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The ’felationship’ of the Na-
tive Alaskan peoples and' their
migratory food resources must
be regarded as*one of the great
" natural phénomena of our con-
tinent. Going beyond the econo-
mic function of providing food,
shelter, and clothing, subsistence
is the characteristic foundation
of their culture.
Any - endeavor to help stu-
dents to explore and appreciate

‘meate and find

on ' the phenom
tence. Subsistence ‘should per-

every ‘phase’ of education’in A
laska. This ‘means that subsis-

tence should be carefully taught

not only to Native students ‘a8

a part of their cultural  birth-’

right, but also to non-Native
students as a part of their educa-
tional birthright. Subsistence
must be integrated into the cur-

the 'Alaskan “classroom 'as’ the
foundation of our bilingual and
bicultural society.

The progress of bilingual-bi-
cultural eéducation in ‘Alaska will
remain stunted unless the reali-

rgrtculm're
ooting in-

Although it ‘might be more ur-

‘rural and Native schools; the im-
portance of this approach is'no
less important.in our urban com-
munities.’ The' ‘economic, politi-
cal, and social progress of the
state would seem to call for ac-

cess to:. this <knowledge: to <be:
freely available to all students,

It would be expected that
the university . system . -would
champion such an. approach to
education. But, unfortunately,

in Alaska, this is not thecase,
There has been a noted absence '

of courses on Native languages,
Native culture, and subsistence
economies in the University cur-

* gent that bilingual and bicultural b
education ‘be  implemented " in

ingual-| blcul-
tural oonforences ‘held ‘in' the
state'in the past have been show-
cases' for individual projects for
specific areas without solid em-
phasis .on developmént of a
state-wide approach to. these is-

"“sues. The fifth’ annual Alaska

Bilingual/Multicultural  Educa:
tional Conference.to be held in
Anchorage at the Westward on
February 79 could be a tumn-
ing point in bilingual :education
in' this state if-the leadership
of the conference could be con-
vinced  that bilingual -education
is not a stop-gap issue to be ap-
plied sporadically, but is a right
of all students and has a place in
every classroom in the state.

The current issues surround-
ing the “d-2" controveysy, Inu-
piat bowhead whaling/fish and
game management, the opening
of the Haul Road, and the Alas-
ka Native Land Claims point up
the central position .of subsis-
tence in the bilingual-bicultural
world. Subsistence will continue
to be the “agriculture!’ of the
North and the basis. of the nu-
tritional  economy = for many
years to come. As we know from
the experience of other coun-
tries, -subsistence remains basic
to the economy in spite of heavy
industrialization.

This  conference, with the
theme of “Our Rainbow Heri-
tage,” will ‘be yet another exer-
cise in irrelevance if it does not
seriously address Alaskan Native
subsistence as a bilingual and bi-
cultural reality in the cultural
heritage of all Alaskans. .



