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"

INFORMATION
NOTE : This ,.

is the first ofofaof-
series

of-
series

a
series ofofarticksofarticlesarticlesarticks relating to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Area Native Health SerSer-Ser-
vice

Ser-
vice

¬-
vice and its systemI1stem ofofservicesservices..
It is hopedhtJPed that by providingproviding-
this

providing-
thisthis informationinformat andandexplainingexplainingexplaining-
some

explaining-
somesome ' of the major policies andand-
1J.rograms

and-
programs1J.rograms1Jrograms.programs,, , thethenativenative peopleopk inin-
alaSka

in-
AlaskaAlaska wiUwill bebebetterbetter)letter informedinJormedinJormedofinformedofofof-
the

of-
thethe programs'programs' whichwhicheffecteffect thethe-
delivery

the-
deliverydeliverydeliveryofof healthhealthservicesservices to thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople and therebytherebymoremore fullyu.UyuUyu.Uy-
participate

[. llylly-
participateparticipate andanduseuse the differentdifeventdifferent-
aIIailable

dif eventevent-
availableavailableaIIailableaIIailableresourcesresources.. Thisrh firstfirst-
article

first-
articlearticlearticlewillwillwillSeprovide a generalgeneral-
overview

general-
overviewoverview of theSeSeathe healthhealthcarecare pnpropro-propro-
gram

-.>,

gram... Future articles wiUwillwilladadad-ad-
dress

ad-
dress

¬-

dress themselves to suchsuchsubjectssubjectssubjects-
asas native boardsboardsofofof health , concon-con-
tract

con-
tract

¬-

tract healthhealthservicesservices programprogogramram ,
direct hospitalhospitalandand field healthhealth-
programs

health-
programsprograms , thetheuseuse ofofalternatealternatealternate-
resources

alternate-
resourcesresources of healthhealthCarthealthcarecareCart! suchsuchasasas-
various

as-
variousvarious kinds ofhealth insuranceinsurance-
and

insurance-
andand information on specific serser-ser-
vices

ser-
vices

¬-

vices within the system suchsuchasasas-
pediatrics

as-
pediatricspediatrics , maternalmatermaternalandal andandchildchildchild-
health

child-
healthhealthhealthcarecare , and41Jd41Jderwironmentalandenvironmentalenvironmentalerwironmentalerwironmenta-
lhealth

environmental-
healthhealth..

Organized health services forfor-
Alaska

for-
AlaskaAlaska Natives did not existexist-
until 1914 , when the Bureau of

EducationEducatio" of thethe'I'II' 'U.SU.SUS' .. . DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-
ment'giventhisof the Interior waswas '-given

g-

iven'givengiven'given-
thisthis charge . Prior to that time ,
what care was given

',
was throughthrough-

missionaries
through-

missionariesmissionaries , a few military'military'

gargar-gar-
risons

¬.-
risons , ships in AlaskaAl ska, and mostmost-
of

most-
ofof the traders found in thethe-
larger

the-
largerlarger Native communities..

The firstfust structured system ofof-
medical

of-
medicalmedical care for Alaska NativesNatives-
was

Natives-
waswas established in 1931 whenwhen-
responsibility

when-
responsibilityresponsibility wasas shifted to thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of'of' Indian Affairs.. DuDu-DuDu-
ring

Du-
ring

¬-
ring the periodperiddofof time from
1931 to 1954 ,. government hoshos-hos-
pitals

¬.-
pitals were built at Barrow ,
Bethel , Kanakanak ,. Kotzebue ,
and Tanana .. Medical centerscenters-
were

centers-
werewere also established in MtM t .
Edgecumbe and Anchorage . OutOut-
of

Out-
ofof the total 959 hospital beds ,

617611 were classified as tubercutubercu-tubercu-
losis

tubercu-
losis

¬-

losis beds .

On July 1I , 1955 , the ConCon-Con-
gress

¬.-

gress charged the U.SUS. . PublicPublic-
Health

Public-
HealthHealth Service with the responresponsiresponsi-responsi-
bility

$¬.-
bility for conserving the healthhealth-
of

health-
ofof the Indian and Alaska NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople . The Indian Health SerSer-Ser-

vice

¬.-

vice was re-organizedreorganized--- for thisthis-
task

this-
tasktask and the Alaska Area NativeNative-
Health

Native-
HealthHealth Service was structured

totOItOIcarry(
carry out the ', mission ininin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaska-Alaska.In.- .InIn. In order to provideprovide-
compreh

provide-
comprehensivecomprehensivecompreh nsive health care toto-
the

to-
thethe 55,00055000, Alaska

,
Natives , thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative Health ServiceSeric has geogeo-geo-
graphically

geo-
graphically

-¬

graphically organized the statestate-
into

state-
intointo seven service unit areas..
The service unit headquartersheadquarters-
with

headquarters-
withwith hospitals are located atat-
Mt

at-
MtMt.. Edgecumbe , Anchorage ,, KaKa-KaKa-
nakanak

¬.-
nakanak , Bethel , Kotzebue , TaTa-TaTa-
nana

Ta-
nana

¬-
nana ,. Barrow and a small hoshos-hos-
pital

hos-
pital

¬-

pitalpitalonon St. Paul Island .

providinghealthIn additionadditJon to providing
health servicesservces directly at thesethese-
hospitals

these-
hospitalshospitals and in the field , thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNativeengagedinHealth Service is engagedengaged-
inin contracts with the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska and private. medical clicli-clicli-
nics

cli-
nics

¬-

nics and other health providersprovidersthroughoutthroughout other parts of AlaAla-Ala-
ska

Ala-
ska

¬-

ska where Native health facilifacili-facili-
ties

facili-
ties

¬-

ties are not located .

providinghealthIn addition to providing
health services to Native people ,
these services are also availableavailablavailable-
to

*

to non-nativenonnativenon.nativenonnative-. residents locatedlocated-
inin those rural areas of AlaskaAlaska-
where

Alaska-
wherewhere jherehere!,(here are not private facifaciofaci-facio-
lities

faci-
lities

¬-

lities or clinics .

The program is administeredadministered-
by

administered-
byby the Director of the Alaska

Area , who with his-hishisIhisstaffI-! staff ofof-
health

of-
healthhealth professionals and adminiadmini-admini-
strative

¬.-
strativeheadquarteredinspecialists headquartered
insupporttoAnchorageAnchot'ageAnchotage' , provide support
to the seven service units enen-enen-
gaged

¬.-
gaged in rendering service to thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople .

i, The hospitals serveserve as thethe-
service

the-
serviceservice unit headquarters andand-
hub

and-
hubhub from which services radiateradiate-
to

radiate-
toto allaU of the Native communitiescommunities-
within

communities-
withinwithin its geographic boundaries .
The composition and size of thethe-
staff

the-
staffstaffstaffatat each service unit variesvaries-
according

varies-
accordingaccording to the population serseraser-sera-
ved

ser-
ved

¬-

ved and its .needsneeds., .. Each serviceservice-
unit

service-
unitunit provides general medicalmedical-
health

medical-
healthhealth services, and preventivepreventive-
services

preventive-
servicesservices , including environmentalenvironmental-
health

environmental-
healthhealth services..

The Anchorage Service unitunit-
includes

-

includes the 276-bed276bed-- AlaskaAlaska-
Nativ

Alaska-
NativeNativNative? Medical Center

'-

which
w-

hich
'-

whichserves
'

whichwhich-
servesserves as the referral center forfor-
complicated

for-
complicatedcomplicated cases from otherother-
Native

other-
NativeNative Health Service hospitals .

A full range ofofspecialtyspecialty servicesservices-
isis provided and the staff travelstravels-
regularly

travels-
regularlyregularly to the field hospital ,

to conduct specialty clinics...
As the health level of thethe-
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Native Health . . .
( Continued from page 5)55)-

people
5)-

people
5)-

people
)

emphasishaspeople has Improved , emphasisemph sissis-

hashas shifted from the hospitalhospital-
setting

hospital-
settingsetting to the village level..
Healthregularlyvisitprofessionals regularlyregularly-
visitvisit villages for the primaryprimary-
purpose

primary-
purposepurpose of providing preventivepreventive-
services

preventive-
servicesservices.. Each of the 156 NaNa-Na-
tive

¬.-
tive villages has at least oneoneone-
resident

nene-
residentresident community health aideaide-
who

aide-
whowho is trained to provide basicbasic-
health

basic-
healthhealthhealthservicesservices under the remoteremote-
supervision

remote-
supervisionphysicianbasedsupervision of ihethe physician
based at the service unit hospital .

As will be explained in moremore-
detail

more-
detaildetail in a futurefutqre article , thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative Health Service has also ,

during the last several years ,

begun to formally involve thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people in ' the provisionprovision-
ofof health care services throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe formation of seven serviceservice-
unit

service-
unitunit Native

, Boards of health andand-
an

and-
anAreaananArea, Area boardbordboard of healthealth . TheseThese-
Bo

These-
BoardsBoardsBo rds meetmemeett with the adminiadmini-admini-
strative

¬.-
strative staff to help plan , design ,
implementimplenien and evaluate the syssys-sys-
tem

sys-
tem

-¬-

tem ' of services . Future articlesarticles-
will

articles-
willwill attemptattempt to provide an explaexpla-expla-
nation

¬.-
nation of the system of directdirect-
and

direct-
andand fieldfaeld health services and alsoalso-
the

also-
thethe contract health caretare programprogram-
which

program-
whichwhich also provides services toto-
the

to-
thethe Alaska Native people .


