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IGLOO CITY SURVIVES BUT PLAGUE BRINGS BREAKDOWN OF TRADITIONS

Reprlnted from Tundra Tlmes
. : April 5, 1965 . |

By HOWARD ROCK
Times Editor "
* (Editor's Note: Little Olag-

roaq had . found an oldfriend .

as she, her mother and Aniqsoaq
walked
Tikigaq after the' burial of her
brothers, sister and' her father.
He was Pooktouruk, the dog
that belonged to Utourna, the
little girl's cousin who, . along
with her mother and father, had
dned of the ‘plague. Olagroaq
took! the dog with her saying;

" “You're -going ‘to . be my dog

from now on. ") .
The little * group
walking toward Tikiqaq. Pook-
touruk . followed : closely “and
alongside the little girl. He wrig-
gled and sidled against his tiny
new waster. He whined happily
as Olagqroaq held ‘on to his hair
on hisishoulders.
Pooktouruk had grown m(o
a large .dog, only now he was
lean from lack of food. His legs
seemeq too long for his size..
Sorrowful Activity
As they walked, Siqvoana
couldn’t seem to take her eyes
from the activity on the tundra

where Tikiqagmiuts (Point Hope .
'people) were burying their dead.

-~ *“This is indeed a tragic period
in_our’ lives, Anigsoaq,” ‘the
woman * remarked. “Like you

'said, the future might be a dark

one for Tikiqaq. The people are
burying their loved ones — and
our fine hunters.”

“Whoever is left alive will do
well this coming winter,” Anig-
soaq answered. ““The village -is
well stocked in-food. What I'm
worrying about is next year and
the . succeeding years to come.
The “death. of our hunters will
be felt then.”

The Pack

Even as they walked; four
dogs appeared over the bank of
the north beach.

They were  directly in the
path of the wind from the three
people. They apparently caught
the scent and came up the bank
to investigate.

Pooktouruk noticed them at
once. He bristled and snarled.
Anigsoaq picked up a whale rib

‘he saw I‘ledlby in case he needed

it
The dogs came.at a steady
trot. They. neither looked mean

.. nor unfriendly but Anigsoaq and

Pooktouruk ‘were not taking any

toward the; village: of:

rcsumed :

clmnt.es Pooktouruk vomcd his
defiance ’ with bared: fangs. He

. had now taken over as the pro-
“tector of ‘the three people with

him. He broke away from the
little girl and rushed toward the
dogs. .

“Don’t. get. hurt, ‘Pook-
touruk!” Olaqroaq shouted:

The dog stopped after-a short
distance and - snarled his ' defi-
ance. The.four dogs also stop-
ped. The pack and the lone dog
eyed. each other for several mo-

‘ments’ and then the four dogs

turned toward the north beach,’
their tails between their legs:
_“The poor dogs - they have
no one to take care of them and
they.)are suffering,”” Siqvoana
said, her voice breaking. :
Unspoken Messages .
The . little = group.  finally

reached: the big village. There

was an‘atmosphere of ureasiness
that ‘was uncomfortable .in . the
huge settlement. They saw'sev-
eral people among ithe igloos
who were moving JbOU( in si
lence. *

The: men greeted Squ()dnd
and the little girl with kindly,
sad smiles. The ‘women - were
unsmiling. They looked squarely
into Sigvoana’s eyes. They then
rushed into’ one another’s arms
and broke into tragic sobs. Nota
word was uttered. That would
be later when grief was bearable.

Pooktouruk - broke = away
from Olaqroaq once again. He
trotted swiftly to-the Kayouk-
tuk igloo that had been his
home. He stopped near the en-
trance and settled on his haunch-
es. He looked questioningly at
the little girl,

“We're not stopping therc,
Pooktouruk. We're. going to our
igloo. Come -on, Pooktouruk!”
the child urged.

The dog hesitated, tilting his
head to his right.- He rose ar.i
began to nose around the en-
trance. His tail curled between
and under his hind legs. He
settfed on his haunches at the,
entrance once more.

The Howl of the Dog

As the group watched, Pook-
touruk raised his great head sky-
ward. A sad and mournful howl
came out of his mouth.
piercing — tragic. The dog was
voicing- his sorrow for his mas-
ters he will never see again.

The howl of the dog was
intensified by the setting — the

péople.

‘Olagroaq

,l(nyouluk =

:short distan

It was -

lgl()o that  was emply The

plague had . taken hlS people

dey

Emotidns welled in"the three
The | weight.- of Pook-
touruk’s anguish found expres:
sion’ ‘through' “the ‘tiny' child,
roke into uncontrol-
lable. sobs; She ran to' the dog
and wmpﬂed her arms around
his neck.

“Yoq
Pooktouruk

shouldn t do that,
the child sajd, bit-

“terly, ** [1re making me cry. I

miss Utourna, Uncle
‘Achoyak = but
you .can’t stay ‘here. You have
to ‘come \fmh me. Come. on;

know you

. Pooktouruk!”.

She tugged ‘at the dog: He
rose and began to follow. the
little . girl. He walked with her
knowing he was going home.

Eat With Us
The little  group 'walked a
%e further and then
they. were at Attungana’s.igloo.

Siqvoana ‘didn’l know. what to
‘do or say.

he was home now
without her lhusband and four
children.She} dreaded going into
the house.

. She leaned over to her daugh-
ter and said yery quietly, “My
little - one, you must .be very
tired. I am. [ am very tired.”

“Yes, mother. I am very. tired
and I want to sleep, too. Can [
take Pooktouruk in with me?”

“You may. He is your dog
now.’

“Pooktouruk, - you're - going
into the house with me!”

The
the little ‘girl and she hugged
her dog around the neck.

Siqvoana. turned to Anigsoaq
who had - been standing by
quietly. i

‘“‘Anigsoaq, after I rest up.a
little, I want to go to the sigloaq
and get some oogruk meat. After
I cook it, I want you to eat with
us,” the woman said.

“I have some good meat in

“my siqloaq,” the man answered.

“I’ll get some and bring it here.
You can rest in the meantime.”
“As’ you wish, Aniqsoaq,”
Sigvoana  replied just above a
whisper.
* * *
The Epilogue
Siqvoana and the little girl
began life in their igloo alone at
first. -Aniqsoaq :lived alone as
well in his igloo, although he ate
his' meals“with the woman and

permission . brightened .

the child. Sigvoana had insisted
that he did. because he had no

»one to prepare his meals.
Pooktouruk thrived and fat-
tened  under . good - caré. litile

Olaqgroaq gave him. He:developed

“great affection for the child.

‘Many children had: been  or-
planed by. the plague.. Shortly
after - her return “to Tikiqaq,

_ Sigvoand took in, two boys and

a little girl. They were second
cousins of little Olagroaq. Other
surviving adults took in others

and in a surprisingly’short ‘time,

everyone was placed in a home.

. In ;something over ‘a year,
Siqvoana and ‘Anigsoaq became
man -and  wife. It was.‘a rather
casual marriage, no doub

-dered soméwhat by the memorie

of ‘both persons.

. Olagroaq - dccepted the man
and became attached to him and
this helped - the marriage.- The
man and wife, much to ‘their
surprise; became - parents of a
little ‘boy. This further cemented
the relationship and the new
family.became quite happy.

The first year after the terrible
plague hit the Tikiqaq area, the
village did well for almost two
years.  Ample food had been
stored away. The reduced popu-
lation ate well but uafter ‘that,
the loss of the hunters began to
be feit. :

Heroic Hunters

Anigsoaq ‘was a fine hunter
and other men like him pursued
their calling exhaustively through
the years in a heroic effort to
feed and clothe the wounded
village.

Even though the men, ex-
pended their great efforts, skills
and “endurance, food supplies
in the village dwindled each
succeeding. ~ year. This was
worsened by the inevitable un-
favorable hunting conditions.
Starvation began to be a common
visitation.

Untenable Traditions

Many lives were lost through
this and dire suffering became
the order of the day. And down
through the years, new diseases
came to Tikiqaq and exacted
their toll in multiple deaths.
The constant loss of loved ones
began to tell on the survivors.

Some established traditions
became untenable, and one espe-
cially, that-of tradition of clean-
liness, almost toppled complete-
ly. Under constant™ suffering;

mdny ‘people beg,dn to neglect
the cledaning of their dwellings.
Dirt.and filth resulted. .
* Through"the tragic years, Siq-
vouana_and a few other women
doggedly clung to the lr.ndnmn
of cleanliness. They tried to pass
it on to their offspring. Some of
them  were “successtul and ‘'the
traces of {his effort can still be
seencin the village of Tikiqag.
Unshaken Tradition
. One tradition that remained
undaunted was. the dance. ‘No
matter " .how - discouraging the
outlook might have been, dances
were held. They gave the sur-
vivors a 'spiritual outlet and en-
couragement for the future, both
sorely needed under ‘the terrible
strains of suffering.

The aesthetic . value of “the -
dance was unmistakable and it,
no doubt, served as an important
bridge tosurvival of the present
day inhabjtants of Tikiqaq.

Siqvoana’lived to be an old,
old woman.  She outlived her
second hlnband Anigsoaq. by '
eight years. Although she suf- |
fered -along' with her - people
through her long life, she lived
in comparative. comfort, espe-
cially during her aging years.

Her daughter Olagroaq was
true to her.word she made when
she was very young that she
would take care of her mother.

Strong Personality

Although small -in stature,
Siqvoana was a strong personali-
ty. She was stern at times. Her
wisdom *was sought after, even
by men. She was a traditionalist
and she urged her people ac-
cordingly.

Olagroaq grew up into a fine,
intelligent woman.” One of  her
finest  qualities- was her great
kindness. She was rather reserved
and she frequently fell into quiet
moments. This seemed to reflect
her difficult years during which
she made great sacrifices on be-
half of the villagers. Her readi-
ness to ‘help anyone endeared
her to the people of Tikiqaq.

She had grown into a digni-
fied young woman. Her hand
was sought after by the ablest
young hunters. She married one
of them ultimately. They had
seven children only two of which
survived.

Such were the men  und
women of the old village of
Tikiqaq. They were the people
who struggled against almost
insurmountable odds and won.
Today, their blood flows in the
veins af Point Hope, survivors
of 2,000 people deemed to have
inhabited the ancient igloo city
up to early years of 1800 and
what is thought to be the oldest
continuously  inhabited = settle-
ment in Alaska.



