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CONTROVERSIAL OOMINGMAK-MuskOOMINGMAKMusk- oxox-
calf

ox-
calfcalf is suckling its mother at the farm at College ,.
Alaska near University of Alaska . Musk oxenoxen-
are

oxen-
areare easily domesticated . They have a sense ofof-
humor

of-
humorhumor and are playful as well as being remark-remark-

, _ ' ,. ",
ably intelligent . They arearetameare--tamea-reta-me"tametame-tame"-

as cows andand-
will

and-
willwill come to you upon being called by name .
Efforts to hunt them on Nunivak Island hashas-
become

has-
becomebecome a controversial issueissue-

Photo
issu-

ePhoto
Issue-

Photo
.

-PhotoPhoto--- byyIyyJIMMYJIMMY BEDFORD

(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : Most ofof-
our

of-
ourour readers will have heard ofof-
the

of-
thethe Musk Ox Project , and manymany-
have

many-
havehave probably seen the animalsanimals-
themselves

animals-
themselvesthemselves at the Musk OxOx-
Farm

Ox-
FarmFarm near the UniversityUnivetsity ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska.. In a sseriesries of 5 artiarti-arti-
cles

arti-
cles

¬-

cles for the TUNDRA TIMES ,
Paul WilkinsonWillclnson , who has workedworked-
for

worked-
forfor the Musk Ox Project for thethe-
last

the-
lastlast 3 years , will explain howhow-
and

how-
andand why the musk ox has beenbeen-
domesticated

been-
domesticateddomesticated , and will discussdiscuss-
hopes

discuss-
hopeshopes for its future utilizationutilization-
inin Alaska and other partsputs ofof-
the

of-
thethe Arctic . These articles areare-
intended

are-
intendedintended to invite your comcom-com-
ments

¬.-
ments and suggestions , either inin-
the

in-
thethe columns of the TUNDRATUNDRA-
TIMES

TUNDRA-
TIMESTIMES or directly to the'MusktheMuskthe"Muskthethe"Musk-
Ox

'" "MuskMusk-
OxOx Project at the University of

Musk OxOx,, MisunderstoodMisunderstoodalAnimal-AnimalAnimalT-
he

al-alal-
The

-
The TamingramingramingojTamingofofoj the Animal , Itsl Potential , Characteristics

Alaska .)

By PAUL F.WILKINSONFWILKINSONWILKINSONF.WILKINSON-

The

F. WILKINSON-

TheThe musk ox is a misundermisunder-misunder-
stood

misunder-
stood

¬-
stood animal . It is not an ox ,
but more of a goat ; and it doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot produce musk , whichwlch comes.omesomescomes-
from

('.omes-
from

.
from the musk deer .,

TheTh most appropriate namename-
for

name-
forfor the musk ox is the EskimoEskimo-
word

Eskimo-
wordwordmeaning'the'oomingmakoomingmakomingmak' ' ,. meaning
'thethe' bearded one ', for(or muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxenlongbeardsof bothbothsexessexes sport long
beards.. 'OomingmakOomingmak'' ' is alsoalso-
the

also-
thethe name adopted byb *

the MuskMusk-
Ox

Musk-
OxOxProjectADomesticationDomesticatiot } Project..

A domesticated musk ox difdif-dif-
fers

dif-
fers

¬-
fers from a wild oneonene in twotwo-
chief

two-
chiefchief ways : its breeding is conccon-concon-
trolled

n-nn-
trolled

¬-

trolled by man , and it is tame .

Wild animals decide for themthem-them-
selves

¬.-
selves which bull will breedbree-
dwl

breed-
whichwhichwlch cow , often by fighting .

In the case of a domesticateddomesticated-
Continued

domesticated-
Continued

domesticated-
Continued(Continued on pagpage 6)6)
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animal the herdsman makes thisthis-
decision

this-
decisiondecision ,. and he tries in thisthis-
way

this-
wayway to make the animal moremore-
useful

more-
usefuluseful to him by improving suchsuch-
characteristics

such-
characteristicscharacteristics as the quality andand-
quantity

and-
quantityquantity of its meat , milkmille , oror-
wool

or-
woolwool lamenessTameness is importantimportant-
forespeciallywithtorfor obvious reasons , especiallyespecially-
withwithwithanimalsanimals raised for mflkmillemilk oror-
wool

or-
wooLwoolwoolThe

The firstrust European explorersexplorers-
toto see muskm oxen in Canada nono-not-
iced

no-
ticed

-¬-

ticed thafthaCthat they were coveredcovered-
with

covered-
withwith an undercoat of fine1ne wool ,

Because these men were mermer-mer-
chants

mer-
chants

¬-

chants , they realized that thisthis-
wool

this-
woolwool could be turned into textex-tex-
tiles

tex-
tiles

*-

tiles and sold at a good profit -

if theythy could get enough of it .

Obtaining sufficient of thisthis-
wool

this-
woolwool was a great problem , sincesince-
itit was obviously impossible toto-
approach

to-
approachapproach a wild muskm sk oxQX and toto-
pluck

to-
pluckpluck it from its back , and itit-
was

it-
waswas impossible to collect thethe-
wool

the-
woolwool from the ground after itit-
Ilad

it-
hadHadIlad been shed , because the windwind-
quickly

wind-
quicklyquickly scattered it over manymany-
miles

many-
milesmiles and the sun and rainrain-
spoiled

rain-
spoiledspoiled its quality .

A few of these explorersexplorers-
thought

explorers-
thoughtthought and wroteWfQtewrote about domesdomes-domes-
ticating

domes-
ticating

-¬-

ticating the raiiskmusk ox for itsits-
meat

its-
meatmeat or wool , but it was only
1954 , 300 yeanyears after the firstillStillSt-
description

first-
descriptiondescription of a musk ox by aa-
European

a-
EuropeanEuropean , that John Teal dede-dede-
cided

de-
cided

¬-

cided to try.
The decision to domesticatedomesticate-

the- the musk ox was based on sevsev-sev-
eral

sev-
eral

¬-

eral reasons.. We hear constantlyconstantly-
that

constantly-
thatthat the population of the worldworld-
is

world-
isis growing so rapidly that therethere-
is

there-
isis unsufficient food to feed evevev-
erybody

¬.
erybodye1)'bodye1body)' even nownownowandand that thethe-
situation

the-
situationsituation is going totto get worse .

The arctic andandsubarcticsub-arcticsubarcticsubarctic-
areas

subarctic-
areas

--

areas of the ' world form almost
2020%% of the world'sworlds' land sursur-sur-
face

sur-
face

¬-
face, yet theyth y contribute littlelittle-
to

little-
toto the world'sworlds' total food supply .

IfU we are to feed the growinggrowing-
population

growing-
populationpopulation , we must make fuUfullfull-
use

full-
useuse of every climatic and vegevege-vege-
tation

¬.-
tation region of -, the earth.. BeBe-BeBe-

cause
¬.-

cause: of the severe arctic clicli-clicli-
mate

cli-
mate

¬-

mate , traditional domesticateddomesticated-
aniJna1s

domesticated-
animalsanimalsaniJna1s
,

, such as sheep , cattle ,
IDand piss , cannot survive ,andMeMe

_ ItIfIf there is to be any kind ofof-
arctic

of-
arcticarctic agriculture , it must bebe-
baled

be-
basedbasedbaled on native animals andand-
plants

and-
plantsplants.. As the Arctic already

. '" ' hasbas a domesticated meat-suppliermeatsuppliermeat-suppUersuppUermeatsuppUer-
1he

meatsupplier-
the

--
the1he reindeer , John Teal decidedidedd<:idedt-
o

decided-
toto domesticate the musk ox forfor-
its

for-
itsits valuable'flluableflluable' underwoolundrwoolund rwool , which isis-
knownknown!" by the trademarked termterm-
giviut. qfriutIm.YtImYtgiviut!.. '

, Coming aia little closer ,toto-
lome

to-
homelonelomehome , a. major reasonKelSOn for domesdomes-domes-
ticmng

domes-domesdomes-
ticating

-¬-
ticatingticmng the muskmWik ox was to propro-pro-
vide

pro-
vide

-¬-

vide
'

cashch and employment forfor-
pople

for-
peoplefeoptepoplepeople of the ArcticArttic who did notnot-
WIlDt,WIlDt.rantrant. t to leave theirthen villagesYlaIess or ', toto-

.lOdon
to-

abandonabandon.lOdonlOdon..lOdonI.lOdoncompletelyI,
completely their tratra-trtra-

ditional
.¬-

ditionalltitional way ', ofoflife-life-life-, lifeyetlife ,,-' yet whowho-
aome

who-
iseded" . nsedediseded someaome cashCaIh for food , fuel ,
psolineJIIIOline ,, and the'theotherothero r necessinecessi-necessi-
ties

necessi-
ties

-¬-

ties of modernmodetDmodem life .
Finally , the muskmuak ox itselfitself-

seededneededeededseeded protection.. It is estima0Itima-0Itima-0Itimat-
IItL

ea-eaeal-ed
¬-

. . tedtIItLled, that there may havehehavebeen-beenbeen-"
; been-

asas. manyII1IDY asII one million muskIRUIkmusk'oxe-
n'-
oxen

o-xen'
oxen_en at.tt. the'the', beginningtJesinnin8 of thethe-
rut

the-
lestfastrutlest centuryceQtwy: ;, but persistentpeniltent hunhun--¬-

ting with rifles has reduced thisthis-
number

this-
numbernumber to about 20,00020000, today .

Obviously ,. the first step inin-
domesti

in-
domesticatingdomesticatingdomesti ting a wild animal isis-
to

is-
toto capture some wild ones ,
which can be tamed and laterlater-
selectively

later-
selectivelyselectively bred . The Musk OxOx-
Project

Ox-
ProjectProject began in 1954 , whenwhen-
John

when-
JohnJohn Teal went totoft1< the BarrenBarren-
Grounds

Barren-
GroundsGrounds of Canada to10 capture
7 musk oxen carvescalves for a trialtrial-
experiment

trial-
experimentexperiment in domestication .

Since the musk ox is a rarerare-
animal

rare-
animalanimal , it was important to dede-dede-
vise

de-
vise

¬-

vise ways of capturing the calvescalves-
without

calves-
withoutwithout killingptIing or injuring anyany-
of

any-
ofof the animals , such as happenshappens-
when

happens-
whenwhen drugged darts are used .

Two safes:e and effective capcap-capt-
uring

cap-
turing

-¬-

turing techniqueshniqueste were devised .

In the firstfust herds of muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxen are driven into lakes (theythey-
are

they-
areare excellentexcelle t swimmers )!;, and thethe-
capturers

the-
capturerscapturers swim after them andand-
capture

and-
capturecapture the'the'' carvescalves by hand .
Where this is impossible , a cowcow-
and

cow-
andand her calf are separated fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe main herdheld using a helicophelicop-helicop-
ter

helicop-
ter

-¬-

ter, andandareare chased overlandoverland-
until

overland-
untiluntil they take refuge with theirtheir-
backs

their-
backsbacks against a rockrckckoror a cliff..

Then the capturers climb upup-
aooveaboveaooveupabovethem and drop , a roperope-
over

rope-
overover the calf, frightening thethe-
mother

the-
mothermother away by shouting at her .
Although these methods soundsound-
aa little dangerous,, several hunhun-hun-
dred

hun-
dred

¬-

dred successful captures havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen carried out so far in thesethese-
ways

these-
waysways..,

Immediately after capture ,

calves which have been swimswim-swim-
ming

¬.-

ming are rubbed dry to prepre-pre-
vent

¬.-
vent chillsclIIs, whilst those chasedchased-
overland

chased-
overlandoverland are damped down , forfor-
musk

for-
muskmusk oxen possess fewfefewfewsweatsweat-sweatsweat-
glands

sweat-
glands

-.
glands and quickly become overover-over-
heated

¬.-
heated..

Each calf next receives a tran-trantran-
quilizer

tran-
quilizer

tran-
quilizer

-

quilizer to calm it down on thethe-
helicopter

,
thethe-

helicopterhelicopter trip back to campcamp-
and

camp-
andand a shot of antibiotic to prepre-pre-
vent

¬.-
vent diseasesdiseases-diseasesCalves..- Calves

, are gengen-gen-
erally

¬.-
erally captured when they are
4-6464.646--. months old , at whichwlch ageage-
they

age-
theythey are old enough to thrivethrive-
without

thrive-
withoutwithout their mothers , yet'yet

'

yet areare-
young

are-
youngyoung enough to be tamedtamed-
easily

tamed-
easilyeasily and permanently .

In fact , many carves1C3vescalvescalvesshow', show-show- show-
little

show-
littlelittle or no fear ofman ; for theythey-
are

they-
areare too youngYQUD8 to have learnedlea'rned' toto-
fear

to-
fearfear oror distrust him.. WheneverWhenev-
erneces

Whenever-
necessarynecessarynecesary , taming canancan be accom-accomaccom-
plished

accom ¬.-
-

plishedplilhed within 2436U3624.36*. hairshous ofof'-
capture

of-
capturecapture'capture'

"' by feeding , thetIe) [;
,
calvescaMscaMs-

milk
calves-

milkmilk from a1 canCan fitted with a.a-
nipple

,
nipple , AS.as. ' wenweDwell ' asII otherotbe ; delideli-deli-
cacies

deli-
cacies

-¬-

cacies such as willow leavesleaves-leaves-

The
..-

.

The carvesca1vescalves captured iniDin,1954in1954in,1954-
were

*')19541954)1954-
were

),
1954

.
were taken to a farm near Bur-BurJurBur-

'lington
Bur-

lington ! -.
'lingtonlingtonton' Jin , Vermont , the headquarheadquar-headquar-
ters

¬.-
tersten of the InstituteItJ5titute ofNoJthomofNoJth-
omA

of Northern-
Agricultural

Northern
AgriculturalriouIturalA Research , the organorpn-orpnorgan-orpni-
zation

organ-
ization -¬-

, ization which: started the MuskMulkMulk-
ax

Musk-
OxOxax Project .,

ThereThere theytheywerewere subjectedsbjcted toto-
I

to-
aLa, Ia series 'ofof' experiments to see ifif-
it

if-
ititit-ititwould.-: would be possiblepoIIib1e .

to .beginbeginbesin., besin-
musk

begin-
muskmusk ox domestication on a.

'

largee , commercial scalescalev v' in ,
thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic.. .
In the next article , Il ',;':.shallshall. ahaIIshallahaI-

Idescribethese
shall-

describedescribedescribethese'thesethese', experimentsexperiment. andand-
mults

and-
resultsresultsmults..,


