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AnchorageAnchorageChamber6hamberChamberGthamber of Commercemembersbers discuss their impressionsimpre'ssionsimpressions' withw th theresidents of DillinghamDltlingham
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Native elders listened to the impressions of theirthe" visitors
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Anchorage
"

Chamber of CommerceCQmmerce Visits DillinghamDil inghaqtinghaqtI: I

i he Anchorage Chamber of ' I'

TheT_ CommerceCommere recently.recently
. completedcompleted-

its. its second triphip to rural AlaskaAJaskaAJaska-

this
Alaska-

thisthis past October by traveling toto-

Dillingham

to-

DillinghamDillingham and .thethe.
five communities ofof-

King

of-

KingKing Sahnon-NaknekSahnonNaknekSalmon-NaknekSalmon- , Manokotak,

New Stuyahok, and Togiak .

The triphiphipwastripwaswas organized throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe Chamber'sChambers' AlaskaAJaska RuralRural-

Partnership

Rural-

PartnershipPartnership Committee which isis-

chaired

is-

chairedchaired by Janie Leask , MBA'sMBAsNBA'sNBAs'' ViceVice-

President

Vice-

PresidentPresident for CommunityCommunity-
Development

Community-
DevelopmentDevelopment.. The Chamber createdcreated-

this

created-

thisthis standing committee in the fall of
1993 because it recognized the criticalcritical-

role

critical-

rolerole Anchorage plays as a business andand-

service

and-

servicevservice, service hub in our state and that it waswas-
in

was-
inin the interest of the AnchorageAnchorage-

Chamber

Anchorage-

ChamberChamber and its members to underunder-under-

stand

under-

stand

¬-

stand more about rural Alaska . The

committee organized its first triphip inin-

January

in-

JanuaryJanuary of 191996% to Bethel and five sursur-sur-

rounding

sur-

rounding

¬-

roundingroundingvillagesvillages .

Twenty-fourTwentyfour- urban business menmen-

and

men-

andand women traveled to Dillingham thisthis-

p

this-

pastpastp t October . For many-'itman-yitmany-"itman-yitmany,,'"it was theirtheir-
first

their-
firstfirst triphip to rural Alaska . The triphiphipwastripwaswaswas-

coordinated

was-

coordinatedcoordinated with the help of theth-
eDilling

the-

DillinghamDillinghamDillingam Chamber, Bristol BayBayNati-

ve'Corporation

BayNati-

ve'Corporation
'

NativeNative'Corporatio-

n

NativeCorporatio-

n

Native'Corporatio-

n

NativeCorporatio-

n

Corporation , and Bristol BayBay-

Native

Bay-

NativeNative Association . Village hosts forfor-

the

for-

thethe visitvisif included Mayor MosesMoses-

Toyukak

Moses-

ToyukakToyukak of Manokotak , Wally Gust ofof-

New

of-

NewNew Stuyahok , MayorMayqr EdwinEdwin-

Anderson

Edwin-

AndersonAnderson of the Bristol Bay Borough ,

Peter AbrahamAbr of Togiak and MayorMayor-

David

Mayor-

DavidDavid BoukerBouker of Dillingham .

Participants spent a full day inin-

IJillingham

in-

DillinghamDjllinghamIJillinghamDillingham before dividing into fourfour-

groups

four-

groupsgroups and flyingflyingoutout to theth villages

((King Salmpn-NaknekSalmpnNaknekSalmon-NaknekSalmon- were includedindu&dindudinclud&ddasasas-

one

as-

oneone site .) They spent the night in thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage , and met with community leadlead-lead-

ers

lead-

ers

¬-

ers , residents, and elders. They touredtoured-

the

toured-

thethe community and school and had aa-

chance

a-

chancechance to meet face-to-facefacetoface-ta-faceta-- -- withwithresiresiresi-resi-

dents

resi-

dents

¬-

dents to discuss problems of mutualmutual-
concern

mutual-
concernconcern - educa-educa-

faontionlion, economiceconomiceconomic-

developmentdevelopment , locallocal-

control

local-

controlcontrol , subsissubsis-subsis-

tence

subsis-

tence

¬- .

tence , socialsoda! issues ,

law enforcement ,

and waysways-

Auchorage
waysA
AnchoragechorageAuchorageA couldcould-

build

could-

buildbuild a better relarela-rela-

tionship

rela-

tionship

¬-

tionshiptionshipwithwithwithruralruralrural-

communities

rural-

communitiescommunities .

"TheThe'The"' triphiphipwastripwaswas an overwhelmingoverwhelming-
success

overwhelming-
successsuccess ," noted Janie Leask , NBA ViesViceVice-

President

Vice-

PresidentPresident of Community Development...
"TheseThese'These"'' hipstrips are helping to bridge a betbet-bet-
ter

bet-
ter

¬-

ter understandingundelStanding between urban andand-

rural

and-

ruralrural people . Once people have thethe-

opportunity

the-

opportunity and talk face-to-facetoface-ta-tafaceto-
face

facetaf-
ace

facetof-
ace
opportunity to meet -- --

face about issues important in theirtheir-
lives

their-
liveslives , ifit'sits'' s amazing how quicklyquicklymispermisper-misperrnisper-rnispermisper-
ceptions

rnisper-

ceptions

misper-

ceptions

-

ceptions are corrected and issues areare-

better

are-

betterbetter understood . A direct result ofof-

this

of-

thisthis triphiphipwastripwaswas the Chamber'sChambers' recent resores0-res0reso--res0-
lution

reso-
lution

-¬

lution whichwhichcallscalls for a vote by the peope0-pe0peo--pe0-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple on an amendment to the state concon-con-

stitution

con-

stitution

¬-

stitution which , ififap'provedifapprovedapprovedap'proved' , wouldwould-

authorize

would-

authorizeauthorize ruralMal subsistence preference ."

The Chamber is planningplanningaa thirdthird-

trip

third-

triptrip in the SpringSpringofof 1997 to Kotzebue .


