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,Award-WinningAwardWinningAward -=winning, newspapernewspnewspaperp r boostsbosts(} studentstudentselfesteemself-esteemselfesteemselfesteem.:-- .
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by Diana Campbell

In casecasease you haven'thavent' heard , trussingntissingmissingntissingihe; thei/heiheihe-

school

the-

school

ii-

In
/

school bus is the No . 1I reason why MintoMMinto-

students
ntonto-

studentsstudents are late to school.. Never mindmind-
that

mind-
thatthat there isn'tisnt' a school bus for miles .

Also , for youryour information , third-graderthirdgraderthirdgrader-
Charlene

thirdgrader-
Charlene

-

Charlene wentelt) )
"boingboing" " after she hit aa-

snowbank
a-

snowbanksnowbanksnowbankwhilewhile sledding .

And Cory got a h-u-g-ehuge- - - ,, blu'eblueblufe' presentpresent-
from

present-
fromfrom Grandma . It((It was a bike .

.))
Third-graderThirdgrader- Collette looked livelylively-

dancing

lively-

dancingdancing the Red River JigJigwithwith Arvin inillill-

Beaver
in-

BeaverBeaver .

All this "goodgood" news " has appeared inin-

the

in-

thethe llumkI/wlIkIwlIkllunik/ Zoo '
, a children'schildrens' newsletternewsletter-

published

newsletter-

publishedpublished by TananaTanana\ChiefsTananaChiefs\

Chiefs Conference .

In[ n 1996 the paper w0nwQnw n the Alaska PressPress-

Club's

Press-

Club's
'-

Award
A-

ward
'

Club'sClubs' Public Service Award .

For nearly 16 years , Interior rural andand-

urban

and-

urbanurban elementary students have sharedshared-

their

shared-

theirtheir stories and drawings withwitheacllwitheacheacheaclleacll-
other

each-

otherother . Hundreds ofofstudentsstudents have beenbeen-

encouraged

been-

encouragedencouraged to send in their work forfor-

publication

for-

publicationpublication in the HunikZooI/unikIunikHunik/ ZooZoo-
"It

'.

"ItIt" gives town kids a chance to learnlearn-
about

learn-
aboutabout village life and village kidskidsaa chancechance-

toto learn about town ,
" said Sue Leap

, itsits-

editor

its-

editoreditor of 13 years .

HuniklIunik Zoo ' ( pronounced HuhnKuhn nicknick-

zoo

nick-

zoo200)200zoo ) means "beautifulbeautiful" messenger " oror-

"good

or-

"good"goodgood" news " in Koyukuk Athabascan . ItIt-

is

It-

isis funded bybyaa grant from the state OfficeOffice-

of

Office-

ofof AlcoholAlcoholandand Drug Abuse and TCC andand-
is

and-
isis intended to provide an abuse prevenpreven-¬-

.
,

tionti n messagemessag for students ., The paper isis-

sent

is-

sentsent to 42 Interior villages , 21
.,
schools jninin-

the
in-

thethe Fairbanks North StarScarSr r BoroyghBoroughBoro gh SchoolSchool-

District

School-

DistrictDistrict and thenthen some ,.

The drug prevention message is subtlesubtle-

because

subtle-

becausebecause it usuallyusuaJIy comes from the kids ,

not in a preachy editorial , Leap said . AcAc-AcAc-

cording
Ac-

cording

¬-

cording to HZsHZ's' surveys , kids respond toto-

their

to-

theirtheir peers , she said .

On-OnOnaverage-. average , one studentstuden drawing oror-
message

or-
messagemessage per page warns theyoungyoung read ¬:;
ers of the dangers of alcohol , drug oror-

tobacco

or-

tobaccotobacco use .

But the most heart-wrenchingheartwrenching- contricontri-contri-
butions

contri-
butions

¬-

butions come when children write of theirtheir-

grief

their-

griefgriefgriefandand confusion over the deathdeathofof aa-

loved

a-

lovedlovedlovedoneone that was caused by alcoholalcohof ,

drug or tobacco use , LeapLeapsaidsaid .

"ItIt" really tan be sad ,
" Leap said .

Children gain a boost in their self-esselfesself-es-selfes-
teem

selfes-
teem

- ¬-

teem when theytheyseesee their work in thethe-

paper

the-

paperpaper , she added . Not only that , the stustu-stustu-
dent

stu-
dent

¬-

dent stories encourage beginning readersreaders-
and

readers-
andand writers alike .

Teachers consistentlyconsistentlysaysay the paper hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen an essential tool in InteriorInterior-
children's

Interior-
children'schildren'schildrens' education , according to HZIlZIlZ-

yearly

HZ-

yearlyyearly surveys .

The Hunik ZooZoo'ftrstZooftrstZoo'firstZoofirst'fast appeared in magamaga-maga-
zine

maga-
zine

¬-

zine form in 1980 . In 1981 , the magazinemagazine-
format

magazine-
formatformat was dropped , using newsprint inin-inin-

stead

in-

stead

¬-

stead . The paper became a feature in thethe-

Nortbland
the-

NorthlandNorthlandNortbland News, the Fairbanks DailyDaily-

NewsMiners

Daily-

NewsMiner'sNews-Miner'sNewsMiner'sMinersNews-Miners- '' Bush edition in 1982 ,. A yearyear-
later

year-
laterlater , the managing editor Kent SturgisSturgis-

brought
Sturgis-

broughtbrought it to the daily paper , saving

11

"

choice spots for positioning the popularpopular-
feature

popular-
featurefeature . ,.

"WeWe" wanted to have content for kidskids-

in

'

'

in the papepap Here comes Sue with HunikHunik-

Zoo ' "
. "ItIt" lovelove-

at

love-

at

Zoo , Sturgis said recently was

at first sight..
" '

Because of shrinking budgets , the News-NewsNews-

Miner

New-

sMinerdropped

New-

sMinerdropped

-

MinerMinerdroppeddropped the page by the late 1980s .

, By then , the HunikHunikZoo'hadHunikZoohadZoo ' had becomebecome-

mostly

become-

mostlymostly the work of children , LeapLeapsaid' said ,

with little editorialeditorialvoicevoice ,, and the 'paperpaper'paper-

was
''paperaper

was gaining popularity . SubmissionsSubmissions-

poured

Submissions-

pouredpoured in and the paper grew into anan-

eightpage

an-

eightpageeight-pageeightpage- tabloid , which is mailedmailedoutout oror-

sent

or-

sentsent to the Fairbanks School District forfor-

distribution

for-

distributiondistribution .

Today HunikJ/unikJunikIlunikZoo'hasIlunikZoohas/ Zoo ' has a circulationcirculaticincirculationof-ofof.of-.

10,00010000, . In addition to the Interior , otherother-

viltlges

other-

villagesvillagesviltlgesvillages: andaandreadersddreadersreaders as far away as HawaiiHawaii-

also

Hawaii-

alsoalso get the paper .

One former contributer , DeborahDeborah-
Deaton

Deborah-
DeatonDeaton from Beaver , is a graduated in
1996 from the UniversityUniversiUniversityofof Alaska FairFair-FairFair-

banks
¬
-'

banks , wherewhere she waswaSwas:;' JournalismJournatsmJournat sm andand-
Broadcast

'

Broadcast Student of .thethe.the Year . DaveDave-
Brenner

Dave-
BrennerBrenner , an award-winningawardwinning- graphicgraphi artart-artart-
ist

art-
ist

¬-

ist for the News-MinerNewsMinerNews Miner- , also sent work toto-
Hunik

to-
HunikZoo'asHunikZoo'zsHunikZoozsHunikZoo'asHunikZooasHunik Zoo 'as a child . BertinaBettina Ramay nownow-
works

now-
worksworks in payrollpayrollatat TCC , but as a childchildsheshe -.
sent in doodles of the dog mushers sheshe-

saw

she-

sawsaw in her home village of Minto .

Future plans for the Hunik Zoo ' inin-inin-

clude
in-

clude
¬-

clude a web page and perhaps radio oror-

television

or-

televisiontelevision pieces . In addition , the newsnews-news-

paper

news-

paper

¬-

paper sponsors a yearly photo contest..

Diana Campbell hasbas been the HunikHunik-

Zoo

Hunik-

ZooZoo ' editorial assistant for thetbe past twotwo-

years

two-

yearsyears . Leap , meanwhile , also won firstfirst-
place

first-
placeplace awardsawardsJromfrom the Press Club in 19961996-

for

1996-

forfor best layout - nondailiesnondai/iesnondaiies/ .


