
'

AVI offers
. -

rural tourismtourismtourismseminars
I

seminars for communities ,, individuals
'

.

Alaska Village Initiatives1Initiatives '" Rural Tourtour-touri-
sm

Tour-
ism

¬-

ism Center isis'lookin-

g

islookin-

g'
looking to coordinatecoordinate ruralrural-

tourism
rural-

tourismtourism seminars for Alaska communitiescommunities-
Interested

communities-
interestedinterested in learning more aboutabohtabout tourismtourism-
development

tourism-
developmentdevelopment andandmanagementmanagement .. TheseThese-

customdesigned

These-

customdesignedcustom-designedcustomdesignedcustomdesignedseminars- seminars take into concon-con-
sideration

con-
sideration

¬-

sideration eacheachcommunity'scommunity'scommunitys' infrastrucinfrastruc-infrastruc-

ture

infrastruc-
ture

¬-

ture development and progress in settingsetting-
up

setting-
upup a tourism industry . AllAllruralAllruralbasedrural-basedruralbasedrural--basedruralruralbased-
Alaska

--basedbased-
AlaskaAlaska communities or individuals areare-
encouraged

are-
encouragedencouraged to use the Center'sCenters' servicesservices-
free

services-
freefree of charge ,.

"InIn" cooperation withwithotherother tourism orgaorga-orga-

nization

orga-

nization

¬-

nization , such as the Alaska Visitors AssociaAssocia-Associa-

tion

Associa-

tion

¬-

tion (AVA ) , the Alaska Tourism MarketingMarketing-

Council

Marketing-

CouncilCouncil CATMC(ATMC), and the Alaska Division ofof-
Tourism

of-
TourismTourismTourism., we have already organizedorganizedsemisemisemi-semi-

nars

semi-

nars

¬-

nars in severalseveralareasareas such as Nome , BethelBethel-

andand Unalaska . We have found these semisemi-semi-

nars

semi-

nars

¬-

nars to be most helpful in allowing commucommu-commu-
nities

commu-
nities

¬-

nities to definederme their roles in tourism develdevel-devel-

opment

devel-

opment

¬-

opment ,
" said Carolyn Bettes , coordinator ofof-

the
of-

thethe Rural Tourism Center .

Rural Tourism SeminarSeminar topics mightmight-
include

might-
includeinclude how to assess a community'scommunityscommunity'scommunitys' tourtour-tour-
ism

tour-
ism

¬-

ism potential ; the current state ofofruralruralrural-
tourismj

rural-

tourismtourismtourismj ; communitycommunitcommunity development andand-
tour

and-
tourtour planning ; how t6totocreatecreate a successfulsuccessful-
tour

successful-
tourtour product ; ways'tqwaystqways '<

tQ workworkwithwith tourism ,

partnerspartnersj ; tourism associations and howhow-

they

how-

theytheytheyworkwork ; business planning ; identifyingidentifying-
visitor

identifying-
visitorvisitor needs ; and marketing .

A combination of guest speakers andand-
loc

and-

locallocdllocalloclocalexpertsllexpertsexperts are typically used to leadleadalead-

seminar

lead-

seminar
a

seminar . There is no cost for using thethe-

Center's

the-

Center'sCenter'sCenters' coordination services , but thosethose-

interested

those-

interestedinterested in holding a seminar could bebbebe-

askedasked to pay for room rental , refreshrefresh-refresh-

ments
refresh-

ments

¬-

ments , backgroundbackgroundmaterialsmaterials and , inin-
some

in-

somesome cases , travel expenses for guestguest-
speakers

guest-
speakersspeakers ..

The Center was created a year ago toto-
assist

to-
assistassist individuals , companies and commucommu-commu-

nities

commu-

nities

¬-

nities interested in developing rural tourtour-tour-

ism

tour-

ism

¬-

ism products andandservicesservices .. It has alreadyalready-
helped

already-
helpedhelped more than 7575 individuals deterdeter-¬-

mine their next step inthein1hein'the' tourism develdevel-devel-

opment

devel-

opment

¬-

opment process and has served as anan-
important

an-
importantimportant link between economic develdevel-devel-
opment

devel-
opment

¬-

opment and the tourism industry .

Over the last year , the Center also hashas-
created

has-
createdcreated a tourism developmentdevelop ent resourceresource-
library

resource-
librarylibrary , developed a networknetworkofofofruralrural tourtour-tour-
ism

tour-
ism

¬-

ism contacts and completed a survey ofof-
lodges

of-
lodgeslodges in rural Alaska . Another survey , toto-
define

to-
definedefine the different types ofofruralrural tourtour-
products

tour-
productsproducts , is planned for the coming year .

"InterestInterest" in thethe.potentialthepotentialthe.potentialof. potentialpotentialofof tourismtouri&JtouriJtours &!? inin-

rural

in-

ruralrural areasareas of the state continues to growgr6wgt 'ww'
,
"

saidsa.idsaid. BettesBetties .,
"II" encourage anyone who isis-

considering
is-

consideringconsidering their options in the tourism

industry to contact us> '

For more information on seminar coorcoor-coor-
dination

coor-
dination

¬-

dination or other services , call the CenterCenter-
tollfree

Center-
tollfreetoll-freetollfree- at 1-800-848-233218008482332- - -- or , in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age, at (907)907( ) 274-54002745400- '
. Or writewrit to 1577 CC-

St
C-

StStSt... , Suite 304 , AnchorageAnchorAnchoragege , Alaska 99501..

The Rural Tourism Center is a joint
.'

venture between the Alaska Division ofof-
Tourism

of-
TourismTourism and Alaska VillageV llage Initiatives , aa-
nonprofit

a-
nonprofitnon-profitnonprofit- , membership-basedmembershipbased- companycompany-
dedicated

company-
dedicateddedicated to improvingimprovin the well-beingwellbeing- ofof-
rural

of-
ruralrural Alaska communitiescommumties , families andand-
individuals

and-
individualsindividuals . The Center also receives supsup-sup-
port

sup-
port

¬-

port from the U.SUS. . Department of AgriculAgricul-Agricul-

ture
Agricul-

ture
¬-

ture , Rural Development..


