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natives paid a school tax
but native children were not
allowed to attend public
schools

discrimination extended to
housing too the peratroperatto
viches who moved to juneau
from klawockkladock in 1941 made
arrangements to lease a home
they liked when the owners
discovered they were native
thedie lease was cancelled
though many including then

gov ernest gruening fought
against racism anti
discrimination legislation was
introduced and deafcatcddeafeated in tiedie

1943 territorial legislature
two years later it came up

again and passed inili the house
but faced strong opposition inili
thedie senate A juneau senator
spoke against liedic equal rights
bill during a floor debate

far from being brought
closer togethertogctlicr which will
result from this bill the racesfaces
sliould be kept furdierapartfurrierfuruier apart liefic

said who arcare these people
barely out of savagery who
want to associate with us
whites with 50005.000 years of re-
cordedc civilicivilization7aaionation behind ustus

then as was thedie practice of
thedie day people in thedie gallery
were asked if theytlieyaliey had com-
ments on thedie bill roy acrapcra11cra

trovich at the request of a sen-
ator already spoke in favor of
the measuremcisurc elizabeth peratro-
vich then stepped to the
podium

1 I would not have expected
that 1I who am barely out of
savagery would have to remind
gentlemen with 5000 years of
recorded civilization behind
them of our bill of rights
she said
minutes later she was asked if

shesite thought hethe bill would stop
discrimination do your laws
against larceny and even murder
prevent those crimes no law
will eliminate crimes but at
least you as legislators cancall
assert to the world you recog-
nize thedie evil of the present sit-
uation and speak your intent to
help us overcome discrimina-
tion I1 1 1.1 ak1k

llie bill paassenpaasscdpaassed the senatesen ale
11511 5 and was signed into law
clghfdayeight days later
today thqordsthe swordssyords of elizabeth

peptro160pcratrovictiuuhavcit have meaning
the eratra of stituuonalized14stitutionalimd

racismraci0n is14 over
e
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