
Hearings held anon. subsistencesufJ.sisteneesufJsistenee. crisis
By LONE E . JANSONJANSON-

"If
JANSON-

"If
JANSON-

"If"IfIf" Ahtna had realized thatthat-

the
that-

thethe subsistence lifestyle of itsits-

shareholders
its-

shareholdersshareholders was vulnerable toto-

the
to-

thethe extent that the last fourfour-

years
four-

yearsyears has demonstrated , thethe-

Ah
the-

AhtnaAlyeskaOmnibusAhtna/AhtnaAhtnaAlyeskaAhAhtna/Alyeska-OmnibusAhtnaAlyeskaOmnibustnal/Alyeska .OmnibusOmnibus.- AgreeAgree-Agree-

ment
Agree-

ment
¬-

ment would have explicitlyexplicitly'co-explicitly'coexplicitlycoexplicitly'co-
vered

explicitly'co-
vered

'-

co
c-o' ¬-

vered subsistence or never beenbeen-

signed
been-

signedsigned . ".
That statement was part ofof-

the
of-

thethe testimony presented by AhAh-AhAh-

tna
Ah-

tna
¬-

tna , Inc.tInctInc . ,, the Native corporationcorporation-
forfor the Copper Center area durdur-dur-

ing
dur-

ing

¬-

ing recent hearings into the subsub-sub-

stence
sub-

sistence

¬-

sistence$ stence crisis in that area .

Two hearings were held byby-

Department
by-

DepartmentDepartment of Interior represrepres-repres-

entatives
repres-

entatives

¬-

entatives at places about fortyforty-
miles

forty-
milesmiles apart , with a reportedlyreportedly-
good

reportedly-
goodgood turnout at both heai-heaiheal-healhear-hearheai-

ings
heal-

ings
hear-

ings

-

ings . The inquiries came in resres-res-

ponse
res-

ponse

¬-

ponse to repeated protests andand-

several
and-

severalseveral lawlawsuitssuits-suits- against the InIn-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
¬-

terior Department alleging that aa-

subsistence
a-

subsistencesubsistence crisis now exists onon-

the
on-

thethe upper Copper River due toto-

tho
to-

thethfrthothethfrcombinedthocombinedthecombined-combinedcombined--combinedeffects. effects.effeceffeceffectsof. . ? of.of-of.- pipe-pipepipe-

line
pipe-

line
pipe-

line

-

line construction and massive
layoffs by Alyeska'sAlyeskas' contractorcontractor-
for

contractor-
forfor maintenancemimaintenance!ntenance of the pipeline .

The layoffs occurred in OcOc-OcOc-

tober
Oc-

tober
¬-

tober , whenwh n Alyeska failedfaited toto-

award
to-

awardaward the maintenance contractcontract-
toto Meridian Contracting CorCor-Cor-

poration
Cor-

poration
¬-

poration , a subsidiary of Ahtna .,

Meridian had the highest propro-pro-

portion
¬.-

portion of Native hire ofofanyanyany-

comparable
any-

comparablecomparable contractor in thethe-

state
the-

statestate , and with the award ofof-

the
of-

thethe maintenance to an outsideoutside-
finn

outside-
firmfirmfinn , 34 of 37 Ahtna NativesNatives-

working
Natives-

workingworking on the line
.

were laidlaid-

off
laid-

offoff .

theThe timing of the loss ofof-

jobs
of-

jobsjobs , combined with the excepexcep-excep-
tionally

excep-
tionally

¬-

tionally poor year for CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver fishingfisliing , the recent declinedecline-
inin huntinghuntinghuntingand, and the chronicchronic-
unemployJent

chronic-
unemploymentunemploymentunemployJent in the area , hashas-

brought
has-

broughtbrought on a subsistence crisiscrisis-

in
crisis-

inin the area .

Two lawsuits have been filedfiled-

against
filed-

againstagainst the Interior DepartmentDepartment-
toto compel the department toto-

draft
to-

draftdraftdraftregulationsregulations covering apap-apap-

plication
ap-

plication

¬-

plication for relief in such aa-

crisis

a-

crisiscrisis , and asking for assistanceassistance-
inin the emergency .

One suit was filedflied by AhtAht-Aht-

na
Aht-

na
¬-

na , Inc . , the other by the "CopCop"Cop-"Cop-
per

"Cop-
per

" -¬-

per River Four ," four elderlyelderly-
Copper

elderly-
CopperCopper River Natives arrestedrrestedarrested-
last

rrested-
lastlast summer for subsistence fishfish-fish-

ing
¬.-

ing during a closure they hadhad-

not
had-

notnot heard about . The CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver. at the time was closed toto-

l
to-

subsistencesubsistenceubsistencel fishing , except onon-

weekends
on-

weekendsweekends , but was leftleftopenopenopen-

for
open-

forfor sports fishing all week . AllAll-

four
All-

fourfour of the men were over
65 years of age .

A large crowd attended thethe-

hearings
the-

hearingshearings , one of which was heldheld-

at
held-

atat Glenrich , near the Tok CutCut-Cut-

off
¬.-

off , and the other at the AhtnaAhtna-
Lodge

Ahtna-
LodgeLodge . There was a strong feel-feelfeel-

See

feel-

See

feel-

See

-

( See HEARINGS , Page Ten )



. HearingsHearingsCont-

inued( ContinuedContmued from Page One )

ingmg expressed by the NativesNatives-

thdt

Natives-

thatthdtthat the decrease in10 fishingfshlllgf shlllg waswas-

aa directthrect result of disturbancesdisturbances-
ofof Ihethe riverfiver during the 19781978-

parent

'

parentparen t cycle year of the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver red salmonsalmon-

Alitna
salmon-

Ahtna
salmon-

AhtnaAlitnaAhtna pointed out that otherother-
subsistencesubsistenceubsltenLe, resources have sufsuf-suf-

fered
suf-

fered

¬-

fered alsoabo asdS a result of massivemassIve-

plpehne
massive-

pipelinepipelineplpehne impactimpact-
"The

Impact-

"The
impact-

"The"TheThe"" pipeline greatly increaIIlcrea-IIlcreaincrea-IIlcrea-

sed
increa-

sed

¬-

sed access to the area for thethe-

urban
the-

urbanurban dwellers of AnchorageAnchorage-
andand FairbanksFaIrhanks ,.

" they asserted ,

and combined with the increasedincreased-
useuse dlof snowmobilessnown1ObIie and off-roadoffroadoffroad-
velucles

offroad-
vehicles

-

vehiclesvelucles , animals.IllIlI1dhIllIlI1dh. traditionallytraditIOnally-
used

traditionally-
usedused havehdve declined in111 numbersnumbers-
and

numbers-
andand their movements have beenbeen-

In

been-

interferedinterferedInterleredwithinterferedwithterlered with .


