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Heath Cox , (left), BranchBranch-
Manager

Branch-
ManagerManager of the NBA BethelBethel-
Branch

Bethel-
BranchBranch,, at the Donlin CampCamp-

setting
Camp-

settingsetting up a direct depositdeposit-
account

deposit-
accountaccount with Harry Morgan .
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DbntinDon11nDOnlIinDbntin-
Creek

Don11n-
Creek'Mine

DOnlIin-
CreekCreekCreekICreek'MineCreekMine

I'

MineMine-
Looks

Mine-
Looks

Creek'MineLooks
Looks ToTo-

LongTerm
To-

Long
To-

LongTermLong-TermLongTermLongTermLong--TermLong-Long--TermTerm-
Profits

LongTermProfits
Profits

ne of the more sizablesizable-

projects

sizable-

projectsprojects in bush AlaskaAlaska-

is
. One00neI is taking shape in thethe-

middlemiddle KuskokwimKuskokwim-

areaarea northeast of AniakAniak-

near
Aniak-

nearrearnear the village of Crooked Creek..

Named the Donlin Creek Project , it is aa-

gold

a-

goldgoldgoldmineralmineral exploration project operatoperat-operat-

ed

operat-

ed

¬-

ed by PacerPac r Dome UU.SUS. S. , Inc . , on landslands-
leased

lands-
leasedleased from the Calista Corporation andand-

The

and-

TheThe Kuskokwim CorporatioaCorporation.. TheThe-

Donlin

The-

DonlinDonlin Creek Project Camp is a remoteremote-

camp

remote-

campcamp over 15 miles inland from thethe-

Kuskokwim

the-

KuskokwimKuskokwim River . It consists of moremore-

than

more-

thanthan 50 portable steel and canvas buildbuild-build-

ings

build-

ings

¬-

ings and includes a 5,5005500,, foot runwayrunway-
During

..

During peakpeakexplorationexploration season thethe-

camp

the-

campcampcampemployedemployed moremorethanthanthan 100 workwork-work-
ers

work-
ers

¬-

ers , over 50 % of whom were Calista

shareholders from nearbynearbyvillagesvillages .

What makes the Donlin ProjectProjectsososo-

impressive

so-

impressiveimpressive is its size . There are alreadyalready-
five

already-
fivefive diamond drilldrillcorecore cutting rigs onon-
site

on-
sitesite and Placer Dome has pumped milmil-mil-

lions

mil-

lions

¬-

lions of dollars into the project . This isis-

good

is-

goodgood news for both Calista and TheThe-

Kuskokwim

The-

KuskokwimKuskokwim Corporation because thethe-

larger

the-

largerlarger the operation becomes , thethe-
greater

the-
greatergreater the potential to affect economiceconomic-

development
economic-

developmentdevelopment in the region includingincluding-
increased

including-
increasedincreased shareholder employmentemployment-

opportunity

employment-

opportunityopportunity on the project.. AlthoughAlthough-
only

Although-
onlyonly in the exploration state at thisthis-

time

this-

timetime , should an adequate ore body bebe-

found

be-

foundfound , the project has the potential toto-

hire

to-

hirehire as many as 600 people during the

2-323- year construction and developmentdevelopment-

stage

development-

stagestage, and 200-400200400-- people on a full-timefulltime-

---
basis after the mine comescomes on line .

Costs to construct and develop a minemine-

are

mine-

areare expected to be in the range of $200200$200-

million

$200-

million

$

million to $400400$$ million .

At the present time , rockrocksamplessamplessamples-

areare being drilled and split at the DonlinDonlin-

Project

Donlin-

ProjectProject and then air freighted intointo-

Anchorage
into-

AnchorageAnchorage to the Placer DomeDtmteDtmte-

Technical

Dome-

TechnicalTechnical Service Lab where they areare-

dried

are-

drieddried , crushed, split andandshippedshipped to thethe-

assay

the-

assayassay lab in Vancouver , BritishBritish-

Columbia
British-

ColumbiaColumbia .

To date , the technicians inin-
Anchorage

in-
AnchorageAnchorage have prepared andand-
archived

and-
archivedarchived more than 16,00016000, samplessamples-
from

samples-
fromfrom the project , which amounts toto-

almost

to-

almostalmost 150 tons of rock .

According to Sue Gamache , ViceVice-

President

Vice-

PresidentPresident of Corporate Affairs at Calista

Corporation, Placer Dome has commitcommit-commit-

ted

commit-

ted

¬-

ted to continue explorationexplora.tion. in 1997 atat-

approximately
at-

approximatelyapproximately the same level or slightslight-slight-

ly

slight-

ly

¬-

ly larger than in 1996 . During the sumsum-sum-

mer

sum-

mer

¬-

mer of 1996, the National Bank ofof-

Al

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAl ska Branch Manager from Bethel ,

Heath Cox , was invited to the DonlinDonlin-

Creek

Donlin-

CreekCreek camp . He traveled to DonlinDonlin-

Creek

Donlin-

CreekCreek to open accounts for shareholdsharehold-sharehold-
ers

¬-

ers and provide direct deposit of thethe-

payroll

the-

payrollpayroll for Calista Corporation. AfterAfter-

visiting

After-

visitingvisiting the mine site , Cox said , "II"I-

appreciated

"' 1'1-

appreciatedappreciated the opportunity to help thethe-

shareholders

the-

shareholdersshareholders and was able to see firstfirst-

hand

first-

handhand how the operation was progressprogress-progress-

.ing

progress-

ing

¬-

ing.ing. . With our NBA Branch in BethelBethel-

we

Bethel-

wewe look forward to the opportunity toto-

service

to-

serviceservice the ongoing needs of the DonlinDonlin-

Creek

Donlin-

CreekCreek Mining project . " .

AcrossA ross Alaska , there are a growinggrowingnumbernumber ofof-
small

of-
smallbusinesssmallsmall-businesssmallbusiness.- business assistance organizations springingspringi1g!: to lifel fe .

J hese small business assistanceassistance-

organizations

assistance-

organizationsTheseT organizations are specificallyspecifically-

geared

specifically-

gearedgeared toward assisting cottagecottage-

industry

cottage-

industryindustry businesses . Recognizing that aa-

strong

a-

strongstrong economy for the village is basedbased-

on

based-

onon healthy businesses in the village , thethe-

focus

the-

focusfocus of this effort is to encourage ecoec0-ec0eco--ec0-
nomic

eco-

nomic

-¬

nomic development to occur from thethe-

grass

the-

grassgrass roots up.

For the Native seeking assistance inin-
starting

in-
startingstarting a smallsmaIl business there is thethe-

Tlingit

the-

TlingitTlingit Haida Central Council'sCouncilsCouncil's-

Business

Council's-

Business

'
Business and Economic DevelopmentDevelopmen-

tDepartment

Development-

DepartmentDepartment.. It can provide assistanceassistance-

inin the writing of business plans or, forfor-

more

for-

moremore established businesses , the departdepart-depart-

ment

depart-

ment

¬-

ment can assist with financialfiana1 forecastforecast-forecast-

ing

forecast-

ing

¬-

ing ., Even though the Tlingit HaidaHaida-

Central

Haida-

CentralCentral Council is located inSoutheastSoutheast-

Alaska

Southeast-

AlaskaAlaska , it has clients throughout Alaska .

For information,, contact CatherineCatherine-

Edwards

Catherine-

EdwardsEdwards , Program Manager (463-7121)(4634637121)7121(463.7121)463.71214637121(--. ) .

The Council hasbas also established aa-

"lending'lendinglending1ending"lending'" circledrcle" called the TinaiTmaTmaaTmaa-

ProgramProgram,, which provides both technicaltechnical-

and

technical-

andand moral support.. AgroupofuptoaA group ofofupup to aa-

half'1lozen

a-

halfdozenhalf-dozenhalfdozenhalf'1lozenhalf1lozen-' businesses are organized ; fivefive-

seminars

five-

seminarsseminars are presentedpresentedonon such subjectssubjects-

asas bookkeeping,, marketing and otherother-

business

other-

businessbusiness essentials.. All of these classesclasses-

are

classes-

areare offered as preliminarypreliminarystepssteps toto-

receiving

to-

receivingreceiving a loan fromfroJR the CouncilCounl..

ApplicationsAppYFationsApp) r coons are takenfor business loansloans-

of

loans-

ofofofupup to $1,5001500$ ,,. The loan must bebe-

approved

be-

approvedapproved by the lendinglendingcirclecirclercle before it
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is presented to the board of directors ofof-

the

of-

thethe CouncilCounl.. Loans are processed one atat-

a

at-

aa time to ensureeach business getsgets-

needed

gets-

neededneeded assistance , and to be sure repayrepay-repay-
ment

repay-
ment

¬-

ment is made .

CatherineCatherine-

Edwards

Catherine-

EdwardsEdwards , TinaTmaTinaTina-
Program

*

Program managermanager-
said

manager-

saidsaid , "NationalNational" Bank ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska has been veryvery-

supportive

very-

supportivesupportive of the lendlend-lend-

ing

lend-

ing

¬-

ing process.. NBANBA-

granted

NBA-

grantedgranted the capital toto-

start

to-

startstart the organizationorganization-
andand the bankbankopenedopenedopened-

the

opened-

thethe line of credit forfor-

the

for-

thethe lending program ."

GoldbeltlnchasGoldbelt IneInc. hashas-

aa Shareholder BusinessBusiness-

Development

Business-

DevelopmentDevelopment ProgramProgram-
for

Program-
forfor larger businesses ,

providingprovidingupup to $2/XK$22XK$2(0)20$2,0002000$,()$2(0)-
in

$2,000-

in

$ /, )

in business consultingconsulting-

expenses

consulting-

expensesexpenses . Judy Mason
(7904990)7904990(790-4990)(7907904990)4990(790.4990)790.4990((-. ) is the Business DevelopmentDevelopment-

Program

Development-

ProgramProgram Manager . Entrepreneurs withwith-

ideas

with-

ideasideas can receive assistance to developdevelop-

loan

develop-

loanloan applications . The loan applicationapplication-

isis then reviewed bybythethe Goldbelt boardboard-

of

board-

ofof directors . Once'aOnceaOncg'aOncgaOn 'aa' loan teis approved ,

the corporation will act as the loan guarguar--guar-
antor

guar-

antor

¬-

antor and submit t the package to a bankbank-

for

bank-

forfor funding.

Another Native organization thatthat-

is

that-

isis making headwayhe.adway. in opening doors of
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opportunity for its members is thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCook Inlet Tribal Council with its newnew-

Tribal

new-

TribalTribal Employment and BusinessBusiness-

Development

Business-

DevelopmentDevelopment Service Office . FullFull-Full-

time

Full-

time

¬-

time staff have been assigned to adviseadvise-

members

advise-

membersmembers on such busibusi-busi-

ness

busi-

ness

¬-

ness issues as employemploy-employ-
ment

employ-
ment

¬-

ment , and contractingcontracting-

and
contracting-

andand subcontractingsubcontracting-

under

subcontracting-

underunder Indian PreferencePreference-

laws

Preference-

lawslaws. Further , to help itsits-

members

its-

membersmembers capitalize onon-
Opportuni

on-
opportunitgsopportunitiesopportunitgsOpportuni (

1,1thethethewSr*
. -wSrwSr-.;\',;. .

:

I ServiceQfficepubJishesanServiceServiceQfficepubJishesServiceOffice<, Jfficepublishespublishespublishes-

an' an annualann\1alann1al\ ALASKAALASKA-

NATIVE

ALASKA-

NATIVENATIVE ANDAMERIAMERI-AMERI-

CAN

AMERI-

CAN

¬-

CAN INDIAN BUSIBUSI-BUSI-

NESS

BUSI-

NESS

¬-

NESS DIRECTORYDIRECIORYDIRECIORY-

which

DIREC DORYDORY-

whichwhich provides suchsuch-
information

such-
informationinformation as companycompany-
contacts

company-
contactscontacts , bondingbondingcapaccapaccapac-capac-

ities

capac-

ities

¬-

ities , and expertise ofof-
Alaskan

of-
AlaskanAlaskan firms .

The Alaska MinorityMinority-
Business

,

Business Development Center openedopenedt-

QtotQ assist aspiringaspiringminorityminority entrepreneursentrepreneurs-

who

entrepreneurs-

whowho want technical assistance in gettinggetting'thei-
r'-

their
t-

heir
.'

their business ventures off thethee ground .

Karen Dieringer ,;, Director of the AlaskaAlaska-

Minority

Alaska-

MinorityMinority Business Development Center ,

is assisted by Counselors AudreyAudrey-

Ranstead

Audrey-

RansteadRanstead aridand Deb Travnick. TheAMB-TheAMBTheAMB-
DC

The AMB-AMB-AMB-
DC

AMB-

DC

--

DC is dedicated to assisting minorityminority-

businesses

minority-

businessesbusinesses operating in Alaska.. ServicesSeMcesSeMces-

include

Services-

includeinclude but are not limited to developing

business plans , preparing loan proposals ,

establishing general accounting procepr0ce-pr0ceproce--pr0ce-
dures

proce-

dures

¬-

dures and assistance in performing marmar-mar-

ket

mar-

ket

¬-

ket research.. The center'scenters' policy is toto-

work

to-

workwork one-on-oneoneon--- -- with clients guidingguiding-
them

guiding-
themthem through the process ofofreachingreachingreaching-

their

reaching-

theirtheir business goals . Minority firms andand-
individuals

and-
individualsindividuals from all over the state areare-

encouraged

are-

encouragedencouraged to utilize the AlaskaAlaska-

Minority

Alaska-

MinorityMinority BusinessBusines:; Development Center .

For more information,, please call

452-82514528251452-84528-- 1 in FairbanksFaiIbanks , or 800478-68228004786822800-418-6822800418800.478-682800.478682800.4786828004186822-
extensions

-. -- ,,,

.

. ' extensions-extensions- 327533275,,
.-
3276

3-

276
.
3276 orof. 32773m statewide .

DependingDependingonon your project,, therethere-

are

there-

areare also many grant-givinggrantgiving-- foundationsfoundations-
that

foundations-
thatthat are always looking for credible busibusi-busi-
nesses

busi-
nesses

¬-

nesses.. One of these is First NationsNations-

Development

Nations-

DevelopmentDevelopment Institute,, (540-371-5615)(5405403715615)5615( -371-5615)3715615)5615- ),

a non-profitnonprofit- organization dedicated toto-

help

to-

helphelp Native American communities gaingain-

economic

gain-

economiceconomic self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency-- . The InstituteInstitute-

provides

Institute-

providesprovides grants and technical assistanceassistance-

toto Native controlled groups which "harhar"har-"har-
ness

"har-
ness

" ¬-

ness the spirit of entrepreneurship andand-
Native

and-
NativeNative culture . " Recently FirstFll'StFllStFust' NationsNations-

gave

Nations-

gavegave a $30X10030X100$3OXX3OXX$30,00030000$$,(), grant to the InteriorInterior RiverRiver-

Arts

River-

ArtsArts and Crafts Cooperative inAniak...

The goal of the grant is to provideaa-

market

a-

marketmarket outlet for artists in six remote vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages in theYukon and Kuskokwim rivriv-rivriv-
er

riv-
er

¬-

er regions . Other non-profitsnonprofits- can bebe-

identified

be-

identifiedidentified by visiting your local librarylibrary-

oror calling the Foundation Center inin-

Washington

in-

WashingtonWashington D.CDCD . CC. .


