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NowhereNowhereNowherein-inin.- hiin Alaska has thethe-
history

the-
historyhistory of the native peoplepeople-
been

peo lele-
beenbeen as bloody and harshharshasasasEtthatthat-
of

EtEt-
ofof the once numerous inhabiinhabi-inhabi-
tants

inhabi-
tants

-¬-

tants of the Aleutian Islands..
Massacred and conquered by thethe-
Russians

the-
RussiansRussians , reduced to generationsgenerations-
ofof slave labor , only about 35003500-
Aleuts

3500-
AleutsAleuts stillstil1 ';

,. inhabit the manymany-
islands

many-
islandsislands of the wind swept chainchairschain-
stre

chairs-

stretchingstretchingstre ching thousands of miles

southwest of Mainland Alaska .

Last week , in the UJSU.sUs.. . DisDis-Dis-
trict

Dis-
trict

-¬-

trict Court in Anchorage , thethe-
Aleut

the-
Aleut

.
Aleut League-LeagueLeaguebegan-. began actions toto-
opposeoppose stillstil1 another possiblepossible-
threat

possible-
threatthreat to their people-thepeoplethe- sche-scheache-achesche-
duled

sche-
duled

ache-
duled

- ,

duled Atomic Energy CommisCo111111i.s-Co111111i.sCommis-Co111111i.-

ssion
Commis-

sion
.-¬-

sion 5S megation Cannikin blast .

SeptemberIn a complaint filedmed SeptemSeptem-¬-
ber ' 2,. Aleut

, League PresidentPresident-
IIiodor

President-
IliodorDiodorIIiodorIliodor Philemonof , on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof the 3500 Aleuteut'residentseutresidents', residents of'of'of-
the

of-
the

'

the Aleutianeutian and PribflofPribilof Islands1s1ands ,

asked the federal court to prepre-pre-
vent

¬.-
ventnt the AEC from detonatingdetonating-
itsits atomic test on AmchitkaAmclAmchitka-
Island

tkatka-
IslandIsland .

As an action by a ' nativenative-
group

native-
groupgroup , the Aleut suit is unpreunpre-unpre-
cedented

¬-.
cedented .

The Aleut people today ,. asas-
they

as-
theythey have from time immemorialimmemorial-
earn

immemorial-
earnearn their living from the seasea-
which

sea-
whichwhich surrounds their islandisland-
homeL

island-
homeshomeshomeL.. Their ' biggestbigest fear , fromfrom-
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the largest underground nuclearnuclear-
test

nuclear-
testtest in the United States , is thatthat-
some

that-
somesome form of radiation wfllwill leakleak-
into

leak-
intointo the sea-pollutingseapolluting-- the oceanocean-
and

ocean-
andand the ocean life which givesgives-
them

gives-
themthem sustenance and income .

skepticalthat"TheyThey"" are afraid , skepticalskeptical-
thatthat something might happen ," .

Philemonof characterized hishis-
people

his-
peoplepeople in a telephone interviewinterview-
with

interview-
withwith the TUNDRA TIMES onon-
Friday

on-
FridayFriday . "TheirTheiro7heir"" greatest fear isis-
of

is-
ofof radiation leakage into thethe-
oceanaffecting

the-
oceanaffectingoceanocean-affectingoceanaffecting-affecting the marine lifelife-
on

life-
onon which the Aleut peoplepeopleople dede-dede-
pend

¬.-
pend for their survival.survival-

Probably
. '

Probably , and the AEC has aa-
host

a-
hosthost of experts who wfllwill ., statestate-
the

state-
thethe excellent statistical probabilprobabil-probabi-
litiesthe

probabi-
litiesthe

¬-

ities-itiesitiestheities-theitiesthe--the nuclear blast at Amchit-AmchitAmchiAmchit-
ka

Amchit-
ka

,-

ka wfllwill produce no great deledele-dele-
terious

¬.-
terious effects..

There is very little probabilityprobability-
ofof large scale earthquake , tsutsu-tsutsu-
nami

¬.-
nami , volcanic action or radiaradia-radia-
tion

radia-
tion

¬-

tion leakage into either thethe-
atmosphere

the-
atmosphereatmosphere or01 the ocean. HowHow-How-
ever

¬.-
ever , the very possibility ofsuchsuch-
occurrences

such-
occurrencesoccurrences frightens the AleutAleu-
tpeoplewho

Aleu-
tpeoplewhopeople-whopeoplewho- ask the UJ5U.sUs.. . courtcourt-
why

court-
whywhy their homeshomes'andhomesand

'

and livelihoodslivelihoods-
have

livelihoods-
havehave been chosen to be endanendan-endan-
gered

¬.-
geredger by nuclear testing..

According to AlaskaA1aska LegalLegal-
Services

Legal-
ServicesServices attorney Hugh Fleisher ,
who is handling the Aleut actionacactionon ,
the League wfllwill probably movemove-
within

move-
withinwithin the next two to threethree-
weeks

three-
weeksweeks to ask for an injunctioninjunction-
to

,

to prevent the AECABC from goinggoing-
ahead

going-
aheadahead with the CannikinCann kin blast .

They wfllwill askuk for hearingsheaingsingsononon-
the

on-
thetheywillthe suit-hearingssuithearings- ' at which theythey-
willwfllwill presentptelODt s scientificICientiflC expertsexports,,
testimonyteatimony fromfront , concernedconcerned-
Aleutt

concerned-
Aleuts

.

AleuUAleuttAleuts and other witnesseswitne.eswitnees..
J

WhileWhi1e the suitgrit1Ui4, ofcoursecoune , may ',
bebedenieddenied-denied:- , PhilemonofPhlilemonofPhilem nof andand'theandtheand'thet'

the t''

Aleut LeagueLeaue attorneys believebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat they are ononrumon.firmonfirm., firm legal1ea1 andand-
factual

and-
factual

,
factual groundslO\U1dslOU1dsgrou\ndL.. AlthoughA1thouhmostmost-
ofof the AleutAieut Islands havehe beenbeen-
set

been-
setset aside by the VSU.sUs.. . governmentowmment _

as wildlife refugerefue and/orandor// mfli-mflimili-milimil's-mil'smilsmfli-
tery

mili-
taIY

mil'-
stary

'- ;.

, terytaIYtary basesbues", ,
the ., entire chain isis-

claimed
is-

claimedclaimed by the :
,Aleut LeagueLcaue asII '

part of their ancestralanoettral1aodslands.,.
. Seventeen ' Aleut ' villagesviJJaes dotdot.-
thedotthe.-the

t-he.-the
t-he.
the '-chain

c-

hain'-chain
c-

hain'chain , inhabited by descen-
dents

descen ¬. '

dants'dantsdents' of0(.. a ' people who havehave-
lived

have-
livedlived ., .andandnd worked these , islandsislands-
'forfor'for
.' at least 8,0008000, yearsyean.. ,

It is these people who claimclaim '.

'they'aretheyare.' they :, 'are being endangeredendanered by aa-
ID8II

a-
massivemassiveID8IIVe ,_. nuclear test-a.testtesta.testtesta.testatesttest-ItestItest-aa- ., testtest-
whote

test-
whosewhosewhote affects threaten their lives1M.,
personalpersc;>nal propertyrope and livelihoodlihood

)

without any real form of emeremer-emer-
gency

¬.-

gency contingency planning , oror-
precautions

or-
precautionsprecautions.. '

According to the Aleut Lealea-lea-
gue

Lea-
gue

¬-

gue complaint , the proposed CanCan-
nikin

Can-
nikinnikin test violatesvioviolates,

ates the rights ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir people in several ways .

Cannikin is a high risk experiexperi-experi-
ment

¬.-
ment threatening "destructiondestruction"destruction-
of

"
of and/orandor/ the

.
most serious riskrisk-

of
risk-

ofof deleteriousdeleteriOus effect to the lives ,
property , commerce and culcuIcul-culcul-
tures

¬.-
tures of the AleutAleuf people ."

Among these risks , the suitsuit-
mentions

suit-
mentionsmentions possible earthquake ,

volcanic eruption , tsunami , concon-con-
tamination

con-
tamination

¬-

tamination of the air and/orandorandor-
marine

andor-
marine

/
marine environment . As such ,
the Aleuts claim the AEC blastblast-
constitutes

blast-
constitutesconstitutes an "absoluteabsolute" and inin-inin-
tolerable

in-
tolerable

¬-

tolerable nuisance ."
The suit claims the blastblast-

violates
blast-

violatesviolates the provisions of thethe-
National

the-
NationalNational Environmental PolicyPolicy-
Act

Policy-
ActAct . Among these violations is,
they claim, that no alternativesalternatives-
were

alternatives-
werewere reasonably investigated .

The AleutsMeuts claim ' that thethe-
proposed

the-
proposedproposed actionsctions of the AECAEC-
constitute

AEC-
constituteconstitute 'anan'

an '
abrogation of thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States governmentsgovemm nts' resres-res-
ponsibility

res-
ponsibility

-¬-

ponsibility to thetheAleutsAleuts-Aleuts
-

as nana-nana-
tive

¬.-
tive people of-Alaska-toofAlaskatoofAlaskatoof-of--Alaska-toAlaskato- whomwhom-
the

whom-
thethe UJSu.sus.. . DepartmentDeprtment of thet InIn-InIn-
terior

¬.-
terior owes specificspeci1c obligationsobligations-
toto safeguard their rights and wellwenwen-

being
well-

beingbeing...
"DEFENDANTSDEFENDANTS" *' [ the AECAIe ])

actions are in violations ofof-
PLAINI1FFS

of-
PLAINTIFFSPLAINTIFFSPLAINI1FFS ' [Aleut ]) rights asuuc-
itizens

as-
citizenscitizens of the United States andand-
of

and-
ofof their free enjoyment of theirtheir-
liberty

their-
libertyliberty , propertypropertylandproperty'andpropertyand'andandland' religion inin-
that

in-
thatthat , DEFENDANTS '"

, prepara-preparaprepara-
tion

-':=;.-'
tionLion for

'-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd'

_ plannedp1an d executionexecution-
of

'

of ', the CANNIKINCANN-NNnuclear" - nuckarnuclear , exex-exex-
periment

¬.-
'-

to
t-o',

, periment amounts'amountlamountl'amounts' to a. violaviola-viola-
lion \'oJa ¬.-
tionlion of

,
the PLAOTIFFSPLAINTIFFS ' FifthFifth-

Amondlnent
Fifth-

AmendmentAmendmentAmondlnentAmendment
,
rightshtlrf to due 'pro-'propropro-'pro-

oeII
pro-

oess 'pro-¬-

cessoeIIoess andiRd guaranteesuarantee'apinstsuaranteeapinstguarantee'againstguaranteeagainstguarantee'agains-
tof

'againstagainst' takingtaIdngtaIdng-
ofof privatepriYate propertyproertyprott'rtYprottrtY' without justjust-
compensation " *\compensationcompoDSltiOn.. , II-

LeesLessLees than a ' weekwweek before hehe-
acted

he-
actedacted as representativeropresentative of thethe-
Aleut

'

Aleut LeagueLeue to 'filefile' fJlefile the suitsui-
tapintt

suit-
againstagainstapintt the 1;' AEC , tliodorl1iodorIliodor Phfle-PhflePhi1e--Phi1ePhile--PhilePhfl-
emonofra

Phi1e-

mono
Phile-

monof
- -

monomonofmonofra!,;a. native ofot the PribflofPrib.i1ofPribi1ofPribilof. '

Islandbland of St . ,. GeorgeGeoreewhowho nownow-
lives

now-
liveslives in AnchorageAnchore, i\ participatedparticipated-
'on

participate-
don'onon' on an AEC sponsored; junket toto-
Amdlitka

to-
AmchitkaAmchitkaAmdlitka totowe-wewe,- seeset the preparaprepara-prepara-
tions

¬.-
tions for the giantiant Cannikin blastblast-

"It' "ItIt" waswwits sort ofo! impressryeimpressiveimpresejve, ," ,

he told the TUNDRA TIMESTIMES-
that

TIMES-
that .thaithat dayday.oA1ldayoA1lday"AlldayAll," ."AHAH" of that time andand-
money

and-
money

,

, money spent therethere-theretherethatthere-thattherethat,.
-
that couldcould-

havehave
'
have

.
been spentspent'otherwisespentotherwiseotherwise'otherwise'

."' '

<:


