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WASHINGTON
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WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , DlC-Intro-DlCIntroDC-Intro-DCD.C-Intro-D.CIntroD.CDlCIntrod-

uction
DCIntrod-

uction
D.CIntrod-

uction
:. .- -

duction of Alaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Amendments
Claims-

AmendmentsAmendments in the House andand-

Senate
and-

SenateSenate have created such controcontro-contro-
versy

contro-
versy

¬-

versy and confusion that oneone-

might
one-

mightmight conclude the land claimsclaims-

issue
claims-

issueissue wasn'twasnt' finally resolved byby-

Act
by-

ActAct of Congress intn December .

After Congress went backback-

into
back-

intointo session two weeks ago , InIn-InIn-

tenor
In-

terior
¬-

teriortenor Committee ChairmanChalrmaIlChalrmaIl-
Wayne

Chairman-
WayneWayne AspinallAsptnall introduced legislegis-legis-

lation
legis-

lation

¬-

lation in10 the House of RepresRepres-Repres-
entatives

Repres-
entatives

¬-

entatives to amendaInend the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative ClaimsClauns Settlement Act..

'TheThe"The'" purpose of the billb1l1 isI-
Sto

is-

toto correct a number of minormInor-

errors
minor-

errorserrors that occurred because ofof-

the
of-

thethe haste in10 which the AlaskaAlaska-

NalIve
Alaska-

NativeNativeNalIve Claims Settlement ActAct-

was
Act-

waswas enactedenactedImmediatelyimmediately priorpnorpnor-
to

prior-

toto adjournmentadadjournmentournment
,

of the FirstFustFust-

SessIOn

First-

SessionSession , stated an explanationexplanatiotlexplanatiotl-
prepared

explanation-
preparedprepared by the staff of Aspin-AspinAspm-AspmAspin-

all's
Aspm-

all's
Aspin-

all's

-

all'salls'' committee .

"TheThe" errors were . (1)1( I)I ) TypingTypmgTypmg-
or

Typing-
oror proofreadingproofreadmg errors , (2)2( ) InadeInade-Inade-

quate
Inade-

quate

¬-

quate cross-referencescrossreferences- inm some ofof-

the
of-

thethe sections , (3)3(3)IOternai(3)internal( ) internalIOternai inconmcon-mconrncon-rncon¬-

sistenciessIstencles , and (4)4( ) IncompleteIncomplete-
provisions

Incomplete-
provisionsprovisions ,

" continued the rere-rere-

port
re-

port
¬-

port..

Shortly after the AspinallAspinall-

Amendment
Aspinall-

AmendmentAmendment was introducedIOtroduced inin-

the
in-

thethe House , another Alaska Na ¬.

tivetlve Claims amendment waswas-

tntroduced
was-

introducedintroducedtntroducedintroducedinm10in the Senate byby-

Senator
by-

SenatorSenator Ted Stevens .

"II" have proposedproposeddnproposedanandn amenddmend-dmendamend-dmend-

ment
amend-

ment
¬-

ment to authorizeauthonze thethetheadvance"' advanceadvance-
of

advance-
ofof 12.5125. millionmIllton dollars to regionalreregiona-
lcorpotatiuns

onalonal-

corpOlatluncorporationscorpOlatluncorpotatiunsvtllJgesthiSanddnd Native villagesvtllJgesvillages-
thisthis year.. Half of this moneymoney-
would

money-
wouldwould go to villages , butbitb t onlyonly-
to

only-
toto villagesvIIIges: that the census hashas-

cerl1f
has-

certifiedcertifiedcerl1fedcerl1fed without any doubt asas-

havmg
as-

havinghavinghavmg met the population rere-rere-

qUlTements
re-

quirements
¬-

quirementsqUlTements of the Act ,," StevensStevens-
stated

Stevens-
statedstated .

"II" wanted the corporationscorporations-
toto have money with which toto-

orgamze
to-

organizeorganizeorgamze . No attorney fees couldcould-

be
could-

bebe paid out of that first 12.5125. milmil-milmil-

hon
mil-

lion
¬-

lionhon . 1I thinkt/unktunk/ we will be successfulsuccessful-
inin gettinggettmg the money advanced ,

possibly by late AprilApnl ,
" addedadded-

the
added-

thethe Senator ..

The StevensStevem and AspinallAspinall-

amendments
Aspinall-

amendmentsamendments don'tdont' appear toto-

have
to-

havehave muchmuchinin common . The rere-rere-

latIOnshIp
re-

lationship
¬-

lationship between the two billsbIllsI-

Sis more easily understoodunderstoodafterafterafter-

exammatlon
after-

examinationexaminationexammatlon of differencesdlfference bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween proceduralproceduralrulesrules of thethe-

two
the-

twotwo bodies of Congress .

In the House , unless a piecepiece-
of

piece-
ofof legislationleglslalton is regarded as aa-

purely
a-

purelypurely technicaltechmcaltechnicalamendmentamendmentaInendlTJent dede-dede-

vOid

de-

void
¬-

voidvOidofof substantive issues whichwhich-

nught
which-

mightmightnught divide opinionoplOlOn within aa-

commIttee

a-

committeecommittee , bills are subject toto-

tedious
to-

tedioustedious subcommitteesubcommittee and comcom-com-

nuttee
com-

mittee
¬-

mitteenuttee scrutiny ..

If such a billbl.llblll. is regardedregardedaregardedasasaas-

being
,

being non-controversialnoncontroversial- in nana-nana-

ture
na-

ture
¬-

ture , chances are better for muchmuch-

faster
much-

fasterfaster action .

Committee rules inI the SenSen-Sen-

ate
Sen-

ate

¬-

ate are more flexible . MembersMembers-
may

Members-
maymay request consideration ofofaof-

bill
of-

bill
a

bill at any timelime . Since the adad-adad-

vance
ad-

vance

¬-

vance funding issue might bebe-

considered
be-

consideredconsidered to be substantive byby-

Continued

by-

Continued

by-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)
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the House , the fastest means ofof-

movmg
of-

movingmovingmovmg that proposal requiresrequuesrequuesS-
Wift

requires-
swiftswift House approval of a technitechni-techni-

cal
techni-

cal
¬-

calcalamendmentamendment ..

On the Senate side , a moremore-

substantive
more-

substantivesubstantive fundingfundmg advanceadvance-

could
advance-

couldcould be added on .

"WhenWhen" the House sends us aa-

technical
a-

technicaltechnical bill , I want to workwork-

out
work-

outout an amendment here (on thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate side ) ," said Senator SteSte-SteSte-

vens
Ste-

vens
¬-

vens .

The House Interior CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-

tee was expected to considerconsider-
the

consider-
thethe Aspinall amendment duringduring-

its
during-

itsits weekly meeting on January
26 . It didn'tdidnt' . Rep . Lloyd MeedsMeeds-

DWash
Meeds-

DWash(D-WashDWash- ) wasn'twasnt' satisfiedsahsfied thatthat-

the
that-

thethe bdlbill was devoid of substansubstan-substan-

tive
substan-

tive
¬-

tive issues .

"ItIt" resolved a lot of technicaltechnical-
problems

technical-
problemsproblems against the Natives ,
but nothing for them . They haphap-hap-

pened
hap-

pened
¬-

pened to be technicalities thatthat-

dIdn't
that-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' do the Natives any good ,"
commented Meeds on thethe-

amendment
the-

amendmentamendment ..

Although the CongressmanCongressman-
declIned

Congressman-
declineddeclined to elaborate , a briefbrief-

glance
brief-

glanceglance at the bill sets three subsub--sub-sub-

sections
sub-

sections
-¬-

sections apart from the othersothers-
which

others-
whichwhichwhichareare primarilyprimar y concernedconcerned-
with

concerned-
withwithwithspellingspelling and punctuationpunctuation-
corrections

punctuation-
correctionscorrections .

A committee staff memoranmemoran-memoran-
dum

memoran-
dum

¬-

dum noted , "SubsectionSubsection" ( L )
corrects an ambiguity by specispecI-¬-
fyingfymgspecIfymgspecifyingthat only Villages ( asas-

dlstmgUlshed
as-

distinguisheddistinguisheddlstmgUlshed from Regional
CorporationsRegIOnalCorporations) may make selecselec-selec-

tions
selec-

tions
¬-

tions within WildhleWIldlIfe Refuges andand-

NatIOnal
and-

NationalNational Forests , and by proviproV-proVprovi-) ¬-

dingdlllgproVdlllgprovidingthat Regional CorporationCorporation-
selectIOns

Corporation-
selectionsselections withinwltlun PetPe t.. 4 willwill-

apply
will-

applyapply to the surface estate only .

Both provisions were intendedIIltendedIIltended-
by

intended-
byby the Conference Committee .

"

ReadingReadlllg further , "SubsectionSubsection"Subsection-
to

"Subsectio-
no

"

to( o ) and Subsection (p) , toto-toto-

gether
to-

gether
¬-

gether , makemale the reservationre ervation ofof-

subsurface
of-

subsurfacesubsurface rights apply to all ,

rather than a part , of the landslands-

selectedselectedelected!> withinwlthm the Wildlife ReRe-ReRe-

fuge
Re-

fuge
¬-

fuge System . This was the ConCon-Con-

ference
¬.-

ference Committee'sCommitteesCommlttec'sCommlttecs' intentionIIltentlon . "
One tormer congressional stafstaf-staf-

fer
staf-

fer
¬-

fer , who spent several yearsyears-

worklllg
years-

workingworkingworklllg on Native land claimsclaunsclauns-

proposals
claims-

proposalsproposals , suggested that amam-am-

biguous
am-

biguous

¬-

biguous language inIII the actact-

nught
act-

mightmightnught laterlatcr afford regional corcor-cor-

poratIOns
cor-

porations
¬-

porations an opportunityopportulltt y to seekseek-

subsurface
seek-

subsurfacesubsurface rightsnghts in PetroleumPetroleum-
No

Petroleum-
NoNo . 4 andandininm wildlife reserves .

'That'sThats"That's'" '' ridiculous ,,"" observedobserved-
Alaska

observed-
AlaskaAlaska Congressman Nick BegichBegich-

"The
Begich-

"The'TheThe"The'" record is clear on that.. AsAs-

far
As-

farfar as they are concerned , thethe-

Pet
the-

PetPet . 4 argument is invalid ."
Begich , who led a House fightfight-

to
fight-

toto allow penetration of Pet.. 44-

subsurface
4-

subsurfacesubsurface rights last year , adad-adad-

ded
ad-

ded
¬-

ded , "II" lost on that battle . TheThe-

intent
The-

intentintent of Congress is clear onon-

this
on-

thisthis issue ."
Rep . Begich was hopeful thatthat-

comnuttee
that-

committeecommitteecomnuttee approval on thethe-

amendment
the-

amendmentamendment would be won soonsoon-

and
soon-

andand anticipated final passagepassage-

within
passage-

withinwithin two to three months .

Senator Stevens was alsoalsa anxiousanxious-
for

anxious-
forfor trfetlfethe House bill to reach the

Senate , criticizingcntIcizlllg Rep . MeedsMeeds-

for
Meeds-

forfor hasIus objections .

"II" wish he would let the billbIll-

get
bill-

getget through the . House as a techtech-tech-

mcal
tech-

nical
¬-

nicalmcal and non-controversialnoncontroversial- bill..
From the point of their (House )

timinghming , Meeds is doing us harm ,"
he said .

Learning of Steven'sStevens' observaobserva-observa-
tions

observa-
tions

¬-

tions , Meeds repliedreplted , "NoNo" comcom-com-

ment
com-

ment
¬-

ment.. "
In spite of their differences ,

Begich , Meeds , and Stevens allall-

agreed
all-

agreedagreed that the regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions were in need of money thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear . Meeds suggested that com-comcom-

mercial
com-

mercial
com-

'mercial
-

mercial'mercial.' loans could be usedusedininmm-

the
in-

thethe interimin terim .

"II" met with bankers andand-

asked
and-

askedasked them to agree to loans asas-

soon
as-

soonsoon as the corporations are lele-lele-

gally
le-

gally
¬-

gally formed . I believe that theythey-

will
they-

willwillwillagreeagree . When we ( Congress )

advance the money , I want toto-

see

to-

seesee the stipulation that the corcor-cor-

porations
cor-

porations
¬-

porations must first repay loansloans-

secured
loans-

securedsecured since the passage of thethe-

claims
the-

claimsclaims act before spendingspendmg it anyany-any-

where
any-

where

¬-

where else ," stated Stevens ."
Begich also favors the fundingfunding-

advance
funding-

advanceadvance , but strongly opposesopposes-
anan interim use of commercialcommercial-
loans

commercial-
loansloans .

"TheThe" NativeNattve people shouldshould-

not
should-

notnot pay interest on money thatthat-

has
that-

hashas been authorized by CongressCongress-
and

Congress-
andand requested by the PresidentPresident-
m

President-
ininm hisIus budget.. Eight per cent on
12 million dollars is a lot ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney . I thinktlunktlunkItthinkitit is a dangerousdangerous-
process

dangerous-
processprocess ," helie said .

A better alternative , he sugsug-sug-

gested
¬.-

gested , would be for Native corcor-cor-

porations
¬.-

porationsporatlOns to approach the StateState-

of
State-

ofof Alaska .

"MoneyMoney" should be borrowedborrowed-
from

borrowed-
fromfrom the . State . Funds for meetmeet-meet-

mgs
meet-

ings

¬-

ingsmgs , attorney fees and other exex-exex-

penses
ex-

penses

¬-

penses needed in organizing thethe-

corporatIOns
the-

corporationscorporations are required imim-imim-

mediately
im-

mediately
¬-

mediately . Funds for planningplannlllgplannlllg-
mediately

planning-
mediatelymediately . Funds for planningplanning-
could

planning-
couldcould be availableava able from the StateState-

now
State-

nownow , too . The amount probablyprobably-
would

probably-
wouldwould be much less than the 12.512512.5-

mllhon
12.5-

million
.

millionmllhon dollarsdoUars , but NativesNatives-

shouldn't
Natives-

shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' have to pay interestmterest onon-

this
on-

thisthis money ," he noted .

In the meantimemeantut1e , in spite ofof-

predictions
of-

predictionspredictions of early action fromfrom-

Begich
from-

BegichBegich and Stevens , the AspinallAspinall-
amendment

Aspinall-
amendmentamendment has not been schedsched-sched-

uled
sched-

uled
¬-

uled for House InteriorIntenor CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-

tee consideration .

AccordingAccordmg to Louis Sigler ,

special consultant on Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
¬.-

fairs to the committee , the billbill-

can
bill-

cancan only come before the comcom-com-

mittee
com-

mittee
¬-

mittee during the regular WedWed-Wed-

nesday
Wed-

nesday
¬-

nesday meeting of the full comcom-com-

mittee
com-

mittee
¬-

mittee .

Senator Mike Gravel wasVas', notnot-

contacted
not-

contactedcontacted by the Tundra TimesTimes-

during
Times-

duringduring the amendment controcontro-contro-
versy

contro-
versy

-¬-

versy . He was in Juneau to adad-adad-

dress
ad-

dress
¬-

dress the state legislature . In hishis-

remarks
his-

remarksremarks , Gravel accepted creditcredit-
for

credit-
forfor obtaining the 12.5125. millionmillion-
dollar

million-
dollardollar advance .

Gravel said that he wrote thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident in December to requestrequest-
the

request-
thethe money .


