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Under the directiondirdireciionOfction
"' ,
of'of' UAAUUAA-

graduate
AA-

graduategraduate studentstu4ent CharlescCiiarleskllnes
,
rldJHmes

'
.,, Hines, , .

eight UAA researchers have comcom-com-

pleted

com-comcom-

pleted
*-

pleted the firsttirst study of elderly-
natives

elderlylderlylderly-

nativesnatives in
,
the Anchorage area :..

The studyst dy is significant inininsesese-sese-

veral
se-

veral

¬-

veral ways . Among the researchresearch-research-
ers

¬-

ers waS Dina Evan , an elderly Se-SeSe-

ward

Se-

ward

Se-

ward
-

ward Peninsula Eskimo , who-

speaks
whowho-

speaksspeaks Upik and Inupiat ..
.

The study was sponsored byby-

the

by-

thethe Student Originated StudiesStudies-
Program

Studies-
ProgramProgram , a national armann of the

4. National Science Foundation .

Becauseecause it was SOSP funded ,. thethe-

studen
the-

studentsstudentsstuden ts ' work was presented to

.

'" -ii-_ ".nn. ". ',.,y. ., .. . .. "' >--..; ", , . crni'rrrncrnirrrn, ,44, ": "' i'lrilr' r;> 4
.r,r.y-.y.y"-. .yrn'40'0'1001rn'4rn4': ''. thethe6u,

Foundation;dationrn'4dationitataI.aaIa, 8* specials eciacialllsegseVssegs.'

slon'slon'sionsion'
inin

'
WashingtonWa irigton :, bC.1bC1bC.1rell-

ecia:.: rerecentfrecentf-

Perhaps

nt--ntnt-

Iy
-

iyiy- 'X. -- 'X'- XX-. \,. : nV," '\" ':- t t\lttlt\ f{')

PerhapsPerhap ' mostlIostmost} unique'ttb'outuniquettboutuniqueuniqueabout"' ique ;
'

about
.

'
ou (;

the study1studystud waswas itst $
,
findingfinfididinafididinathatelthatjel-thatjelthatel-thatelthatelnthatjel-

derly
thatel-

derly
!h , l--<n

derly native personspersons havehave ,. a veryvery-

positive
very

}>positiveositive outlook on life andandthefr.thethe.theirtheir.theirI.their-

place
.
.
,

'
Jr

I'

place in it . Far from a gloom andandand-

doom

'

doom progrtosisprognosis , the elderlyeldrlyeld rly face1racelacelace-

the

'

the world with pride andJiopeandJ1opeandhope ,
according to project coordinatorcoordinator-
Chuck

coordinator-
ChuckChuck MinesHines .

MinesHines says this attitude isIs-

"true"truetrue" of most older people , butbut-

seems
but-

seemsseems to be more prevalentprevalent-
among

prevalent-
amongamong the native elderly ."
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. oldolderolder-
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, surveyedsurveyed ;
,;, minhi *"' depth'idepthidepth',. areareare-

veryi
.

|.', veryverYtveryiveryirepresents):'
, 'representativerepresentspr'sei tat1veve,

pfQtQi? jjthe>:'thth'ththithethet5
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; 6006004t5t-
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' ' ' *7.70b riatiyer'oldetriatiyeroldety I J , persons2 Yiesldsid ,

.

i\tingiting\,fng in.the.Aninthe.AnintheAnin
'

.the;.Ancliarage'ateaAncliarageateah9rage 'atea ; , , ., .
'' .InIn.InIn.
./cqm'paringcqm'paringcqmparing.Incqm'paring/"bompatingf'tftem"selvesbompatingftftemselves" om ' atin {'' themselvesthems" tv s , toto-

otherotherother't4ei.?' jieniqfseriali r' citizensci.uzciuz.
s?:; thitheh respbn-respbnresponrespbn-

.dents

- spon -.,
v',

.dentsdents. In10
_
thetheytheysurvey, ,surveyU!.': y

,,
s'aidsaidsa' d theythey-

were
heyeyey-

were 'betterbetter'better'bffbetterbff',better .!'' off overall ; hiin "";'were ; 'bff.oyerallibff.oyerallibffoyeralli. , fi-fifi-

nance
fi-

nance
fi-

nance
-

nancenance , healthhea ih educationcdeducationtion , andand-

discrimin
and-

discriminationdiscriminationdiscrimin ti n . "AtAt'AiAi".' Ai the samesMlesMle-

time
same-

time
.

time , they felt 'theythey
.'

they werewwerere worseworse-

offoff in the areas of moralsmorts , famfam-fam-

ily
fam-

ily
¬-

ily relations and thehe respect theythey-

rec
they-

receivereceivereclve .
'

The typical Urbanorban elderly na-na-
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chofageWas"bornchofageWasbornorag; ,
as-

t

:
1;}int!

11191,11, 10O '
,; i 'rr'. .

a'rar)
'' villageAfwlag

,

:;;: (\ feless
, \

r $

# ,i100: 100 'personspersonspersons' whowhoJpoke;spoke penmar-nmarnma-
rfit

mar-mar-

jiyfitilytheirmarilytheir. their"nativenativeaUve ianguage'MejdicalianguageMejdicallanguagewgu getM]:.' ' MedicalMedical-

facihtie's"were

dic8t
-. facilitiesfacilitieif'werefacilitieifwerefacihtie's"werefacihtieswere', ''" were

"' limitedlimitlimitedandwerelimitedandwere'-
provided

d fand::ndwe'rendwere,:,were'

'providedprovided'provided'provideprovide! ,. onononari-ririI"-
a I*, piecemealpiec 1111b' tbbasis-

by
>

"

by ' occasionalcasi() a1 visitsyisivisi ts
'
fromfrpiitfrontfrpiita" a doc-docdoc-

tor
ddoc-

'tot
f'-

tor'tor'tottot' oror PublkPubliC Health ServiceService$ rvice nur-

se

ot-otot-

se
r.-,.; se$ereror, or byby'untralby 'untraluntral'untraineduntrained''untrained, 1 d individualsJIndividuals-

such
d vid a1sa1-

ssuchsuchsuchasas teachers , missionaries ,

mid-wivesimidwivesimid-wivesmidwives- ; or possiblyossib y a-rtiedi-artiediartiedi-

cine
atneda .,;- ;;;nedi-nedinedi-

cine

-

cine manman or shaman ., The homehome-
was

home-
waswas usuallyus ally a one-roomoneroom- Joglog oror-

frame
or-

frameframe domicile without "' theththe-

benefitbenefit of any typetypeofplumbing, of plumbing .

Heat ' was provided by woodwoodororor-

coal
or-

coalcoal , and sometimes by sealsealoiloil ,

depending on the part of AlaskaAlaska-

the
Alaska-

thethe individual grew up in . PorPor-Pot-PotPor-

tions
Pot-

tions
¬-

tions of the year were spent inin-

sQd

in-

sodspdsQdsod or skinakinkin structures '
. In spitespite-

of
spite-

ofof this , few people classified thethe-

"degree
the-

"degree"degreedegree" of comfort " experiencexperienc-experienc.-

ed
experienc-

ed
¬-

ed.ed. then as anything less thanthan-

adequate

than-

adequateadequate . They traveled by foot ,

dog team , kayak or umiak with ,

occasional use of boat motorsmotors-
or

motors-
or(or reindeer in some cases ) . CloClo-Clo-

thing

¬.-

thing was hand-madehandmade- from im1mim-imim-

ported

¬.-

ported or local materials . ThereThere-

were

There-

werewere limited religious facilitiesfacilities-
available

facilities-
availableavailable . The main foods concon-concon-

sisted

¬.-

sisted of fish , seal , and nativenative-

plants
native-

plantsplants , supplemented in variousvarious-
areas

various-
areasareas by whale , moose andand-

caribou
and-

cariboucaribou . To meet their cashcash-

needs
cash-

needsneeds , a portion of their timetime-

was
time-

waswas spent trapping , commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-

cial fishing , or working in cancan-can-

neries
can-cancan-

neries

¬-

neries . This necessitated theirtheir-

spending
their-

spendingspending a considerable amountamount-
of

amount-
ofof the year awayawawayy from home .

The study group had their troutrou-trou-

bles
trou-

bles

¬-

bles , too , but their main concon-concon-

cern

¬.-

cern was health , seconded byby-

food
by-

foodfood and supplies . There was anan-

almost
an-

almostalmost 50-50505050chance- chance that thethe-

father
the-

fatherfather was not a native , but anan-

almost
an-

almostalmost 100 per cent chancechance-

that
chance-

thatthat the mother was . TheyThey-

were
They-

werewere very justified in their concon-con-

cern

¬.-

cern about health . It was a rarerare-

instance
rare-

instanceinstance in which a family waswas-

not
was-

notnot affected by some disease oror-

epidemic
or-

epidemicepidemic causing death . A sigsig-sigsig-

nificant
sig-

nificant
¬-

nificant number reported thatthat-

they
that-

theythey had little knowledge ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir parents because they werewere-

brought
were-

broughtbrought up in ananorphanageorphanageoorphanagephanage oror-

mission
or-

missionmission hornhonahoma.* . For recreation
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pAheysangt'ftheysang,1Jancedtftheysang1Janced' ",;, ang ," danceddanced( ,. ,. tolmIdto d sJoriesstoriesstoriestr:,.tr"s' :
,
I '

.'.r.irr.irrir.,,,ndand [ engagedngaged In
.-

traditional
t-

raditional.
.traditionali dition l feastsfeasts *', I ,'

t1ieni'i'iI'
orort', Jpotlatche'potlatchespotlatches"'

I{ tlatche
.

"$*!:! Most.fMostfMMostsiJ.?,\-
hf
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f\?
>off fth'emfthem>%: t1ienit1ieniItliemtliemi'
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vided

'>,
}"
't4- 'greytt4-greyt' greY( upup-irupir-hhf' 'ananiIIl IdeawhichYP't9IdeawhichYPt9IdeawhichYP't9-

vided
'areare' ,

,w cct'rhjlt'rtr'
,

,

-videdvided-: educationseightyij{$ veryvverylittley{ :Jl'litdeJllitde;'!itt1e
_

'

;;;fieducationsfieducationseducatton5e a 1! ,
"

,

Eighty "'' pepefpef"centfofpe ( cent6f"centfofcentfofcentY'ofcentYof*"°

' {, ' , themthern ' grewgJCwdrewdrew-

up :up in'areasinareasin
"- are'alwla- realwl'"'areas'whTb'had'nWareaswhTbhadnWareas'whTb'had'nWmorem'

whicR'h'aidl/noinSrewhicR'h'aidlwhicRhaidlnoinSre'' h''" /friO' .}mmoremmorem-

than
re '

thanthSJ} 'tieetiee
'
thethe"elght1Stheelght1S!:,

" eightrrgb
, gradegr d ?}'

'
availablevall b1e ,

whilewhilb 27 perpet cent hadbadhadnono educaeduca-educa-
tion

¬.-
tion at all availableayailable locally .

'
In summarizing the findings-findingsfindings-

of
findings-

of
--

of the study , the reportrepor to thethe-

.National
the-

National.NationalNational-National.-National Science foundationfoundation-
states

foundation-
statesstates :

"InIn" summing up the results , _-

it could be said that this groupgroup-
of

group-
ofof people expressed an extreextre-extre-
mely

¬.-
mely positive attitude towardtoward-
their

toward-
theirtheir position in life . The olderolder-
Alaskan

older-
AlaskanAlaskan Natives , as indicatedindicated-
earlier

indicated-
earlierearlierearlier , have probably been sub-subsub-

jected
sub-

jected
-. .

jected to one of the most exex-exex-

treme
ex-

treme
¬-

treme transitions ofofanyany generagenera-genera-
tion

genera-
tion

¬-

tion in history without eveneven-

leaVing
even-

leavingleaving their nativenativ habitat oror-

state
or-

statestate . These people , withwithanan exex-ex-

tremely
¬.-

tremely low income level , live inin-

a
in-

aa high-costhighcost-- area with a substansubstan-substan-
tial

¬.-
tialtia! amount of physical disabilidisabili-disabili-

ties
¬.-

ties , in a demanding andand-

youthoriehted
and-

youthorientedyouth-oriehtedyouthoriehtedyouth-orientedorientedyouthoriehtedsocietyyouthorientedsociety- society , amidamid-

cultural
amid-

culturalcultural differences which imim-imim-

pose
im-

pose
¬-

pose a tremendous communicacommunica-communica-
tion

communica-
tion

¬-

tion problem . They, proved to bebe-

the
be-

the '-

group
g-

roup
'-

group
g-

roup
'-

groupof
'the warmestwannest , most open groupgroup-

ofof individuals imaginable , andand-

not
and-

notnot overwhelmed by theththechallenchallenchallen-challen-
ges

challen-
ges

¬-

ges of urban living . This is not toto-

say
to-

saysay that they do not havehave-

urgent
have-

urgenturgent service. needs . They desiredesire-

to
desire-

toto maintain their contact withwith-

the
with-

the
'

the past and still maintain aa-

dignified
a-

dignifieddignified way of life . The meansmeans-
to

means-
toto provide this do exist . ButBut-

fundamental
But-

fundamentalfundamental communicationcommunication-
problems

communication-
problemsproblems are present betweenbetween-
social

between-
socialsocial service agencies and elderelder-elder-
ly

¬.-

ly native persons , problemsproblems-
which

problems-
whichwhich must be directly addressaddress-address-

ed
address-

ed
¬-

ed if potential services willwill-

ever
will-

everever reach the intendedintendedrecirecireci-reci-

pients
reci-recireci-

pients
¬-

pients . These communicationcommunication-
problems

communication-
problemsproblems are primarilypr arily linguisticlinguistic-
only

linguistic-
onlyonly at the surface level..

Beneath the surface are culturalcultural-
differences

cultural-
differencesdifferences ofofmoremore far-reachingfarreachingfarreachings-
ignificance

farreachings-
ignificance

--

significance .,
"

MinesHines cited the help of thethe-

Cook
the-

CookCook Inlet Native ', AssociationAssociation-
inin the preparation of the study .,


