“I may not agree with what you say but I will defend unto death your right to say it” ~VOLTAIRE
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THE GRUESOME SIDE OF ANCHORAGE

There was a fatality in Anchorage last week that should
have enraged the citizens of this city because it was so
senseless and uncaring

Francis Trader, a 40-year old man from Emmonak, died
after having spent an unknown number of hours lying in
an alley behind the State Welfare Office. A welfare worker
discovered him there at 7:30 in the morning and tried in
vain to get some help, but the Community Service Patrol
office did not open until 10:00 a.m. The Police Depart-
ment looked into the matter but didn’t offer much assistance
to the man.

Francis Trader was considered a *‘street person,” and the
police department's answer is *'it's not a crime to be drunk
in public.’" If Francis Trader had been assaulted, he would
have been assisted by the officer who finally responded to
the callz from the Welfare worker, but it was determined
that he was not a victim of violence and so he was left alone.

Anchorage may have been named ‘‘All American City”’
twice and is presently a candidate for the Winter Olym-
pics in 1992. This city may have many amenities that can
be considered attractive to those who visit here, but it has
a gruesome side too.

The Community Service Patrol cannot help those in need
before 10 a.m. because of budget cutbacks, and the Brother
Francis Shelter is not always open. The police

dispatchers do not always call the paramedics w

should, and the average citizen is not always willing to help
a drunk person lying in an alley.

How many more of the hapless victims of our society will
become fatalities in Anchorage this year? We would like
to say that a full scale investigation is warranted by the death
of Francis Trader, but we know that simply won't

We can only hope that the leaders of this city will
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YUPIIT NATION'S BID FOR SELF DETERMINATION

When begins dealing with the 1991 legislation

next month, there will be more than one voice

to the issues from Alaska, The Yupiit Nation, a coalition

of tribal governments from Southwest Alaska will be lob-

bymg:epumety in Washington, D.C, and the results will
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