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Laura BeretBergt Pens Concern to State Legislature
By NORMA BOWKETTBOWKETfBOWKETf-

Staff
BOWKETT-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Blind

Writer-

BlindBlind , deaf, hard of hearinghearing-
and

hearing-
andand multiple handicapped chilchi1chil-chil-

dren
¬.-

dren in Alaska should have eduedu-edu-

cational
edu-

cational
¬-

cational facilitiesfacili ies provided forfor-

them
for-

themthem in this statesta te ._

That'sThats'' the opinion of Mrs .

Neil Bergt ( Laura ) , andandshe'sshe'sshesshe's-

doing
she's-

doing

'
doing something about itt .

Citing statistics provided byby-

the
by-

thethe Bureau of Indian Affairs andand-

the
and-

thethe State Department of EducaEduca-¬-

tionlion , Mrs . Bergt wrote a letterletter-
last

letter-
lastlast week to members of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Legislature askingasking-

them
asking-

themthem to "taketake" steps this yearyear-

towards
year-

towardstowards establishing a StateState-
school

tatetate-

schoolschoolschoolschoolorffor(or°r tnethe handicappedhandicappe-
dAtthe

. "
-AttheAttheAt-
At the present time , she toldtold-

the
told-

thethe Tundra T/imesTimesTimes/ , handicappedhandicapped-
chi1dren

handicapped-
childrenchildrenchi1dren in Alaska must go outout-

of
out-

ofof state to receive educationeducation-
geared

education-
gearedgeared to their handicaps .

This costs the state , BIA andand-

school
and-

schoolschool districts from $5,0005000$ , to
$6,0006000$ , for each childchildrightright now ,

she said , and this figure does notnot-

include
not-

includeinclude round trip transportatransporta-transporta-
tIon

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion for students and escorts .

She believes the annual costcost-

per
cost-

perper child in a residentialresidentialschoolschoolschool-

in
school-

inin Alaska "( if we had one whichw/1ichw1ichw1ich-

would
which-

would
/

would includeininclude.ludelude. tuition , board andand-

room
and-

roomroom ))"" would be $6,0006000$ , .

And , she said , it would bebe-

easier
be-

easiereasier for parents of handi-handihandshandi-

capped
handI-

capped
--,

capped childrenchi1dren to visit theirthellthell-

chi1dren
their-

childrenchildrenchi1dren if they were closer toto-

home
to-

homehome .
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Handicapped . . .
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Right now , she said , somesome-
handicapped

some-
handicappedhandicapped childrench dren go to thethe-
Utah

the-
UtahUtah School for the Deaf andand-
Blind

and-
BlindBlind because BIA and the statestate-
have

state-
havehave a contract with that school ,
but the schoolschoolISis crowded , andand-

"one
and-

"one"oneone" day the contract will exex-exex-

pire
ex-

pire
¬-

pire .
".

She wonders where AlaskanAlaskan-

children
Alaskan-

childrenchildren will go then to receivereceIve-
the

receive-
thethe education they deserve .

'TheThe"The'" problem is more criticalcrItical-

than
critical-

thanthan meets the eyeeve ,
" shehe said .,

Her own daughterda ghter , Karen ,

now 1II111
, is hardhardofof hearinghearmg . BeBe-BeBe-

fore
Be-

fore
¬-

fore Karen started school , Mrs .

Bergt traveled to WashingtonWaslungtonWaslungton-
State

Washington-
StateState , Oregon and CaliforniaalIformalCalifornia-
looking

alIforma-

lookmglookinglookmg for a school for herher-

child
her-

childchild . The AlaskaAla a CmJdren'sCmJdrensCmldren'sCmldrensChildren'sChildrensCmldren's-
ASSocIatIOn

Children's-
Association

'

Association looked too ,.

The answerans.eranser. was always thethe-

same
the-

samesame . The schools were tootoo-

overcrowded
too-

overcrowdedovercrowded to accept anotheranother-
student

another-
studentstudent..

Then , MrsMrsjergt.Bergtergt said , two oror-

three
or-

threethree weeks before school starstar-star-

ted
star-

ted
¬-

ted , Vancouver SchoolSchoo! for thethe-

Deaf
the-

DeafDeaf called tototell-telltell.tell-. her they hadhad-

an
had-

anan openingopenmg .

She has had to send KarenKaren-

out
Karen-

outout to school twice , she said ,

because Fairbanks school districtdlstricldlstricl-
had

district-
hadhad no special classes for thethe-

hard
the-

hardhardhardofof hearinghearmg or deaf..

Now , she said , Karen attendsattends-
school

attends-
schoolschool in Fairbanks . But lastlast-

year
last-

yearyear , for a timetlffie , it appeared thatthat-

she
that-

sheshe would have to go away toto-

school
to-

schoolschool again . Because therethere-

were
there-

werewere only four hard of hearinghearing-
children

hearing-
childrenchildren in school here , thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool district decided to dropdrop-

the
drop-

thethe class for the hard of hearing .

A parent of a hard of hearinghearing-
child

hearing-
childchild called to tell Mrs . BergtBergt-

the
Bergt-

thethe news , and , she said , "II" gotgot-

on
got-

onon the phone . . .TheyThey. finallyfmallyfmally-

reinstated
finally-

reinstatedreinstated it ."
However , because many comcom-com-

munities

¬.-

munities have only a smallmall numnum-num-

ber
num-

ber

¬-

ber of children with handicaps ,
Mrs . Bergt favors the idea ofof-

regional
of-

regionalregional schools for the handihandi- ¬.-

capped child . She is willing toto-

settle
to-

settlesettle for one centrally locatedlocated-
school

located-
schoolschool untiluntilothersothers can be propro-pro-

vided
pro-

vided
¬-

vided , but she favors the idea ofof-

establishing
of-

establishingestablishing schools in threethree-

areas
three-

areas
-OneOne-
areas
areasOne

One
',

in FairbanksFairbanks-
One

FaIrbanks-
One

Fairbanks-
One

;

-OneOne- inm AnchorageAnchorage-
And

Anchorage-
And

Anchorage-
And

.,

-AndAnd-Andoneone inm Bethel-especiallyBethelespeciallyBethel-eBetheleBethelespeciallys-
ince

- peclaJIypeclaJIy-

SIncesince so many children fromfront thethe-

village
the-

villagesvillagervillagevillages" near BethelBethelsuffersuffer hardhard-

of
hard-

ofof hearingheaflng caused by otitis meme-meme-

dia
¬.-

diadla , an ear infectioninfectIOn-

atlOnaIly
.

Nationally\atlOnaIlyatlOnaIly!\ , she said , educaeduca-educa-

tors
¬.-

tors do not believe that handihandI-handI-

capped
handi-

capped
¬-

cappedcappedchildrenchildren should be isoISO-ISOIS-
Olated

iso-

lated
¬-

latedlatedininm special schools . "II" fulful-fulful-

ly
¬.-

lyIy agree ," she said , "butbut"bubu" t withH\ Jthith thethe-
foster

the-
fosterfoster home plan , whichwhlwhichishhISis veryververy-

good
}

good , 1I am concernedconcernedaboutabout thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture years . It will be difficultdIfdifficult-
to

f cultcult-

to
,

to findfndfnd enough homes/homeshomes-

She
home "/. "'.

She was\ as referring totv projected
figuresprojectedfiguresfor handicapped childrenchIldren-

Inin Alaska inm 1975-761975761975.7197571975.76197576-. (, .

! t is anticipated that in thatthat-

ear
that-

ear>} ear there will be 300 to 400400-

deaf
400-

deafdeaf children and 2,0002000.OOOOOO,. hard ofof-

heanng
of-

hearinghearingheanng children in AlaskaAlasb TheThe-

possible
The-

possiblepossible number of blind chilcluJ-cluJchil-cluJ-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren has not been estimatedestimated-
"It

estimated-
"It

estimated-
"It"ItIt"ItIS" is hard enough now toto-

find
to-

findfindfindaa foster home for a highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool student ,
" she saidSJld , andand-

"even
and-

"even"eveneven" harder to findfindaa home forfor-

aa handicapped child . "
The expense of foster homehome-

care
home-

carecare for each childchlld , she said , is
$180180$ each month .

"EverybodyEverybody" I talk to agreesagrees-

something
agrees-

somethingsomething should be done soon ,"',
'

she said . "ButBut" this is goinggomg toto-

take
to-

taketake time . If this legislature willwwill-

just
llll-

justjust release some funds nownow.tonowtonow.to-
start

... .toto. .to-

startstart the research , they'lltheyll' atat-

least
at-

leastleast get the ball rolling ."

She said , "thisthis" state has thethe-

opportunity
the-

opportunityopportunity to build an instituinstitu-institu-
tion

institu-
tion

¬-

tion or institutions with thethe-

most
the-

mostmost modern , progressive andand-

comprehensive
and-

comprehensivecomprehensive educational concon-con-

cepts
con-

cepts
¬-

cepts in the nation for the handihandi-handi-

capped
handi-

capped
¬-

capped ."


