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By MIKbMIKE GRAVELGRAVEL-
U.S

GRAVEL-
U.SU.SUS. . Senator , AlaskaAlaska-

An

Alaska-

AnAn astounding 95 per cent ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska belongs to Uncle Sam -
not to individuals , not to thethe-
State

the-
StateState , but just to the federalfedera-
lgovernment

federal-
governmentgovernment .

. Under the termsterms-
of

terms-
ofof the Land Claims Act , thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment has agreed that aa-

total
a-

totaltotal of 40 millionmllhon acres will bebe-

turned
be-

turnedturnedturnedoverover to the Native ReRe-ReRe-

gIOnal
Re-

gional
¬-

gionalgIOnalaJldCorporationshat'sandaJld Village Corporations-CorporationsCorporations-
tliat's

Corporations-
that's

-
tliat'stliatsthat'sthatshat'shats( '' one-twelfthonetwelfth- ofofallall the landland-
of

land-
ofof Alaska . The landlandISis to bebe-

divided
be-

divideddivideddividedIIIdividednninIIInn a rather complexcomplex-
manner

complex-
mannermanner.. Here'sHeres' how it worksworks-

VILLAGE
works-

VILLAGE
works-

VILLAGEVILLAGE LAND GRANTSGRANTS-
Twentytwo

GRANTS-
Twentytwo

GRANTS-
TwentytwoTwenty-twoTwentytwo- millionm llion acres willwill-

be
will-

bebe turnedturnedoverover to the VillageVillageCorporationsCorporations , to which mostmost-
Alaska

most-
AlaskaAlaska Natives belong . ResidentsResidents-
will

Residents-
willwill have surface rightsnghts only ,

allallsubsurfacesubsurface rightsnghts , suchsuchasasas-

mmerals
as-

mineralsmineralsmmerals andandoiloil , belong to thethe-
RegiomJl

the-
RegionalRegionalRegiomJl CorporationsCorporations-

TheThe actual amount of landland-
to

land-
toto be given to each-eacheachvillageeach .-. villagevllla e dede-dede-

pends
de-

pends
¬-

pends on the exact NativeNative-
population

Native-
populationpopulation of that village .. MostMost-
of

Most-
ofof the village-controlledvillagecontrolled- lands --
1818/z18z!'/ million acres - willwillcomecomecome-
from

come-
fromfrom the 25 townships adjacentadjacent-
toto each village . The townshiptownship-
territory

township-
territoryterritory is divided in a checkerchecker-checker-
boardlike

¬-.

board-likeboardlike- pattern , from whichwhich-
the

which-
thethe village residents select theirtheir-
alloted

their-
allotedalloted lands ..

REGIONAL CORPORATIONCORPORATION-
LAND

CORPORATION-
LANDLAND GRANTSGRANTS-

Sixteen
GRANTS-

Six
GRANTS-

SixteenSixteenSix teen million acres will bebe-

turned
be-

turnedturned over to the twelve ReRe-ReRe-

gional
Re-

gional
¬-

gional Corporations . TheseThese-
grants

These-
grantsgrants include both surface and

subsurface rights - coveringcoveringtimberingtimbering , mining , surface concon-con-
struction

¬.-

struction , andandsoso forth . InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition , the Regional Corpora¬:=

tionsLions retain the subsurfacesubsurface-
rights

subsurface-
rightsrights to the villages ' 2222ffiJllion22millionmillionffiJllionffiJllion-
acres

million-
acresacres . Profits from miningrninirlg onon-

village
on-

villagevillage land , for example ,, go toto-

the
to-

thethe entire region . The RegionalRegionalCorporationsCorporations , if theytheywishwish , maymay-
select

may-
selectselect part of their 16 millionmillion-
acres

million-
acresacres from among the unselect-unselectunselect-
ed

unselect-
ed

unselect-
ed

-

eded"checkerboard"checkerboardcheckerboard" lands " inm thethe-
vJllage

the-
villagevillagevJllage withdrawalwithdrawalareasareas . TheyThey-
will

They-
willwill also get partpMt of the so-soso-

called
so-

called
so-

called
-

called "hardshiphardship" lands .
"

HARDSHIP LAND GRANTSGRANTS-
AA total of two millionmIllron of thethe-

forty
the-

fortyforty millionffiJlhon acres have beenbeen-
classified

been-
classifiedclassified as "HardshipHardship" Lands .

"
AllAllsubsurfacesubsurface hardship landland-
nghts

land-
rightsrightsnghts belong to the RegionalRegIOnalCorporatIOnsCorporations . There arearc fourfour-
main

four-
mainmainHardshipLandscategories of Hardship
Lands :

- ExistingEXIStlllg cemetery and hisIlls-Illshis-Ills-

toncal
his-

torical
¬-

toricaltoncaltoncalsitestoricalsitessites , which will be rereore-rere-
otamed

re-

tained
¬-

tainedtamed by thetile Regional CorporaCorpora-Corpora-
tions

¬.-

tions ;

-- About 23,0002300023,000acres, acres for NaNa-Nat-

IVe
Na-

tive
¬-

tive groups too small to qualifyqualify-
asas villages less((less than 25 perper-per-
sons

¬.-
sons ) ;

- Another 23,00023000, acres forfor-
the

for-
thethe Natives of SitkaSlIka , Kenai , Ju-JuJu-
neau

JJu-
neau

u-uu-

neau
-

neau , and Kodiak . These origorig-orig-
mally

orig-
inally

¬-

inallymally Native villages areare-

now
are-

nownow predominantly non-NativenonNative- ,.

whichwhichISis the reason for thistillS spespe-spe-
cial

spe-
cial

¬-

cial "hardshiphardship" " provision ;

-- Individual Natives who apap-ap-
ply

¬.-

ply for a primarypnmary place ofofreslofresiresireslresi-resi-

dence
¬.-

dence outside village withdrawwithdraw-withdraw-
al

¬.-
alalareasareas .


