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LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE - 80 year-oldyearoldyeas-oldyeasye r-oiroi-- Shem Pete ofof-
Nancy

of-
NancyNancy Lake , a prominent Tanaina Indian tradition ' bearerbem!;,

,. is bebe-bebe-

ing

be-

ing

¬-

ing forced to move from his Willow area home forf r'thrth' the-thirdthethirdthe .
,- thirdthinl timetime-

since
time-

sincesince 11950950 . He is one of the few Tanaina AthabascansAthabascaosAthabaskds who knowsknows-
the

knows-
thethe original Indian names in the proposed state capitalapital area .
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By JIM and PRISCILfcAPRlstl i'oio'
KARIKARI-

Editor's

G\ilGil\
. (Editor'sEditors'' Note : James KariKarl is aa-

Unguist
a-

LinguistLinguistUnguist with the Alaska NativeNative-
Language

Native-
LanguageLanguage Center at the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity of Alaska - Fairbanks . KariKari-
and

Kari-
andand his wife wrote this story atat-

the
at-

thethe direction of SheShemm Pete . )
A prominent Tanaina traditradi-tradi-

tion
tradi-

tion
¬-

tion bearer , Shem Pete of NancyNancy-
Lake

Nancy-
LakeLake , is looking for a place toto-

live
to-

livelive once again . Shem is$ unun-unun-

doubtedly
un-

doubtedly
¬-

doubtedly the Willow area'sareas' firstfirst-
and

first-
andand most resilientre'silient' citizen . BornBorn-

at
Born-

atat Susitna Station fnin about 18981898-
he

] 898898-

hehe is the recognized leader of thethe-

Susitna
the-

SusitnaSusitna Tanaina Indians .

The Lower Susitna River had '

been an area of high populationpopulation-
until

population-
untiluntil early in this century whenwhen-

Susitna
when-

SusitnaSusitna Station and several sursur-sur-

rounding
sur-

rounding
¬-

rounding villages were decimateddecimated-
by

decimated-
byby flu epidemics . Shem'sShems' mothermother-
and

mother-
andand his olderoldrold r brother , whowbo waswas-

the
was-

thethe last village chief , died at Sus8us-8usSus-8us-

itna
Sus-

itna
¬-

itna in 1918 , along with threethree-
other

three-
otherother members of his family and
200 or more Susitna area natnat-nat-
ives

nat-
ives

¬-

ives .

Susitna Station dissolved inin-

the
in-

thethe 1930's1930s' when most of thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople moved to Tyonek .

Still very active and ebulebul-ebul-
lient

¬.-

lient , Shem has lived , hunted ,

fishedt shed , trapped , and panned forfor-

gold
for-

goldgold all over the Upper Inlet.. HeHe-

is

He-

isis the foremost Tanaina storytelstorytel-storytel-
ler

¬-

ler andandoneone of the outstandingoutstanding-
native

outstanding-
nativenative language storytellers inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .,

He is also the last TanainaTanamaTananaTanama-
potlatch

Tanana-
potlatchpotlatch song leader , as well as

I' . ><.pp. : ii' II,''' ' jfJ; . ' ' , ' "ii" : ,, 'WW' . '

? an 'ee'expertexpert'expertfors'
' {> ei1-ei1ei1t- fors:. ; tthee .cu.1trcu.1trcu1tr;:.culture

.
,: ,ofofofthethethe-

Upper
the-

UpperUppe'rUpper InletIn1etInlet:1-fisInlet:1Inlet1fis:: JfisHis- '" merhdryvformemorymemory tor dede-dede-

tailS'is
de-

tails
¬-

tailstailS'istailSis'" is truly1trulyrtrulY'remarkabletrulYremarkabletrulyr"remarkable"-

remarkable
r-

emarkable
"- remarkabler-emarkable"' , For exex-ex-

jUltple
ex-

ample
¬-

amplejUltple ,. hehe'knowsheknows'knows overover'SOOoverSOOover '
500 nativenatiyenativenatiye-

place
native-

placeplace names ini1! thec'UppethecUppetlitlie'Uppet'InlettlieUppetInlettlie'Uppet'Inleti-
ncluding

"UppUpp" ' i'InletiInleti'Inleti-
nclud

' Inlet
includinginclud ng intimateintim'atintimatIntimate' detailsdetaJs of geogeo-geo-

gllphy
geo-

graphy
¬-

graphygllphy! and historyh tory in suchsuc farfar-

f1u

far-

flungflungf1u g placesplacesasvplaplacesasRainyes -asvasv-asRainyasRainy-. so," Rainy PassjPass ,; thethe-
Sqwentna

the-
SqwentnaSqwentna,1Sqwentna1Sqwentna,;' YehtnaYentna and KaheltnaKabeltnaKabeltna-
Rivers

Kaheltna-
RiversRivers , the TokashiTokashiMoudtainsTokashiMoudtains-
and

. MountainsIMountainsI, Mountains-
andand the Chulitna RiverRiver:1heRiver1he., the'$: ie Tal-TalTal-

keetna
Tal-

keetna
Tal-

keetna
-

keetna River.,, Knik
.-

Ann
A-

nn
.-A1A-1Arip. \,

; Mat-MatMat-

ariuska
Mat-

anuska
-.

andPointariuskaanuskaanuska-anuskaValley.- .;' Valley , TyonekTTyoiTyoiekonekek .;, andand-
Point

and
I* 'Point PossessionPosseSsioPossessiort:.?.

,
,'

..-' '"

And he is oneoJoJeonee of the fewfew-

Tanainas

'

Tanainas whowh know the aborabor-abo-
rig

abor-
iginal

¬-

proposedStateiginallalig namesnnesflameses "
'irf'ttheirftthe'irf'ttheproposed'irijtlirijtl' (',

'We}' '"
aaproposed-proposedproposed-. R 'OpoOpo' dd-

StateState CapitalCaptl area1area 1!.'"+ ' "'- ',

Shem'sShems' main residence areaarea-
has

area-
hashas beenbeenthe-thethe- countryc ritry Between,betweentte_

e I!'
'

Susitna Station aridand Nancy LakeLakeLke .
His mother packed him in 'aa''acraacraa cracra-cra-

dle
cra-

dle
¬-

dle to their Red Shirt : Lakevil-LakevilLake.vilLakevil--Lakevill-
age

Lakevill-
age

. ,. -.- ,-

lage in about 1900 . The TanTan-Tan-
ainas

Tan-
ainas

¬-

ainas , like other Athabaskans ,
had camps in several areas toto-

make
to-

makemake best use of seasonal rere-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources . They had no privateprivate-
ownership

private-
ownershipownership of land but insteadinstead-
had

instead-
hadhad individual and family useuse-

areas
use-

areasareas .

Shem decided , in about 1944 ,
to settle at Nancy Lake ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan move to Tyonek . He heardheard-
that

heard-
thatthat a roadroadwouldwould parallel thethe-

train
the-

traintrain someday . He built the firstfirst-
of

first-
ofof three residences on the bigbig-

peninsula
big-

peninsulapeninsula on Nancy Lake . ShemShem-
never

Shem-
nevernever owned or filed for thatthat-
land

that-
landland . Since he was the first perper-per-

son
per-

son
¬-

son to build on Nancy Lake , he

fi , *;" > V' 'qq'$> * ' 'VV'Vil.WV' , -il.WVil.WV-t.ktk;.* . 'd'oHisdoHis' ji.'.' .' .'
; thought-hethoughthejhtJiti{t - was% as"stakingbg land :. His
;, mothermother . had told hinthirrt'thathirrtthat'thatthat'' thatthat-
pointpoint,pointwestoi.ntoint. , wwestwestanj.sjs!. , arian31'} . old , TanainaTalaina} vilviJ-viJvil-vilviJ-

lage'site
vil-

lage'site
¬-

,

lagelage'sitelagesite' site ., 0

, Inrn'aboutrnabout'about 1950 hetie learned thatthat-
somepne

that-

someonesomeonesomepne hadbad homesteaded thisthis-

land
this-

landland and he waswaS forced to move .

Then he bought a 33'h3h&' acre lotlot-

nearby
lot-

nearbynearby and built a second cabin .

In aboutabout1965-19651965- 1965 ,this cabin , itit-

seems
it-

seems-seemsseems-, , .waswas. swindled from him .

A man showed him a paperwithpappaperwith-
ehin's

rwithrwith-
Seorn'sSehm'sSehmsSeorn'sSeorns$ehin'sehins'

,
signaturesi8signature3turei* a 'billbill' of salesale-

'r
sale-

'foi'forfor'foifoi'rr' . $50vand50vand$50'o'ia'n'd50oiand$500500$ '( ,;' and' ' ' he was forced
.
toto-

move
to-

movemove .

Shem'sShemsSheen'sSheens' third residence is off
vttie;he'thethe' lakeJake ;, shoreshlIshorebut,() ; butbut' still Jonion;on thethe-

N
the-

NancyNancyN cy Lake'Lake'LL' ke ', PeninsulaPe 1insula . HeHe builtbuilt-
aa pre-cutprecut-- cabin on land leasedleased-
from

leased-
fromfrom a private party in 1965 .

This is the little'cabinlittlecabinlittle-cabinlittlecabin'- Shem liveslives-

in
lives-

inin today , with 'hishis"' his son , Billy .

They haul their waterwater fromfrom-
the

from-
thethethelake'lakelake-lake'.- lakeset, set'set-set>'- out a ., few-fewfewrabbitfew -. rabbitrabbit-
snares

rabbit-
snaressnares , and burnb m wood . But thisthis-

spring
this-

springspring , the owner
,
of the propprop-prop-

erty
¬.-

erty gave Shem and Billy anan-

eviction
an-

evictioneviction notice . Shem claimsclaims-
that

claims-
thatthat he was told he could live onon-

this
on-

thisthis land for the rest of his life ,

but the lease( ease has a 30-day30day-- noticenotice-
clause

notice-
clauseclause .

Shem cannot afford to buybuy-

the
buy-

thethe land at today'stodays' prices and hehe-

adamantly
he-

adamantlyadamantly rejects any suggestionsuggestion-

that
suggestion-

thatthat he move to a Poineer Home .

Shem may now move on toto-

someone
to-

someonesomeone else'selses' land in the WilWil-Wil-

low
Wil-

low
¬-

low area , and , if he lives longlong-
enough

long-
enoughenough , he may get some NativeNative-
Land

Native-
LandLand Claims land to live on . HeHe-

is

He-

isis an at-largeatlarge- member of CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet Region , Inc . and is not aa-

member
a-

membermember of either of the nearestnearest-

Tainaina
nearest-

TainainaTainaina village corporations ,

Knik and EkjutnaEklutnaEhlutna, .

Shem has told Cook Inlet ReRe-ReRe-

gion
¬.-

gion Inc . of his eviction notice ,

and , it is possible that the cor-cor-

poration will be able to helphelp-

him
help-

himhim . There are many people inin-

the
in-

thethe Willow community whowho-

sympathize
who-

sympathizesympathize with Shem and havehave-

offered
have-

offeredoffered to help' him move hishis-

cabin
his-

cabincabin .

While some neighbors maymay-

tend
may-

tendtend to blame Shem and BillyBilly-

Pete
Billy-

PetePete for their lack of foresight ,

the fact remains that many earlyearly-
Willow

early-
WillowWillow residents have made forfor-for-

tunes
for-

tunes
¬-

tunes on land sales , and the onlyonly-

Natives
only-

NativesNatives from that communitycommunity-
ownown no land .

In the 40's40s' and 50's50s' no oneone-

helped
one-

helpedhelped Shem to file for a NatNat-Nat-

ive
Nat-

ive

¬-

ive allotment.. He continued toto-

use
to-

useuse his country as he always had ,

and later discovered that all thethe-

rules
the-

rulesrules had been changed . He stillstill-

has
still-

hashas a traditional Native view ofof-

the
of-

thethe utility ofofaa generalgeneralresourceresourceresource-
area

resource-
areaarea rather than the monetarymonetary-
value

monetary-
valuevalue of a plot ofoflandland .

Shem appreciates the irony ofof-

his
of-

hishis predicament.. On AugustAugust-
25th

August-
25th25th Shem and Billy Pete werewere-

in
were-

inin a car accident when being

driven home . Shem8hem crackedcrackedacracked-
bone

cracked-
bone

a
bone in his right shoulder . AfterAfter-
three

After-
threethree days Intnto the hospitalbospital he waswas-

back
was-

backback home ., Within a few moremore-
days

more-
daysdays he was hauling waterwat r fromfrom-
Nancy

from-
NancyNancy Lake using hishas left arm .

With asmileShernasmileShema ,sm e"ShemeShem," , saidsafsafo , , "I'llIll"'' bebe-

all
be-

allall right
-

inin jTfew'weeksjTfewweeksffa'fewafew' ' 'weeksweeks' . GoodGood-
thing

Good-
thingthing 1I didn'tdidnt' hurthurt my legs , II-

can

I-

cancan still run ." _

Shem Pete has been invited toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak on "EffectsEffects" of ExploraExplora-Explora-
tion

Explora-
tion

¬-

tion on Native Cultures in AlaAla-Ala-

ska
Ala-

ska
¬-

ska" at the Captain Cook ComCom-Com-
memorative

Com-
memorative

¬-

memorative Lecture series at thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage Historical and FineFine-

Arts
Fine-

ArtsArts Museum on October llth11th11th-

at
11 thth-

atat 8:00800: p.mpm. .


