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WorstWorBtWorBt CrashCrash-
InIn USU.SU.s.llistorys.llistorysllistory.. . HistoryHistory-

AnAn Alaska Airlines jetlinerjetliner-
with

jetliner-
withwith 1JIll1J 1J people aboard crashedcrashed-
into

crashed-
intointo the sheer wall of a mounmoun-moun-
tain

moun-
tain

¬-

tain in Tongass National ForestForest-
west

Forest-
westwest of Juneau Saturday , desdes-des-
troying

des-
troying

-¬-

killingalltroying the aircraft and killingkilling-
allall aboard in the worst singlesingle-

Continued

Single-

Continued

single-

Continued(Continued on pagaPIgepage 6)66J)



Worst Airline Crash . . .
Continued fromfram page 1)1)

aircraft disaster inin United StatesStates-
history

States-
historyhistory .

At'At' least 51 Alaskan werewere-
among

were-
amongamong the dead .

The crash occurred at aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe 2500 foot level of the Chil-ChilChiI-ChiICliilChil-
kat

ChiI-
kat

-.
kat Mountains , about 20-2020miles-. milesmiles-
west

miles-
westwest of Juneau and just eighteight-
minutes

eight-
minutesminutes before the flight waswas-
due

was-
duedue in at., Juneau on its flightflight-
from

flight-
fromfrom YakutatVakutat .

Alaska Airlines, flight 18661866-
originated

1866-
originatedoriginated at Anchorage andand-
landed

and-
landedlanded at Cordova and YakutatVakutat .
It was headed for Junau , SitkaSitka-
and

Sitka-
andand SeattleSeattlel ; It was to have lanIanIan-IanIan-
dcd

¬.-
deddcdd d at Juneau at 12:10121012: 10 pjnp.mpm.. .
but crashedcrashedonon approach , oneone-
mile

one-
milemile east of Teardrop Lake .

There werewerewerenono survivors .

As of Saturday night , StateState-
Troopers

State-
TroopersTroopers were at the disasterdisaster-
scene

disaster-
scenescene guarding the bodies and

beganthethe wreckage and troopers beganbegan-
theremovingbodiesthe arduousrduous process of removing
bodies from the site last Mon ¬.

day . Adverse weather condicondi-condi-
tions

condi-
tions

¬-

tions on the mountain on SaturSatur-Satur-
day

Satur-
day

¬-

day , Sunday and Monday , prepre-pre-
vented

pre-
vented

¬-

vented the movement of heliheli-heli-
copters

heli-heliheli-
copters

¬-

copters and other disaster equipequip-equip-
ment

equip-
ment

-¬-

ment and delayed the recoveryrecovery-
operation

recovery-
operationoperation .

,' In Juneau ,. local units of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska National Guard , calledcalled-
into

called-
intointo action by Governor Egan ,.

readied the National Guard ArAr-Ar-
mory

Ar-
mory

¬-

mory to serve as a temporarytemporary-
morgue

temporary-
morguemorgue . An FBI Disaster team ,.

flown into Juneau on Sunday ,.
wUlwill use fingerprintsfmgerp mts and otherother-
methods

other-
methodsmethods to identify the bodiesbodies-
of

bodies-
ofof the plane'splanes' 1III1111 1 victims .

Initial disaster reports set thethe-
number

the-
numbernumber of passengers on thethe-
plane

the-
planeplane at first 107 and thent1ien 109too .

The finalfmal total of 11111 1 waswa. due toto-
the

to-
thethe presence on board of 44-
infant

4-
infantpassengerschildreninfant children of passengers-passengerspassengers-
children

passengers-
children

-
children who are not issued '
tickets or manifests.. .

On Monday , one of the airair-air-
plane's

air-
plane's

¬-

plane'splanes' flight recorders was rere-rere-
overed

re-
Covered

¬-

coveredovered from the ' crash site. ItIt-
was

It-
waswas too early , however , to knowknow-
in

know-
inin what condition it was or toto-
determine

to-
determinedetermine the cause of the fatalfatal-
crash

'

crash.. Bits and pieces of thethe-
Boeing

the-
BoeingBoeing 727 airliner were scatscat-scat-
tered

¬.-
teredt red across some two squaresquar-
en

square-
milesmileslesn of rugged Chilkat MounMoun-Moun-
tains

¬.-
tains

,

...
The U.SUS.. . Weather ServiceService-

reported
Service-

reportedreported that skies over JuneauJuneau-
were

Juneau-
werewere cloudyc:1audyc1audy: with light rain atat-
noon

at-
noonnoon on Saturday , with 15IS milesmiles-
visibility

miles-
visibilityvisibility . The Alaska AirlinesAirlines-
flight

Airlines-
flightflight had been cleared for aa-
landing

a-
landinglanding at the Juneau MunicipalMunicipal-
Airport

Municipal-
AirportAirport before radio contact waswas-
lost

was-
lostlost , 8 minutes before their ee3ti-e3tie3ti-
mated

ti-titi-
mated

i-ii-
mated

-

mated time of arrivalarrival-
An

arrival-
An

.
An investigative team fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe1the ', National Transportation SafSaf-Saf-
ety

¬.-
ety Board was immediately disdis-dis-
patched

dis-
patched

-¬-

patched from Washington , D.CDC. .
and willwiD investigate the crash site .

AccordingcordingA: to James Wellington ,
Alaska deputy commissioner of
publicofpublicpublic safety , the recovery operaopera-operopera-
tion

¬-

tion and investigation of thethe-
crash

the-
crashcrash site wouldwouldprobably_, probably ' taketa.tak-
e3to5days

e
33to5daysto 5 days..

Two hunters at Glacier BayBay-
reported1y

Bay-
reportedlyreportedlyreported1y heard the plane gogo-
overhead

go-
overheadoverhead and heard the .crashcrash., .
However , it was somiesomesom time afterafter-
the

after-
thethe crash before Coast GuardGuard-
search

Guard-
searchsearch and rescue teams spottedspotted-
the

spotted-
thethe crash site and even moremore-
Unte

more-
timetimeUnte before ground parties werewere-
able

wer-
eabletoableable-toableto'- to reach the isolated crashcrash-
areaareaareaeL.

t\ Robert Giersdorf , Alaska AirAir-Air-
lines

¬.-
lines vice president and CharlesCharles-
FF. WillisWillis,, Jr., chairman and chiefchief-
executive

chief-
executiveexecutive

'-officer
o-

fficer'-officer
o-

fficer'officer of the AirlineAirline-
tooktook partperf" in

,the'the' search beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe downed plane was sighted.tedted. .

1' There was no way as of yesyes-yest-
erday

yes-
terday

-¬-

terdayterday to determinedetenn.inedetennine. what the ,

'
jetliner waswai ' doingdodoingaeveralS :.-several

s-
everal. leWraJ thouthou-thou-

sand
¬.-

sand.andand. feet below its plannedplanned-
flightflightf11htplannedf11level or , whetherwhethoi pSotpilot or ,.

,mechanicalchanica1
, error cawedeedcausedc thethe-

drop
the-

dropdrop .
[( Much speculation surroundssurrounds-

'the
surrounds-

thethe'the' fact that Juneau, MunicipalMunicipal-
'Aifport

Municipal-
AiAi'Airport'AifportAifportrport does not have an instruinstnJinstru-instru-
ment

.¬-
'mentment' ment landing 'systemsystemWJtompyitem' to helphelp-

pilots
help-

pilotspilots land in bad weatherwoather ; SuchSuch-
It

Suc-
aaItItdevice,

device , artan
, FAA official says ,

had not been installed becausebecause-
'the

because'th-
e

'thethe'-
the

t-

he'
the

'
geographygeo8fllphy in JuneauJunea mademade-

itfttit impractical . .

IThe
impracticalThe
The AlaskaAIa_ Airlinesrlines flight waswas-

pilotedpilotedpilotedwaspilotedI,
by CaptCap!.. RichardRichrdAdamsAdams,,

41 of SeattleSeattlei,


