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tive AlaskanAlas an!< peoples and ' theirtheir-

migratory

their-

migratorymigratory food 'resourcesresources', mustmust-

be

must-

be
,

be regarded asxoneas'oneasoneas' one off the! greatgreat-

natural
reat

natural phenomena Off our concon-con-

tinent
con-

tinent
¬-

tinent.. Going beyond the econolconoecono-econo-
mic

( ¬.-
mic functionfunctio'n' of providing food ,

shelter , and clothing , subsistencesubsistenoesubsistenoe-
is

subsistence-
isis the characteristic foundationfoundation-

ofof their culture .
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dents
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dents
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dents to explore and appreciate
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a part of their culturalcult&alcultalcult&'ralral' birth-birthbirt1birth-
right

birth-

right
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right , but also to non-NativenonNativenon.NativenonNativenon.Native-

students
nonNative-

students
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students as a part of their educaeduca-eeduca-
tional

ca-caca-

tional
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tional birthright.. SubsistenceSubsistence-
must
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cultural
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cultural education in Alaska willwill-

remain

will-
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gent that bilingual andnd biculturalbicu1tbicultural-

education
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educationducation 'bebefberbe' ' impleihentecrtinimplimpletfente'dimpletfentedm It'dd' inin-

rural

in-

ruralrural and Native 'schoolsschoolsichools' ,;,' theth 'itit1'im-imim-

portance
irn4irn4-

portance
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portance of this approachappro h"' is nono-

less
no-

lessless importantimportant.ihimportantih.*in ' GUIoutul'urbanulurban'' urban com-comcom-

munitles
com-comco-

mmunt
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munitlesmun\tmuntmunitles.r'fheeconomicmunitles.rfheeconomicmunitlesrfheeconomic\,sf.,* the'IecoriomictheIecoriomicTlleJTlleJeco' ' ,eco oiniC , politipoliti-politi-

cal
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cal , and socialso ial progress
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of thethe-

state
the-

statestate wouldwould seem to
'
call for acticac-acac-

cess

¬.-

cess to-totothisto -, thisthisknowledgehis /knowledge/knowledgerlcnowledgef./ knowledgeto
.? le
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ge/. ;; to<? *;bebe-

freely
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freely availableavailable tof6f6LillallauLillaustudentsstudentsstudents . *'
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It would be expected thatthat-
the

that-
thethe universityuniversity system wouldwould-
champion

would-
championchampion such an approach, toto-

education

to-

educationeducation . But , unfortunately ,

in Alaska , this is nbtnot thetherthe-casethecase"- case ,..

There has been a noted absenceabsence-
of

absence-
ofof coursescouces$ on Native languages ,

Native culture , and subsistencesubsistence-
economies

subsistence-
economieseconomies in the University cur-cur-.
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tural-turalturalc6iiferences'lt'heldturdtural -' c6iiferences'lt'heldc6iiferencesltheldconferences'7heldconferences7heldCCi1feri1fer nc s' "' ' held 'in1in1'hihi'inin' ;, the
statetafetafe'irltafeirl'idid'inin'' ththefhe past'

)pastast have1havdhav beeffshow-beeffshowbeen-show-beenshowbeeffshow-
cases

bbeenshow-
cases

en'showenshow'- -,

cases for,

,for individualindividualdividu'aJdividuaJ' projectsprojects 'forfor'for-

specific
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for-

specificspecific areasareas"withoutsoU-

d

areaswithoutsoU-

d'" withoutwithoutsolid
, solid emem-emem-

phasis
em-

phasis
¬-

phasis on developmentddevefopmvef pmcn!n gfof a
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state.wstatewstate-widestatewide.- dd1ppr\1ppr1ppr\'!approach'yttapproachytth'fhf'' <(,eSthesett'ii'*
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isis-isis-

sues
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,'suessues' suessues . TheThTheThe1t' 1t;
,'/ fifth'1fifth1firthfifth'' 1'1-

annannualann t AlaskaAtaskaAtaska-

l3ilingualjMu1ti
Alaska-

BilingualjMulticulturalBilingual/MulticulturalBilingualMulticulturalBilingualjMulticulturall3ilingualjMu1ti/ u1tural EducaEduca-Educa-
tional

¬.-
tionalti fi) ConferenceqopfeCoinferencge.IeI

.
'cIcI''," .-

to
t-
o.totoSbeSbe

(
be held , inin-

Anch9rage
in-

AnchorageAnchorageAnch9rage ., .atatatatthe,.at thetlJ.the
" Westward onon-

February
on-

FebruaryFebruary 7-9.couldbe79.couldbe79.couldbe9couldbe7.9.couldb79.couldb79couldb7-9could79could-. ,., ;,,be a turnturn-turn-

ing
¬.-

ing pointpolopol t int\t\tbillbilingualbillbilingualbilingualeducation}guiitiduca.tion
t
educationduca.tionducationeducation-

in
duca.tion-

in

.
in this state.tatetategtate

. ifif-theifthe;-,. thee leadershipleadershipleadership-
of

leadership-

ofofofthethe conference couldcouid be concon-con-

vinced

¬.-

vinced that bilingual .educationeducation.educationeducation. .education-

is

education-

isis not a stop-gapstopgap- issueissu to be apap-ap-

plied
ap-

plied
¬-

plied sporadicallysporadi a11y , but is a rightright-

of
right-

ofof all studentstudents*. and has a place inin-

every

in-

everyevery classroom in1iii the state .

The current issues surroundsurround-surround-
ing

¬.-

ing the "d-2"dd2" - " controversycontrove y , Inu-InuInu-

plat
Inu-

piat
-.

platpiat bowhead whalingwhaltnvwhalrn
',

fish andand-

game
and-

gamegame management , the openingopening-
ofof the Haul Road , and the AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
¬.-

ka Native Land ClaimsCIj1ns point upup-

the
up-

thethe central position of subsissubsis-subsis-

tence
subsis-

tence

¬-

tence in the bilingual-biculturalbilingualbiculturalbilingualbicultural-
world

-

world . SubsistenceSubs'istence
'

will continuecontinue-
toto be the "agricultureagriculture"" !: ' of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth and the basis of the nunu-nunu-

tritional
nu-

tritional
¬-

tritional economy for manymany-

years
many-

yearsyears to comecome . As we know fromfrom-

th
from-

thtthethtth<.. experience of other councoun-coun-

tries
coun-

tries

¬-

tries , subsistence remains basicbasic-

to
basic-

toto the economy in spite of heavyheavy-

industrialization
heavy-

industrializationindustrialization .

This conference , with thethe-

theme

the-

themetheme of "OurOur'Our"OurOur":"' Rainbow HeriHeri-Heri-

tage
Heri-

tage

¬-

tage ," will be yet another exerexer-exer-

cise
exer-

cise

¬-

cise in 'irrelevanceirrelevance',? if it does notnot-

seriously
not-

seriouslyseriously address Alaskan NativeNative-

subsistence
Native-

subsistencesubsistence as a bilingual and bi-bibi-

cultural
bibi-

cultural

-.

culturalculturalrealityreality in the culturalcultural-
heritage

cultural-
heritageheritage of all Alaskans .- -------


