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MICHAELMICHAEL C . HARPER ,. new Deputy Commissioner of the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-

ment of Community and RegionafReglOnafRegionat Affairs .

1

RurRurALL.CAi-

P

LCAi-

P.
CAJPCAP Director-

Resigns
DirectorDirector-

ResignsResigns PostP st for JobJobM-

ike

JobAl-

ike

'

. MikeAlike HarperHarrier , RurALJRurAL ; CAP'sCAPs' Executive DirectorOirector forfor-

the
.

the last-lastlasttwo-., two years , has resignedI'fsignedIfsigned' his position to acceptaccept-
appointment

accept-
appointmentappointment as Deputy CommissionerCotmmissioner of the DepartmentDepartment-
ofof CommunityComrunityComrjtunityComr unity and RegionalRegional AffairsAffairs .

HarnerHarper , whowhoioinedjoined tiletlie RurALRurAL CAPCAPstaffstaff in 1971J 971 as- --

"tanner
"-

tanner
t-

anner
-

a Human ResourcesResources"tannerMannerPlanner" ,

was hired as DeputyQeputy DirectorDirector-
inin 1972 . In December of ' 721'212' .,

the RurAL. CAP BoardB ard hiredhired-
him

hired-
himhim as ExecutiveEarecutiveE eclltive Director , aa-

post
a-

postpost he has held until helie acac-acac-

cepted
¬.-

cepted the ', position with-withwiththe-. thethe-

state
the-

statestate .

During Jlisiiisnis two years asas-

RurAL
as-

RurALRurAL CAP'sCAPsCAP'sCAPs' Executive DiDi-DiD-

irector

¬.-

rector , the regionalregionalstructurestructurestructure-
of

structure-
ofof the agencygency became stronger..

In[ n keeping with the CAP'sCAPsCAP's-
philosophy

CAP's-
philosophy

'

philosophy of "puttingputting"puttmgputtmg" thethe-

money
the-

moneyrrioncymoney where the people are , "
RurAL CAP is now fundingfundin-
glindepen

funding-
1ylindepen1y1yindependent,) independentent regional organ-organorgan-

iJations
organ-

i2ations

-.

iJationslationsi2ations! .

A major personal victory forfor-

Harper
for-

HarperHarper occurred when CongressCongress-
overwhelmingly

Congress-
overwhelminglyoverwhelmingly passed legisla--legislalegisla-legisla-

lion
legislalegisla-

tion

-.--'

liontion to continue the Office ofof-

Economic
of-

EconomicEconomic Opportunity and toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep it independent from thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Health , EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

Educa-
tion

¬-

tion and Welfare .

Since January of 1973 ,

stated national administrationadministration-
policy

administration-
policypolicy has been to "killkill" ""
OEO and , Community Action

along withwllh itIt.. HarperlIarper was ver\vervetver-

active
)\

active in the national effort toto-

tetain
to-

retainfetaintetainretain a visible , independentindependen t ,.

!

,

and3nd strong federal commitmentcommitment-
toto continue the War on PovcrtPovpovertypoverty-
begun

rt >

; begun , in 1964 under PiesidentPresidentPresident-
Johns0n

President-
JohnsonJohnsonJohns0n .

Ironically , the compromisecompromisel-
egisla

compromise-
legislationlegislationlegisla on (11-14449)(111114449)14449( - ) passedpassed-
Congre.s

passed-
CongressCongressCongre.sCongres:;. on the day HarperIlarperIlarper-
resigned

Harper-
resignedresigned .

In his letter ofut resignationreSlgnatlO11reSlgnatlO11-

to
resignation-

toto the RurALRtirAL CAPC AI> Board .,

Harper said ,. " ., . . the missionI11ISSIOI1I11ISSIOI-

1of

mission-
ofof RurAL CAP ., the peoplepeople-
servmg

people-
servingservingservmg as directors ofofregIOnalregionalregIOnal-

and
regional-

andand statewidestatewlde boardshoards , the staffstaftstaft-
of

staff-
ofof the agency , and certainlycertainly-
the

certainly-
thethe village people 1I have comeconiccome-
to

conic-
toto know , makes the lob| ob otofot-

Executive
of-

ExecutiveExecutive Director'oneDirectoroneDIrector'' one of thethe-

most
the-

mostmost variedvari d and InterestingInterest1l1g iriInIn-

the
in-

thethe state .
.""

PhilPl l Smith , RurAL CAPCAP-

Dputy
CAP-

DeputyDeputyDputy: Director , will be ActAct-ActAct-

mg
Act-

ing

, ¬-

ingmg Executive Director untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe board meets to hirelure[ tire a newnew-

jlrector
new-

directordirectorjlrector , probably inill earlyearly-
February

early-
FebruaryFebruary .

CongratulatesCongratu l testes-

Legislators
CongratulatesLegislators
LegislatorsLegislators-LegislatorsRurAL

'-

RurAL CAP is most happyhappy-

toto extendxtend congratulations to thethe-

rtew

the-

newnewrtew legislators , especially toto-

those
to-

thosethose who are former employeesemployeeemployees-

of
:;

of;)f the agency ., The major objecobjec-objec-
tive

objec-
tive

¬-

tive and number one prioritypriority-
ofof the organization is the develdevel-devel-

opment
¬-.

opment of human resources .

It is felt that this aspect of thethe-

program
the-

programprogram has been successful withwith-

many
with-

manymany people , most notable , ofof-

coursecourse: ourse ,. are those in the pubjicpUQlicpublicpUQlic-

eye
public-

eyeeye such as RepresentativesRepresentatives-
Brenda

Representatives-
BrendaBrenda Itta , PhillipPl lhp Guy , NelsNetsNels-

Anderson
Nets-

AndersonAnderson , Bob BradleyBradlev- and Sen .

Frank Ferguson .

Prior to working for RurALRurAL-
CAP

RurAL-
CAPCAP in the late sixties , MissMiss-

Ilta
Miss-

IttaIttaIlta ,. whoWll0 lives in Barrow , hadhad-

been

had-

beenoeenbeen SenatorSen 1tor< Gruemng'sGruemngsjruenmg'sjruenmgsGrtienmg'sGrtienmgs( ' secresecre-secre-

tary
¬.-

tary
"

inm WashingtonWasl ngton , D.CDC. .

"AsAsAs director of RurAL CAP'sCAPsCAP's-
Bethel

CAP's-
Bethel

'

Bethel area regional corporation ,

Phillip Guy of Kwethluk propro-pro-
vided

pro-
vided

-¬

videdvidedvaluablevaluable input to the agenagen-agen-

cy
agen-

cy

¬-

cy ; and NelsNets Anderson was hiredhired-
by

hired-
byby the RurAL CAP State BoardBoard-
of

Board-
ofof Directors as deputy director ,

a position helie resigned to becomebecome-
head

become-
headhead of the Bristol Bay NativeNative-
AssociatIOn

Native-
AssociationAssociation .

Bradley worked for thethe-

Southeastern
the-

SoutheasternSoutheastern Alaska CommunityCommunity-
Action

Community-
ActionAction Program as program dede-dede-

velopment
¬.-

velopment specialist in 19711971-

and
1971-

andand six months later , thethe-

SEACAP
the-

SEACAPSEACAP Board of Directors emem-em-

ployed
¬.-

ployed him as executive direcdirec-direc-

tor
direc-

tor
¬--

tor . Ferguson was director ofof-

RurAL
of-

RurALRurAL CAP'sCAPs' Kotzebue officeoffice-

and
office-

andand resigned in order to run forfor-

office
for-

officeoffice .

Lawrence Davis who was rere-rere-

cently
re-

cently
¬-

cently electedelect d to the House of

Representatives , is currentlycurrently-
serving

currently-
servingserving as chairman1chairman ' of the boardboard-
for

board-
forfor Kawerak , RurAL CAP'sCAPsCAP's-
Nome

CAP's-
Nome

'
Nome office .

RurAL CAP is proud to have

their staff members emerge asas-

leaders
as-

leadersleaders of their ,. people to help ,

along with other things , provideprovide-
legislation

provide-
legislationlegislation for ruralruralareasareas andand-

Native
and-

NativeNative Alaskans .

For Old PeoplePopleP ople and Those in NeedNee-

dSupplimental
.

Security Income- -
SUPPLEMENTALSUPPLEMENTAL SECURITYSECURITY-

INCOME
SECURITY-

INCOME
SECURITY-

INCOMEINCOME FOR THE AGED ,
BLIND AND DISABLEDDISABLED-

The
DISABLED-

The
DISABLED-

TheThe U.SUS. . Government payspays-
montWy

pays-
monthlymonthlymontWy checks to people inin-

financial
in-

financialfinancial need who are 65 oror-

older
or-

olderolder , and to people in need atat-

any
at-

anyany age who are blind or disdis-dis-

abled
dis-

abled
¬-

abled .

The payments , called supplesupple-supple-
mental

supple-
mental

¬-

mental security income , beganbegan-
inin January 1974 . The new propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram has taken the place of FedFed-Fed-

eralState
Fed-

eralState
¬-

eral-StateeralState- programs of public asas-asas-
sistance

as-

sistance
-¬-

sistance payments to people whowho-
are

who-
areare 6565oror older or blind or disdis-dis-

abled
dis-

abled
¬-

abled . But States still provideprovide-
them

provide-
themthem with Medicaid and socialsocial-
services

social-
servicesservices , and some States addadd-

money
add-

moneymoney tot the Federal payment..

WHOWI-mCANWImCANWHO-CANWHOCAN-
- CAN QUALIFY ?

People who have little or nono-

regular
no-

regularregular cashc sh income and who dodo-

not
do-

notnot own much in the way ofof-

property
of-

propertyproperty or other thingshings! thatthat-
can

that-
cancan be turned intoint cashcash,,, such asas-

stocks
as-

stocksstocks , bonds , jewelryjewe1ry , or otherother-
valuables

other-
valuablesvaluables , may get supplementalsupplemental-
security

supplemental-
securitysecurity 'incomeincome'

.
' .

.

The aim of the program is toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide monthly checks , whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey are needednee- .dednee- ded. , so that anyoneanyone-
who's

anyone-
who'swho'swhos' 656S orororolderolder or blindblindororor-

disabled
or-

disableddisabled can have a basic cashcash-
income

cash-
incomeincome - for one person atat-

least
at-

leastleast $146146$ a month , and forfor-

aa married couple , at least $219219$ aa-

mon
a-

monthmonthmon tho.
thoTI
ThisTIs does not meanmelln that everyevery-

eligible
every-

eligibleeligible person gets that much inin-

his
in-

hishis supplemental security incomeincome-
check

income-
checkcheck every month . Some peoplepeople-
ge

people-
getgetge t less because they already

have otherotlier income'income' ., Some getget-

more
get-

moremore because they live in a StateState-
that

State-
thatthat adds money to10 the FederalFederal-
money

Federal-
moneymoney .

THINGS PEOPLE OWNOWN-

A
OWN-

A
OWN-

AA person who is single (or .,

married but not living with hishis-

spouse
his-

spousespousethingshe) can have assetsassets-assetsassetsthings. - things
he wons , worth up to $1,5001500$1,500-
and

$1,500-
and

$ ,

and still get payments . TheThe-

amount
The-

amountamount for a couple is $2,2502250$ , .

This includes savings accounts ,

stocks , bonds ,. jewelry , and otherother-
valuables

other-
valuablesvaluables .

Not everything owned countscounts-
asas an asset.. A home with a mar ,

ket value of $35,00035000$ , or less doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot count . And the Federal GovGov-Gov-

ernment
¬.-

ernment will not asksk the liens on
homesonhomesof people who get supsup-sup-
plemental

sup-
plemental

¬-

plemental security income .

Personal effectsffects or householdhousehold-
goods

household-
goodsgoods also dpdo not count as assetsassets-
in

assets-
inin most case'scases' . Insurance policiespolicies-
oror a car may not aftectaffect eligibilityeligibility-
either

eligibility-
eithereither , depending on their value .

INCOME PEOPLE HAVEHAVE-
People

HAVE-
People

HAVE-
PeoplePeople can have some moneymoney-

coming
money-

comingcoming in and still get supplesupple-supple-
mental

¬.-

mental security income .

The first $2020$ a month in inin-inin-

come
in-

come
¬-

come is generallygener l1y notnpt counted .

Income[ncome above $2020$20a$ a monthmonth-
apart

month-
apart(apart from earnings) generallygenerally-

reduces
generally-

reducesreduces the amount of the supsup-sup-
plemental

sup-
plemental

¬-

plemental security income paypay-pay-

ment
pay-

ment
¬-

ment.. This includes social secursecur-secur-
ity

secur-
ity

¬-

ity checks , veterans compensaompensa-ompensacompensa-compensa-
tion

ompensa-
tion

¬-

tion , workmen'sworkmens' compensation ,
pensions , annuities , gifts , andand-

other
and-

otherother income .

People who work while theythey-
get

they-
getget supplemental security inin-in¬-

come can earn as much as $6565$ aa-

month
a-

monthmonth without any reduction inin-

their
in-

theirtheir Government payment.. TheThe-

payment
The-

paymentpayment is reduced $11$ for each
$22$ in earnings overove , $6565$ a month .

For eligible people who livelive-

in
live-

inin someone'ssomeones' household - a son'ssonsson's-
or

son's-
or

'

or daughter'sdaughters' home , for example
- the supplemental security inin-inin-

come
¬.-

come payment may be reduced .

To((To be continued in two weeks )

RurAL CAP-CAPCA-

PBut
CA-

PBut
CA-

PBut
-

But Plansglans Continue
OperatingOperatmg under an almostalmost-

congressional
almost-

congressionalcongressionalcongressionalmandatemandate to concon-con-

tinue
¬.-

tinue the Office of EconomicEconomlEconomit.
Opportunity , RurAL CAP isI-
Sgearing

is-

gearinggearing up for its 1975 propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram year .

At a meeting in KodiakKodi k inin-

September
in-

SeptemberSeptember , the CAP BoardBoard-

gave
Board-

gavegave the, go-aheadgoahead- for somesome-
major

some-
majormajor changes in the corporacorpora-corpora-
tion's

¬.-

tion'stions' funding structure during
1975 . Included in the changeschanges-
areare : .,

1I . A merger was approvedapproved-
between

approved-
betweenbetween the Upper Yukon De--DeDe-

velopment
De-

velopment
De -=-

velopment Corporation and

Gwitcha GwitclunGWllclunGwitchin GinkyeGinkye-
(3G's

Ginkye-
(3G's(3-G's(33G'sGs( - ' ) in111 Fort Yukon . The
" 3-G's3G'sGs- ' " (Yukon Flats PeoplePeople-
Speak

People-
SpeakSpeak ) will be the RurAL CAPCAP-

region
CAP-

regionregion , directed by NancyNancy-
James

Nancy-
JamesJames .

2 . Similarly , a merger bebe-

tween

be-

tweentween the Bristol Bay NativeNative-
Assoc

Native-
AssociationAssociationAssoc atlon was approvedapproved-
Trefon

approved-
TrefonTrefon Angasan , Jr is presentpresent-present-
ly

¬.-

lyIy Acting Director of thethe-

BBNA
the-

BBNBBNABBN A .

3 . In the Copper Valley/ValleyValleylValley-
Tanana

Valleyl-
Tanana

/}
Tanana Region , two entitiesentltieentities-
nownow receive livethe funding origorig-orig-

inally

¬.-

inallymally allocatedalloca ted to one develdevel-devel-

opment
¬.-

opment corporation . These areare-

the
are-

thethe Copper River NativeNltlve: AssoAsso-Asso-
ciation

Asso-
ciation

-¬

ciation , headed by ChristineChristll1eChristll1e-
Yazzi

Christine-
YazziYazzi , and the Upper TananaTanana-
Dvelopment

Tanana-
DevelopmentDevelopmentDvelopment: Corporation ,.

headquartered in Tok .

4 . The NorthNortli Pacific RimRim-

Native

Rim-

NativeNative Corporation , under thethe-

execu
the-

executiveexecutiveexecu tive direction of ArchieArchie-
Gottschalk

Archie-
GottschalkGottschalk , will receive CAPCAP-

funds
CAP-

fundsfunds for thet11e first time , resultresult-result-
mg

result-

ing

¬-

ingmg from an effort to alignalign-

boundaries
align-

boundariesboundaries in conformity withwith-

the
with-

thethe Land Claims CorporationCorporation-
boundaries

Corporation-
boundariesboundaries of Chugach , Inc[ nc .

and Koniag , Inc .

Of the changes ., Acting DiDi-DiDi-

rector
Di-

rector
¬-

rector Phil Smith commented .

"We'reWere" ' confident thathat thesethese-
moves

these-
movesmoves will go even further toto-

strengthen
to-

strengthenstrengthen the regionalregionalstrucstrucstruc-struc-
tures

¬.-

tures which were establishedestablished-
sixsix years ago ._ With otherother-
grants

other-
grantsgrants and contracts , the rere-rere-

gions

re-

gions

¬-

gions are becoming adminisadmitadminis-adminis-
tratively

s-ss-

tratively
¬-

tratively sound and responsiveresponsive-
toto the needs of the people inin-

the

in-

thethe regions . With thetile OEO/OEOOEO-
RurAL

OEO-
RurAL

OEO-
RurAL

/
RurAL CAP funding they cancan-

be
can-

bebe effectiveef1ectiveeflective advocates for theirtheir-
village

their-
villagevillage constituencies . We thinktrunktrunk-
it's

think-
it'sit'sits'' going to be a good year.. "

Mauneluk DispleasedDispleasedwithwith No . State
WhileWl le other attention aroundaround-

the
around-

thethe state is being focused on thethe-

statewide
the-

statewide .statewide problems of telecomtelecom-telecom-
munications

telecom-
munications

¬-

munications , the RurAL CAPCAP-

region
CAP-

regionregion inin-Kotzeb-

ue
i-

n

Kotzeb-

ue

Kotzebue , MaunelukMauneuk! ,
-

is taking somesome positive steps toto-

deal
to-

dealdeal with problems they feefeelfeel-

are
feel-

are

)

are being caused by the locallocal-
telephone

local-
telephonetelephone exchangeeJf.changeeJfchange. , North StateState-

Mauneluk
State-

Mauneluk
State-

MaunelukMauneluk , and its executiveexecutive-
director

executive-
directordirector , Ernie Norton (who isis-

also
is-

also
'

also Kotzebue'sKotzebues' mayor ) havehave-

formally
'

formally requested that the AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-

ka
-¬-

ka Public Utilities CommissiorCommissior-
CAPUC

Commissior-
APUCCAPUC(APUC ) revoke the certificatecertcertificate-

of
ficat

of public convenience and nene-nene-

cessity
ne-

cessity
¬-
'cessity granted to North StarStar-

TelephoneTelephone Company , Inc[ nc .

The complaint contains a sese-sese-

ries
se-

ries
¬-

ries ofofchargescharges the more imporimpor-impor-
tant

impor-
tant

¬-

tantallegationsthatof which are the allegationsallegations-
thatthat North Star Telephone CoC . ,

Inc . has failed to maintain adeade-ade-

q
ade-

quate
¬-

quateq ate and efficient services andand-

facilities
and-

facilitiesfacilities ; during certain periodsperiods-
hashasas requiredrequir d monies in excess ofof-

those
of-

thosethose authorized by the comcom-com-
mission

com-
mission

¬-

mission for the placementplacem nt of

local exchange area calls fromfrom-
public

from-
publicpublic telephones ; has requiredrequired-
security

required-
securitysecurity deposits for local teletele-tele-

phone
tele-

phone
¬-

phone exchange service in exex-exex-

change

¬.-

change of the amount authorizauthoriz-authoriz-
ed

¬.-

ed by the commission ; and hashas-

failed
has-

failedfailed to restore service to10 facilifJcillfacili-facili-
ties

: ¬.-

tiesnes critical to public health ,

safety , and welfare within a rearea-rea-

sonable
¬.-

sonable time after interruptioninlerruption .

In a related matter ., NorthNorth-
State

North-
StateState has filedfed a tariff revisionrevision-
with

revision-
withwith the APUCAPlCAPIJC) .

The proposedpropoed; revision woulPwoulwool?
increase the private line businessbusiness-
rate

business-
raterate in the Kotzebue exchangeexchange-
area

exchange-
areaarea from $2121$ per month atat-

present
at-

presentpresent to $3030$ a month ; eacheach-
business

each-
businessbusiness extensioneJf.tensioneJftension. phone from
$3.503.50350$ . per month at present to
$5.505.50550$ . per month ; and eacheachresiresiresi-resi-

dence
resi-

dence

¬-

dence extension telephone from
$2.502.50250$ . per month at present to
$3.503.50350$ . per month ; and increasejncreasejncrease-
the

increase-
thethe public pay phone chargecharge-
from

charge-
fromfrom 10 cents per call to 2525-

centscentsents= per call .


