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THIS ONE ROOM house holds 8 adults and 4 children .
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AGNES AND PAUL James are renting this househouS for $1010$ perper-
month

per-
monthmonth . They have no electricity . They are too far from thethe-
city

the-
citycity pump house . This house is in no better condition than thethe-
house

the-
househouse prior to moving into this one .
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BESSIE WILLIAMS rents this househOUS and she said ftIt is too smallsmall-
now

small-
nownow that two of her children are in their teens.. She said sheshe-
has

she-
hashas no lot or meansmean$ to build .
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JAMES NATHANIEL - is renting this house.. James does not havehavehave-
any

have-
anyany lotloeorlot'orlotor' or meansmeans to build a house of hishlsown':own ..: JamesJam s is raisingr lslng his

'

four children by himself . The children will
.-
require

r-
equire

.
require

. more roomroom-
as

room-
asas they grow older ,. ,'
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THIS BUILDING will be used for the old age boarding homehome-
this

home-
thisthis winter . Anyone wishing to donate to thisthis project can mailmail-
their

mail-
theirtheir donations to AddieAddle Shewfelt , Fort Yukon ,. Alaska .,"'
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THIS IS ONE OF THE oldest houses in Fort Yukon . JohnJJohn-
Jonas

.>hnhn-
JonasJonas , one of the oldtimers,, livesJives here and his daughter andand-
family

and-
familyfamily lives in the adjoining back room . These people have nono-
land

no-
landland or means to build .
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THIS '
HOUSE is a rental unit . Such houses are rentedrerentedtd, too ,

because people just can'tcant' find any place better.
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JESSIE'., LUKEmovedLUKE'tmovedLUKEtmovedLUKE '(; moved her househ use in 1957 to wherewhere she thoughtthoughtthought-
was

thought-
waswas a good location'oolocation' atlon.. Erosion

'
and during the break-tipbreaktipbrNkpbreak-upupbrNk-brNk--p of thethe-

river
the-

riverriver moved herhe hohousese" ,3030,
30 feetfeet'tofeetto'toto' to the river bank. , SheShesaid' sajdsaid she IrISis"

on welfare and have nononomeansmeansmens.:, to move her house or build a, new ',,; .,' .
house . -'
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FT. YUKONVUKONREVEALSREVEALS
'

HOUSING
'

PROBLEMSPooBLEMS ''
FORT YUKON-TheYUKONThe- FortFort-

Yukon
Fort-

YukonYukon Native Association rere-rere-
cently

re-
cently

¬-

cently took a survey of thethe-
housing

the-
housinghousing conditions in Fort YuYu-Yu-
kon

Yu-
kon

¬-

kon and what the association hashas-
found

has-
foundfound is not good .

The members countedtaunted 116116-
houses

116-
houseshouses that are now being livedlived-
in

lived-
inin . Some are in livable condi-
tion

.

tion but most are substandardsubstandard-
and

substandard-
andand inadequate ,

There arearc 48 people who do-
not

dd-
notnot own houses . These peoplepeople-
areeither

people-
areeitherarc-eitherarceitherare-eitherare- renting from residentsresidents-
who

residents-
whowho moved away from FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon andandothersothers are livinglhing withwith-
relatives

with-
relativesrelatives..,

The population of the towntown-
is

town-
isis around 600 .

Twenty-threeTwentythree- years ago , thethe-
men

the-
menmen who used to go out toto-
their

to-
theirtheir camps to trap and hunt forfor-
their

for-
theirtheir families had little use forfor-
their

for-
theirtheir homes in town . Now they
flldtheyflldtheyfffind}9d themselves without housing .

amongtheThese people are now amongamong-
thethe old age and some have nono-
homes

no-
homeshomes . Some live in their runtunrun-run-
down

¬.-
down houses because they havehave-
no

have-
nono other place to live .

Recently ,. the communitycommunity-
aide

community-
aideaide AddieAddle Shewfelt tried to dodo-
something

do-
somethingsomething about the oldoldageage
housingagehousing. She requested the useuse-
of

use-
ofof the town community hall forfor-
boarding

for-
boardingboarding home for the aged forfor-
the

for-
thethe winter .

Although. her request waswas-
granted

was-
grantedgranted , something else camecame-
up

came-
upupimportantforshe thought was important
for her people so she withdrewwithdrew-
her

withdrew-
herher request .

The Native association , howhow-how-
ever

how-
ever

¬-

ever ,. came around to help andand-
told

and-
toldtold AddieAddle Shewfelt they wouldwould-
back

would-
backback her request . The associaassocia-associa-
tion

¬-.
tion will turn over the log builbuil-buil-
ding

buil-
ding

¬-

ding home when it is finished .

In the last couple of years ,
only six new homes have beenbeen-
built

been-
builtbuilt but the builders will needpeedneed-
help

peed-
helphelp before they can finish theirtheir-
new

their-
newnew homes so they can move in .

In 1949 when the floodflood-
washed

flood-
washedwashed away the town in thethe-
old

the-
oldold section ofoC Fort Yukon ,. newnew-
houses

new-
houseshouses were built for somesome-
people

some-
peoplepeople . But 23 yearsyem later thesethese-
are

these-
areare in needHeed of repair or they areare-
completely

are-
completelycompletely rundown to thethe-
point

the-
pointpoint where they have to bebe-
tom

be-
tomtorntom down and perhaps newnew-
houses

new-
houseshouses can be buiUbuntbuilt in theirtheir-
place

their-
placeplace .

Most people the associationassociation-
talked

association-
talkedtalked to said they would ratherrather-
have

rather-
havehave new houses rather thanthan-
repairing

than-
repairingrepairing the old ones becausebecause-
itit doesn'tdoesnt' do any good to repairrepair-
them

repair-
themthem .

The following are groups ofof-
people

of-
peoplepeople who require housing :

T":' Those with no lands andand-
means

and-
meansmeans .- Those with landlalidlalidandlandandand nono-
means

no-
meansmeans .- Those withwith-withno'- no land or means .

The main reason that there isis-
very

is-
veri

is-
veryveryverivery little', rental housing beingbeing-
devclope

being-
developeddevelopeddevclope is because the landland-
required

land-
requiredrequired to buildbuitd is held by thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople that do not have thethe-
capital

the-
capitalcapital , whitewhile people desiring toto-
bu11d

to-
buildbuildbu11d do not havehave-

There
Jandland .

There are very few acceptable
buildingbuitdingbuddingacceptablebuitdingacceptablebuddingsites in Fort YukonYukon-
are

Yukon-
areaareaarearea:
areaTheThe Native population tendstends-
to

tends-
toto want to remain close to ' thethe-
iiver

the-
riverriveriiverriver ,. whichwhiclt might be a problemproblClltprobleni *,;
but '-

again
a-

gain
'

again it mightmiht not be
,

aa-
problem

a-
problemproblem ' becausebecaus4becau there is now aa-
dik

a-
dlke'idikedikdlke'idlkei'; in theth sloughsJough wherewhere-wherethe.- thethe'wate-

r
the-

water'-water
w-ater'water usedwed to flow throughthroughand' andand-
cause

and-
cause ,'cause erosion . .
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For those whowho ' do notnot have1hvehavehhave-
land

veve-
IandJmaybuildlandIandJ;., butbu1 who need homeshmeshmes , may
build in '" the old villagevillae areaarea-

'where
area-

wherewhere'where' the flood hadbadbadwashedwashed thethe-
houses

the-
houseshouses ', away . This is ., a floodflood-
hazar

flood-
hazardhazardhazar areaa ' but , they do notnot.-
have

not.-
have

.-
have

h-

ave
.-
have

h-

ave
.
have '

, any other IIchoice!
! choice unlessun1euun1eu-

they
unless-

theythey i buy lotslot. at J200-J300J200J300$200-$300$200200$300300$200$300a$ ---$ -aa'- aa-
lot

a-
lotlot .
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The communitycommunityraide'aideaider--aidera-ide''-aide AddieAddleAddie-
Shewfelt

Addle-
ShewfeltShewfelt said:aid she will continuecontinue-
toto try to do something about thethe-
needs

the-
needsneeds ofof' her people ' and thethe-
most

the-
mostmost need she can see now is thethe-
need

the-
needneed for housing .
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