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Village unity needed for progress
Since thethe"splinteredthesplintered.,.""splinteredsplintered" group " whomwhom-

they
whom-

theythey call Traditional Elders CouncilsCouncUs camecame-
to

came-
toto be in the Nelson Island/AkulmiutIslandAkulmiutIslandAkulmiutIslIslndlndl/(Akulmiut area ,

the elders started believing that they cancan-
do

can-
dodo just about anything on their own . TheyThey-
have

They-
havehave become dictators of their own vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages , outlawing theirtheit IRA/traditionalIRAtraditional// andand-
city

and-
citycity councils , and most ridiculously , theythey-
divided

they-
divideddivided themselves from the youngeryounger-
population

younger-
populationpopulation in their villages ... Once-closeOncecloseOnceclosef-
amily

Onceclosef-
amily

-

family ties are broken up because of this .

Our valuable elders are brainwashed andand-
have

and-
havehave gone astray . We younger people areare-
not

are-
notnot being listened to , andandwhenwhen we trytry-

to
try-

toto talk to the elders , they telltellusus that wewe-

h

we-
havehaveh ve the mindmindofof the state and follow itsits-

ways
its-

waysways .

I am proud to say that my communitycommunity-
isis far from being involved with them ., OurOur-
wise

Our-
wisewise elders , , like late chief Honorable BillyBilly-

Lincoln

Billy-

LincolnLincoln Sr ,.,, were quick to understand thatthat-
this

that-
thisthis move is not goinggo g to benefit our comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity and residents .

It is really sad to see nearby commucommu-commu-
nities

commu-
nities

¬-

nities where our relatives live fightingfighting-
with

fighting-
withwith their IRA/traditionalIRAtraditionalIRAtraditionalcouncil// council and citycity-
council

city-
councilcouncil . It is through my ownow frustrationsfrustrations-
that

frustrations-
thatthat I must try to get this message out.. I

,

hope that some younger people who asas-asas-
sist

as-
sist

¬-

sist these elders might somehow see thethe-
brighter

the-
brighterbrighter side ofofworkingworking with their wholewhole-

community

whole-

communitycommunity . Once the community is didi-didi-
vided

di-
vided

¬-

vided , it cannot progress . But if the comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity is united ,. they can make goodgood-
progress

good-
progressprogress to benefit their communities .

State and federalfederalagenciesagencies are withwith-with-
holding

with-
holding

¬-
.

holding funds because there is no federfeder-feder-
ally

feder-
ally

¬--

ally recognized organization in some ofof-
these

of-
thesethese villages to administer the money .

Communities are depriving themselves ofof-

projects

of-

projectsprojects that could benefit their commucommu-commu-
nity

commu-
nity

¬-

nity and provide jobs for young people ,

but not because of funding agencies .

The lack of projects and jobs in thesethese-

communities
these-

communitiescommunities is forcing some youngyoungyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople to turn to drugs and alcohol.. WhyWhy-
must

Why-
mustmust we make it worse when we can getget-
our

get-
our

'-

help
h-

elp
'-
helpreduce

'
our hands on funding sources to helphelp-
reducereduce these kinds of problems ? .

Worse yet , welfare reform has begunbegun-
itsits countdown ,. Many or allaU ofofourour villagesvillages-
and

villages-
andandandvillagevillage corporations have not comecome-
up

come-
upup with cash income to give currentcurrent welwel-wel-
fare

wel-
fare

¬-

fare recipients jobs onceonconce welfare is nono-
longer

no-
longerlonger available to them .
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Village unifyunity needed
ContinuedCollli"uedfromCollliuedfrom" from page22-

The
2-

The
2-

TheThe leaders , who are not from this area ,

have brainwashedbrainwashedourour wise , loving andand-

trusting

and-

trustingtrusting elders- making them believe thatthat-

they

that-

theythey can do just about anything on theirtheir-

own

their-

ownown . They promised them millions ofof-

dollars

of-

dollarsdollars that they ancan get at their own disdis-disdis-
cretion

dis-
cretion

¬-

cretion . It has been more than five years'years'years-
since

'years-
since

'

since their leaders promised that they will

get the money , but where is that money ?

I am now andandwillwill continue to tell vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage elders : "YouYou" are not yourselves . YouYou-

must
You-

mustmust come out of that coma to return toto-
your

to-
youryour rightfulrightfulselvesselves and once again helphelp-

unite

help-

uniteunite your own communities . GodGodwillwillwill-

help
will-

helphelp .
"

James CharlieCharlje Sr.

ToksookBayToksook Bay


