
RurALRurAl.CAPRurAlCAP.CAP to host statewide meeting on subsistence
In order to address Alaska NativeNative-

concerns
Native-

concernsconcerns about proposed changes toto-
federal

to-
federalfederal legislation , the Rural AlaskaAlaska-

Community
Alaska-

CommunityCommunity Action Program (RurALRurAL-
CAP

RurAL-
CAPCAPCAPICAPIncI, Inc . ) will coordinate a statewidestatewide-

I

statewide-

meetingI meeting ( subsistence in Anchorage ,

Feb . 15-115115-171517- ? !
.

"OurOur" BoardBoardmembersmembers repreentrepresrepresent$ nt AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative villages , and they are very concon-con-

cerned

con-

cerned

¬-

cerned about amendments being propro-pro-

posed
pro-

posed

¬-

posed to the Alaska National InterestInterest-
Lands

Interest-
LandsLands Conservation Act by Senator (Ted )

Stevens ,
" Jeanine Kennedy , RurAL CAP'sCAPsCAP's-

ext.cutive

CAP's-

executive

'

executiveext.cutiveextcutive:,. director said . "TheyThey" feel that thethe-

amendments

the-

amendmentsamendments as proposedproposedcouldcould weakenweaken-

legal

weaken-

legallegal protection of subsistence huntinghunting-

and

hunting-

andand fishing in rural Alaska ,.

"RurALRurAL" CAP has workedy.rorkedyrorked. for over 3030-

years

30-

yearsyears with Alaska Native villages ,
" saidsaid-

Kenn

said-

KennedyKennedyKenn dy , Addingtldding that villagers rely on subsub-sub-

sistence

sub-

sistence

¬-

sistence gathering activities to bolster locallocal-

economies

local-

economieseconomies . "TheThe" Board feels that villagevillage-

people

village-

peoplepeople will need adequate time to learnlearn-

what

learn-

whatwhat specific amendments will be proposedproposed-
and

proposed-
andand why , and then they should have timetime-

to

time-

toto determine if they can reach a statewidestatewide-

tonsensus

statewide-

ConsensustonsensusConsensus for appropriate actionactioll .
"

The meeting , called the "SubsistenceSubsistence"Subsistence-

Roundtable

"Subsistence-

Roundtable

"

Roundtable ,
" willwi\wiwibe!\ be held at the AnchorAnchor-Anchor-

age

Anchor-

age

¬-

age Hilton Hotel.. The roundtable formatformat-

will

format-

willwill allow a more detailed discussion ofof-

subsistence

of-

subsistencesubsistence issues than the busy agendasagendas-

ofofofotherother statewide conferences allowed in

1996 , according to KennedyKennefly . The meetmeet-meet-

ing

meet-

ing

¬-

ing agenda contains presentations fromfrom-

state

from-

statestate and federalfederalrepresentativesrepresentativerepresentatives? as wellwell-

as

well-

asas Alaska Native leaders .
'

"VillagersVillagers" who continue to dependdepend-
upon

depend-
uponupon hunting and fishing for physical ,

economicecon mic and cultural survivalsurvivalneedneed to bebe-

able

be-

ableable to receive complete information , askask-

questions

ask-

questionsquestions and discuss options for protectprotect-¬-

ingiog their way of life ,

" said Kennedy ., "WeWe"We-

expect

"We-

expect

"

expect several hundred people to attendattend-

the

attend-

thethe roundtable ,
"

Vernita Herdman willwillserveserve as conferconfer-confer-

ence

confer-

ence

¬-

ence coordinator for RurAL CAP ., InvitaInvita-Invita-

tions

Invita-

tions

¬-

tions have been sent to several hundredhundred-

Native

hundred-

NativeNative organizations , includingincludingvillagevillagevillage-

and

village-

andand IRA councilscoutlcils , ANCSA corporationscorporations-

andand naturalnaturalresourceresource associations . Inter-InterInter-
ested

Inter-
ested

-.

ested person jean.cancan. contact Herdman inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage bybycallingcalling 279-25112792511- . PeoplePeople-

living

People-

livingliving outside Anchorage may also callcall-

Herdman

call-

HerdmanHerdman at 1-800-478-634318004786343- - - .. Those withwith-

Internet

with-

InternetInternet access may address e-mailemail- toto-

Herdman

to-

HerdmanHerdman at vernitah@ruralcap.comvernitahruralcap.comvernitah@rura1cap.comvernitahrura1cap.com@ . .


