve

No-
quantitativequantitativequanlltallve figureliganfigures' ' werwerewere-
available

, >

availableavoolablo forfnr wool production .
Each bullbullwaswas given aII haremhnremhnrem-

of
harem-

ofof SIX cows wIdandwIdI'llchandeachnd eachI'llchIllch' groupgroup-
then

group-
then

group-
thenthen waswaR put inIII a specialSjlPCI aI pen .,

Previously , thethl' bullsbullH andand-

cows
and-

cowscows had beenbeell kept separatedCparllted'! .

HerdsmanHerdsmall Terry HallHallrerere-rere-
ported

re-
ported

-¬-
porterported ! thatI1lal when the normallynormall-
ycasIlyhandled

normall-
yeasilyhandledeasily-handledeasilyhandledcasIly-handledcasIly- bulls acquiredaeqUiredaeqUired-

theIr
acquired-

theirtheir haremsharemH , they untunCuni'rwentunirwentuni'rwent-
a

;!>,.Twr'rwentrwent-
a

*

a marked personality changechangl'.

The bullsbullH immediately bebbe-bebe-
came

.-¬

camec8l11e protectiveprotectlvt' andandwerlandwerewerlwere' notnot-
8S

not-
as8Sas cosIlyeasily hoodledhandled. ThlThe' herd-herdherdi-
nK

herd-
ing

--

inginK techniquetechnlqul' ,. wwhIch prl'vprlvprevious-previousprevious-
ly ' ouH-ouHouH-

Iy
-

lyIy had consisted'onslstedonslsted(' of merelymerely-
getlm

merely-
gettinggettinggetlm!( behindbehmd the animalsanimals-
wul

animals-
andandwulwulshoomgandshooingRhoomgshoomgshooing them along , hadhad-
to

had-
toto behlhe' revised ,. HallflailHallsoodflailsaidsaidsood .

TheTh, ' bulls would not allowallow-
Wlvunl

allow-
anyoneanyoneWlvunl' tolo approachapproaeh their harhar-har-
ems

har-
ems

-¬-
ems andandvehIclesvehicles had to behphehp-
UBtJd

he-
usedusedUBtJd for herdingherdmg .

ThisThl " behavior, accordingaccordltl !( toto-
Hall

to-
HallHall ,. is completely normal .

HeIII' explainedexplwned that any bullhullhull-hullhull-
from

hull-
from

-

from a domestic breedbreedofof0fatofcabf cab-cabcab-
tic

cab-
tie

( at-atat-
tIe

--

tictIe actsaels the sameSW1\eSW1e\ waywl\YwlYwiry\.

"AsAs".As a mattermalter of factfaet ., " hehe-
remarked

he-
remarkedremarked , "oneone" ofofourour otherother-
bulls

other-
bullsbulls managed.tomanagedto;ed.toedto., open a gategate-
RI1d

gate-
andandRI1d get inm a pen withwIthoneone ofof-
the

of-
thethe harems ., Hefie defeateddefealed thethe-
bull

the-
bullbullbullofof thelhe haharem , looktook over

controlcontrolandand withwIOllnwithin a matter ofof-
hours

of-
hourshours becamebeCIU1\PbeCIU1P\ vvery proleellveprotective .

When wew " retunreturned hIm loto hIshIs-
pen

his-
penpen , heIw switched biback totar IllshisIlls-

nonnal
his-

normalnormalnonnal behavior. "
At thethl' conclusioncon'luSlOncon'lconl!'uSlOn of thetiltthe-

breeding 'breedinghreedml( program ,. thethl' bullsbuiltbull ",
and8IId8IIdmWHandcowscowsmWH againagwn werewen' separaBeparn-Beparnsepara-Beparn.-

d
separa-

ted
¬-

ted(,.dd. . TheThl' reunionreUIllOll withWI th theirtht'lrthtlrtht'lr-
comradeH

their-
comrades

'
comradeHcomradeslies , accordingaCt'OrdlllgaCtOrdlllg' tolo Hall ,

was not exactly joyful ..

BothRothth theUIC bulls and thethl' cowscows-
waged

('OWOW' "
waged fights for group "leadlead"IPad"lead-"II"lead-
ership

" Pad-PadPad-
Ershlp

-¬-
ershipErshlp . "

For thethl' bulls , thethl' fightingfightllllfighting-
was

(
was a ritualritualceremonyceremony of butbut-butbut-
bng

but-
ting

¬-
tingbng heads . The bullshullshull s wouldwould-
hack

would-
backbackhackhackof'fbackofToffof'fofT', facingfacmg oneom' anotheranother-
and

another-
andand shakingshalung their headshpads.

When the distance betweenbetween-
them

between-
themthem was aboutloout! 20 feet.,, theythpythpy-
would

they-
wouldwould charge fullfullspeedspeed andand-
hutt

and-
buttbutthutt heads . This ritualrltulll wouldwould-
continue

would-
continuecontinue untilunul oneon " bullballbballwouldllllwouldwouldwould-
gIve

would-
givegive up and go away .

The cowseows , HallHIIlIHIIlIsaidHallsaidsaid ,. disdis-disdis-
played

dis-
played

¬-

played more temper inIII theirtheirf-
ighl1ng

their-
fightingfightingfighl1ng . One cow would buttbutt-
another

butt-
anotheranother behindbehllld the shouldersshoulders-
8IId

shoulders-
andand8IId push the other 20 or HO:101030:1-
0feet

30-
feet

:

feet. The combat would gogo-
back

go-
hackhackback and forth untilunl1l oneOlll' coweoweow-
gave

cow-
gavegave up thethfthe! pushingpIIshmg .

HoweverHowl'verHowlver' , everythingeverythi'1geverythi1g' INIS nownow-
hack

now-
backbackhack tolo normal atal thetile muskmuskoxoxox-
farm

ox-
fansfarmfans .

The animals will behehhe-
watched

.
watched throughout the winterwillterwillter-
Md

winter-
andandMd projectproj eel officials hopehopphopp-
that

hope-
thatthat next springspnng the herd willwIll-
MOW

will-
showshowMOW a sizableSl zable increasemcreasp .


