
Alaska National Interest Land bills
By LAURY ROBERTSROBERTS-
Juneau

ROBERTS-
JuneauJuneau CorrespondentCorrespondent-

Native

Correspondent-

NativeNative interestsin terests are treatedtreated-
favorably

treated-
favorablyfavorably in some of the newnew-

Alaska

new-

AlaskaAlaska National Interest LandLand-

bills

Land-

billsbills , slated to come before ConCon-Con-

gress

Con-

gress

¬-

gress again thisthia year ; and pointspoints-

ofof difference should be readilyreadily-

resolved

readily-

resolvedresolved in the bargaining propro-pro-

cess

pro-

cess

¬-

cess .

The lands issue has draggeddragged-

onon for more than seven yearsyears-

since

years-

sincesince DecemberDecem ber 1971 when thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Claims SettlementSettlement-

Act

Settlement-

ActAct (ANCSA ) was approved byby-

Congress

by-

CongressCongress to clear the way forfor-

the

for-

thethe trans-AlaskatransAlaska- pipeline . SecSec-Sec-

tion

Sec-

tion

¬-

tion d(2)d2( ) of the act mandatedmandated-

the
mandated-

thethe SecretarySecr tary of the InteriorInterior-

withdraw
Interior-

withdrawwithdraw under four classificaclassifica-classifica-

tions

¬.-

tions public domain in AlaskaAlaska-

toto be confirmed by CongressCongress-

by
Congress-

byby December oCofo( 1978 .

The battle over the numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof acres and manner of landland-

classification

land-

classificationclassification in the withdrawalswithdrawals-

hashas been on a congressionalcongressional-

hold
congressional-

holdhold since last October after aa-

compromise

a-

compromisecompromise version of the SeSe-SeSe-

nate

¬.-

nate and HouseHou bills failed toto-

make

to-

makemake ifit to the floortloor for a fullfull-

vote

full-

votevote .

Alaska lands bills were imim-imim-

mediately

im-

mediately

¬-

mediately introduced in bothboth-
houses

both-
houseshouses of Congress when it concon-con-

vened
con-

vened

¬-

vened in January . And , it apap-apap-

pears
ap-

pears

¬-

pears that Alaskan nativesnatives-
should

natives-
shouldshould get what they want ,

particularly through the SenateSenate-
version

Senate-
versionversion .

The three main areas of concon-con-

cern

con-

cern

¬-

cern are settlement act land concon-con-

veyances
con-

veyances

¬-

veyances and exchanges , statestate-

control
state-

controlcontrol of fish and game rere-rere-

sources

re-

sources

¬-

sources with subsistence thethe-

priority
the-

prioritypriority use , and technicaltechnica-

ltnendments
technical-

amendmentsamendmentstnendments:: to ANCSA .

Of the 44 million acres toto-

which
to-

whichwhichwhichwhichnativesnatives are to receivereceive-

title
receive-

tidetitletide , only about 7 million acresacres-

have
acres-

havehave been conveyed so far . TheThe-

new

The-

newnew House bill which builds ..,

on the national monuments alal-alal-

ready

al-

ready

¬-

ready withdrawn by Pres .

Jimmy CareerCaf\erCaferCarter\ , does not includeinclude-
aa provision conveyance as diddid-

last

did-

lastlast year'syears' version . However , acac-acac-

cording
ac-

cording

¬-

cording to John Katz , specialspecial-

counsel
special-

counselcounsel to Gov . Jay Hammond ,

some benefits of the former titletitle-

are

title-

areare now spread elsewhere in thethe-

revised

the-

revisedrevised bill .

Those benefits include an exex-exex-

tended

ex-

tended

¬-

tended tax moratorium on unun-un¬-

developed native land which willwill-

run

will-

runrun from the date of Conveyconvey-convey-

ance

¬.-

ance , rather than the date of enen-enen-

actment
en-

actment
¬- '

actment . Katz says the househouse-
biII

house-
billbillbiII doesn'tdoesnt' include the conveyconvey-convey-
ance

convey-
ance

¬-

ance mechanism becausebeJausebedause sponspon-sponspon-

sor
spon-

sor

¬-

sor Rep . Mo Udall (D-ArizonaDArizona- ) ,

figures the transfer can be takentaken-

care

taken-

carecare of administratively , throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe recent reorganized Bureau ofof-

Land

of-

LandLand Management . However , nana-nana-

tive

¬.-

tive corporations may want thethe-

legislative

the-

legislativelegislative conveyance process inin-inin-

cluded

¬.-

cluded in any new land bills .

Steve Silver , legislative assistassist-assist-

ant
¬.-

ant to Sen . Ted Stevens , sayssays-

the
says-

thethe Senate version ignores thethe-

monument
the-

monumentmonument status of withdrawnwithdrawn-
lands

withdrawn-
landslands and is based on the '* billbill-

marked
bill-

markedmarked up by the senate energyenergy-
committee

energy-
committeecommittee last year . Silver sayssays-

the
says-

thethe Senate bill prioritizes andand-

speeas
and-

speedsspeedsspeeas up native land transferstransfers-
and

transfers-
andand 'confirm.sconfirm.sconfirms

'
confirms. areas that have toto-

be
to-

bebe selected , such as acreage adad-adad-

jacent
¬.-

jacent to villages .

TheThe'SenateTheSenate'SenateSenate' bill is preferablepreferable-
when

preferable-
whenwhen it coniescomes to authorizingauthorizing-
land

authorizing-
landland selections and exchangesrexchanges,

It lists specific site amendments ,

while the House version failsfails-

to

fails-

toto consummate exchange
,

rights .,

However , language affecting thethe-

Goldbelt

the-

GoldbeltGoldbelt and Shee Atika landland-

swaps

land-

swapsswaps in Southeast is includedincluded-
inin HB 39 .

A preference for subsistencesubsistence-
resource

subsistence-
resourceresource users is cqdifiedcgdified in bothboth-
bills

both-
billsbills . The House measure requirrequir-requir-
es

¬-

es federal monitoring of fish andand-

game

and-

gamegame management , whereby aa-

state

a-

statestate plan must be approved byby-

the

by-

thethe Secretary of Interior . ThisThis-

section

This-

sectionsection is less restrictive thanthan-

last

than-

lastlast year'syears' version and appears toto-

have

to-

havehave the support of the AlaskaAlaska-

Federation
Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives .

The Senate proposal does notnot-

unleash
not-

unleashunleash a federal watchdog , butbut-

provides

but-

providesprovides for regionalregionatregionar ' fish andand-

game

and-

gamegame boards set up by statestate-

or
state-

ororor federal governmentgoveQ1ment . Only unun-unun-

der

un-

der

¬-

der thebe! Senate version could thethe-

coutts
the-

courtscourtscoutts intervene if subsistencesubsistence-
users

subsistence-
usersusers feel they are slighted .

About 20 ANCSA amendamend-amend-

ments
¬.-

ments agreed to among AFN ,

the federal-statefederalstatefeqeral.statefeqeralstate, -. land use planplan-plan-

ning

¬.-
ning commission , the state andand-

the
and-

thethe Interior department areare-

covered

are-

coveredcovered in both measures . ButBut-

HB
But-

HBHB 39 excludes amendmentsamendments-
which

amendments-
whichwhich authorize land convey-conveyconvey-

See

convey-

See

convey-

See

-

(See ALASKA , Page Ten )
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week
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Gravel-

tellingtelling the legislaturelegisla ture heh IfIfIfsuphl" supsup-sup-

port
sup-

port
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omise

at-
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But-
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the 'AntiquitiesAntiquities'Antiquiti'es' ' Act undertinder which
*'

CarterCartelCartelwithdrew' withdrew 56 million acresacres-

in
acres-

inin national monuments .:
SenSen-SenSenloht., '- ;),ohnlohtoJu, jSackeUSackett.sackettsackett. (R-GalenaRGalena-- )

and Rep . Jack Fuller D-NomeDNome((D-NomeDNome- )
travelled to Anchorage late last .-

week seeking AFNAFNendorsementendorsementendorsement-
ofof legislative action on the fedefede-fede-

ral
¬.-

ralrallandslands issue .


