
Alaska NativesNatives-

First

-
First ConservationistswnservationistsConservationistsEDI-

TOR'S(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE . The following is a speech dede-dede-

livered
de-

livered
¬-

livered by Nels A Anderson ,. executiveexewtive director of thethe-

Bristol
the-

BristolBristol Bay NativeNatiJ'eNatiJe' Corporation , before an audience atat-

the
at-

thethe 9th Biennial Northwest Wilderness conferencec011ference heldheld-
in

held-
inin Seattle last year in April ,. The intent of thetire speech ,. sayssays-

Anderson
says-

AndersonAnderson , was to "wakewake" up the State and Nation to thethe-

act
the-

factfact(act that AAlaskalaska NaNatNativesfivesl'esles' are the FIRST conservationistscollsefl'ationistscollseflationists'
.

or")

By NELS A ,. ANDERSON ,. JR .

Environmental issues are a subject of major concern forfor-

many
for-

manymany specialspecJal interestmterest groups in10to the UnitedUntted States . These issuesissues-
relate

issues-
relaterelate to the environment ofofareasareas that maymayoror may not have beenbeen-

closely
been-

closelyclosely inspected by those who say they are concerned . HowHow-

many
How-

manymany in my audience have livedhved , for any length of time ,. inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ?

EXECUTIVE ORDER WITHDRAWALSWITHDRAWALS-
I1I

. How were these withdrawals determined ?
2 . Who was consulted in Alaska when these withdrawalswithdrawals-

were
withdrawals-

werewere being considered ? The state ? Federal agencies in Alaska ?

Were the people who lived on or near wildlife refuges ever concon-con-

sulted
con-

sulted
¬-

sulted to determinedetermme adverse effects to theirthen livelihoodlivehhood by prohibitprohibit-prohibit-
ing

prohibit-
ing

¬-

ing access to traditional huntinghuntmg land ?

3 . Are there any animals or birds on some game refuges ?

4 . Did wildlife in refuges withdrawn truly have dominiondominIon-
over

dominion-
overover the earth with priority over people ?

COMMUNICATIONS
COMMUNICATIONSDialogue

Dialogue between Alaskans ( Natives andandnonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives- alikeahke )

and outside conservationists must bebeestablishedestablished . People in AlaskaAlaska-

don't
Alaska-

don'tdon'tdont' understand the thinkingthmking of the "conservationistconservationist" " What doesdoes-

he
does-

hehe look like9lIke ?" What is his long-termlongterm- goal ? Does he love the landland-

more
land-

moremore than a Native , or non-NativenonNative- Alaskan1AlaskanAlaskans? Has he seen the landland-

he
land-

hehe wishes to preserve '?"' Does he wish to preserve land for the sakesake-

of
sake-

ofof preservation without takingtalong intomto considerationconslderallon the humanhuman-
factor

human-
factorfactor1factor?' )factor1Conservationists

ConservationistsCon ervatlonlsts must establishestabhsh meaningfulmeamngful communicationcommunicatIOn-
with

communication-
withwith both rural andandurbanurban Alaska in order to ever hope for aa-

smooth
a-

smoothsmooth working relationship .

Conservation movements that relate to land at this particularpartIcular-
time

particular-
timetime in10 history are held highly suspect.. Alaska Native people areare-

Jealously
are-

jealouslyjealously guarding their newly-wonnewlywon- landlandrightsrights and will tolerate nono-

action
no-

actionaction of any sort Jhatthat threatens this property right..

It will take time and a sincere effort on the part of conservaconserva-conservat-

iOnIStS
conserva-

tionists
¬-

tionists to reach out and communicate with Native villagers inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska . Once again ,. let me remind you that we don'tdont' know anyany-
hving

any-
livinglivinghving conservationists ., We don'tdont' know what you have in10 youryour-
minds

your-
mindsminds concerning the disposition ofofourour land .

PARTICIPATION
PARTICIPATIONAlaska

Alaska Natives demand the rightngh t ISt6t be representedrepresenrepresentedattedtedatat allall-

policy
all-

policypolicy makingmakmg levels of Alaska-stateAlaskastate- , federal ,. and privatepnvate organizaorganlza-organlzaorganiza-organlzat-
JOns

organiza-
tions

¬-

tionstJOns that have or will have a directdlTect or indirect effect on our land ,.

economy , politicspohtlcs orpr general welfare .

Alaska Natives cannot be expected to passively sit still whilewhile-

special
while-

specialspecial interest groups are strivingstrivmg for legislative regulatory measmeas-meas-

ures
meas-

ures
¬-

ures that seriously affect our traditional cultural ways of lifehfe . WeWe-

must
We-

mustmust be completelycompJetely and totally involved in all planning processesprocesses-
that

processes-
thatthat in anyanywayway wish to regulate how our land will or will not bebe-

used
be-

usedused . Not only will we be involved but we , the Native people , willwill-

make
will-

makemake the final decisions , concerning our land . This way ,. it is thenthen-

clear
then-

clearclear in our minds and in yours that with the final decision being inin-

our
in-

ourour hands we also take full responsibility for our actions .

CONSERVATIONIST - One who advocates conservation ,

especially of naturalnaturalresourcesresources .

CONSERVATION - A careful preservation and protectionprotection-
ofof something - planned management of a natural resource to prepre-pre-

vent

pre-

vent

¬-

vent exploitation , destruction or neglect..

To my knowledge , many animals , birds and fish have beenbeen-

protected
been-

protectedprotected in Alaska by man . There are allall.typesalltypes.typestypes. of game reserves ,

bird sanctuaries ,. moose ranges and other types ofofreservesreserves in AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka . In most cases the boundaries were drawn indiscriminantly byby-

our
by-

ourour brothers in Washington , D.CDC. . These lines cut off traditionaltraditional-
hunting

traditional-
huntinghunting areas of people of Alaska . Aleuts ,. Eskimo ,. Indian rights toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt and fish cut off . Cut off!! With no warning ! Is this plannedplanned-
management

planned-
managementmanagement ?

For once I'dId'' like to see aboriginesaborigmes take the last ol01of a specie .

The buffalo was nearly wiped out bybywlutebywhitewhitewlute men . Not by Indians .

Who was planning management then ?

What about the bowheadbowheadwhalewhale9whale?' Who or what industrymdustry killskills-

these
kills-

thesethese mighty creatures ? Eskimo people take 15 to 20 per year andand-

each
and-

eacheach is used . This hunting has gone on for centuriescentunes There was nono-
Untted

no-
UnitedUnitedUntted States when Eskimo men of Alaska took the first whale .

Columbus hadn'thadnt' accidentally stumbledstumbleduponupon North America andand-

ruined
and-

ruinedruined the neighborhood ._ Yet the Eskimo killed the whale . Helie tooktool-tooltoolstool-
the

tools-

the
-

the whale to survive , not to make perfume .

I say the whale was , and stillstili is , beingbeJOg exploited The definidefml-defmldefini-defml-

tlon
defini-

tion

¬-

tiontlon ofofconservahonofconservationconservationconservahon is planned management ofofaa resource to prepre-pre-
vent

pre-
vent

¬-

vent exploitation , destructiondestruchon , or neglect ItI t is clear the Eskimobklmobklmo-
was

Eskimo-

waswas not exploitingexpJoJtmg ,. destroying or neglecting . Someone else ,. whom.homhomwhom-

we
. .hom-

wewe diddIdnotnot see , did these terribleternble things 1IIaskask Who is the conservaconserva-conserva-
tionist

conserva-
tionist

¬-

tionist ? It must be the EskimoEskimo-
What

Eskimo-
What

Eskimo-
WhatWhat about the salmon of AlaskaAIJska ? The salmon spawn in AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka ,. they run down our riversmers and to the open sea ,. they grow upup-

and
up-

andand four to five years later they return to Alaska'sAlaskas' streams to onceonce-

again
once-

againagain begin the cycle of lifehfe . ThisTlus particular species is the object ofof-

a

of-

aa big hunt every springspnng and summer into Alaska For many of Alaska'sAlaskasAIJskAlaska's-
people

'

people the catch of this fish is the onlyonlywayway ofofmakmgofmakingmakingmakmg money toto-

last
to-

lastlast throughout the year .

Salmon once was taken for food ,. traded for goods not foundfound-
on

found-
onon the coast ,. dried for dog feed ( pre-snopresno- machine ) ,. etc Today , thethe-

salmon
the-

salmonsalmon industryIOdustry , which employs outsiders for upper-levelupperlevel- jobs ,. isI-
Scontrolled

is-

controlledcontrolled by outsiders and very little of the total worth.orthorth. of thethe-

salmon
the-

salmonsalmon remainsremalOs in10 the State of Alaska . This resource is beingbemg exex-exex-

ploIted
ex-

ploited
¬-

ploited ,. not only by outsiders , but by foreign nations . The AlaskaA1JAlaska-

fishermen
kaka-

fishermenfishermen need this resource and we know it cannot be destroyeddestroyed-
NoNo one does anythinganythmg aboutJbout thistIllS resource that decreases in sieSllesizeSlle-
every

size-
every

?
every year.. TheTine UnitedUmted States seems to be more concerned aboutahouabout-

foreign
!

foreign relations than the interestsmterests otof a few fishermen in10 AlaskaAIJAlaska-

The
kJkJ-

TheThe foreign countriescountnes take the salmon where they maturemJture in thethe-

open
the-

openopen sea and the USU S doesn'tdoesnt' do a singleslI1gle thingII1Ing to stop the foreignforeign-

countnes
foreign-

countriescountriescountnes Who is the conservationist9conserVJtlonlsconservationist ! ?'
PEOPLE
PEOPLEWhat

What about people9people?" Do conservationistsconservaltonlsts regard people in1010-

their
in-

theirtheir efforts to preserve land and life9lfelife, ?) Don'tDont' conservationistsconservatlomsts everever-

stop
ever-

stopstop to thinkthmk about the immediate effects of prohibitingproillbltmg peoplepeople-
from

people-
fromfrom huntinghuntmg or fishingfishmg without talking to the people affected9affected?"

ConservationistsConservationtsts , game wardens ,. or other enforcement officers dodo-

not
do-

notnot speak the language of the people affected No one ever explainsexplJlI1sexplJlI1s-

why
explains-

whywhy one cannot do somethingsomethll1g because ofofaa law passedpas Cd!> thousandsthousands-
ofof miles away . No one ever explainsexplams that the animals , birds or fishfish-

are
fish-

areare endangered if hunted further.. No one ever consults with thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople who live on the land and off the lifehfe to survive Please rere-rere-

member
re-

member
¬-

member that these are peoplepeople-
I1I have often thought that IIwouldwould likeItke to protect the cattle II-

thmk

I-

thinkthinkthmk theythey'aretheyarethey-aretheyare'areare'- beautiful creatures who deserve to livehve I bear no illIIIII-

Iwill

Ill-

willwill against those who eat beef , but the cattle shouldshouldnoshouldnotnotno ! be killedkilled-

How
killed-

HowHow would this go over in the Lower 48 states7states ?" WhatWhJt aboutahoul pro ¬.

hibitinghlbltmg killingkiJlIng of pigs andandchIckenschickens9chIckenschickens9-
If

?' )

If the conservation movement does not include1I1c1ude people in101-
0their

in-

theirtheir efforts to preserve landlandandandandwildwild life , then I mustmu t beginbegm a camcam-cam-

palgfl
cam-

paign

¬-

paignpalgfl to preserve the Aleut ,. Eskimo and Indian people There willwill-

have
will-

havehave to be a Friends of the People Movement Because this preserpreser-preser-

vatIOn

preser-

vation

¬-

vation movement is takingtakmg food andandaa way of life from our peoplepeople-
InIn order to survive we will have to organizeorgaOlze and hope to be treatedtreated-
asas well as the otter , moose , bear and bowhead whale In addition ,

it is possible we need a zoo of NativeNallve peoplespeoples-
This

peoples-
This

peoples-
ThisThis may sound ridiculous but a way of lifehfe is being threatthreat-threat-

ened
threat-

ened
¬-

enedenedandand we must survive any waywaywewe can . We say you must listenhstenhsten-

to
listen-

toto us before you push for more parks andandrecreatIOnrecreation sites . YouYou-

must
You-

mustmust consult us before you ask for legislationleglslatwn that will exploit ,.

destroy and neglect a people whose way of lifehfe depends on the landland-

we
land-

wewe own and the animals ,. birds and fish that are under ourour-

dominion
our-

dominiondominion .

We will conserve a way of life that will.iIliIl. still be around whenwhen-

all

when-

allall the oil has been stolen . If we are left to conserve as we havehave-

done
have-

donedone before there was a United States , we will have forever the ,.,,
way of life that is held so dear by those who have never lived likelike-

an
like-

anan Aleut , Eskimo or Indian . We can plan for proper use of ourour-

resources
our-

resourcesresources to prevent exploitation ,. destruction and neglect ofofourourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople andandourour land .


