
For Old PeoplePopleP ople and Those in NeedNee-

dSupplimental
.

Security Income- -
SUPPLEMENTALSUPPLEMENTAL SECURITYSECURITY-

INCOME
SECURITY-

INCOME
SECURITY-

INCOMEINCOME FOR THE AGED ,
BLIND AND DISABLEDDISABLED-

The
DISABLED-

The
DISABLED-

TheThe U.SUS. . Government payspays-
montWy

pays-
monthlymonthlymontWy checks to people inin-

financial
in-

financialfinancial need who are 65 oror-

older
or-

olderolder , and to people in need atat-

any
at-

anyany age who are blind or disdis-dis-

abled
dis-

abled
¬-

abled .

The payments , called supplesupple-supple-
mental

supple-
mental

¬-

mental security income , beganbegan-
inin January 1974 . The new propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram has taken the place of FedFed-Fed-

eralState
Fed-

eralState
¬-

eral-StateeralState- programs of public asas-asas-
sistance

as-

sistance
-¬-

sistance payments to people whowho-
are

who-
areare 6565oror older or blind or disdis-dis-

abled
dis-

abled
¬-

abled . But States still provideprovide-
them

provide-
themthem with Medicaid and socialsocial-
services

social-
servicesservices , and some States addadd-

money
add-

moneymoney tot the Federal payment..

WHOWI-mCANWImCANWHO-CANWHOCAN-
- CAN QUALIFY ?

People who have little or nono-

regular
no-

regularregular cashc sh income and who dodo-

not
do-

notnot own much in the way ofof-

property
of-

propertyproperty or other thingshings! thatthat-
can

that-
cancan be turned intoint cashcash,,, such asas-

stocks
as-

stocksstocks , bonds , jewelryjewe1ry , or otherother-
valuables

other-
valuablesvaluables , may get supplementalsupplemental-
security

supplemental-
securitysecurity 'incomeincome'

.
' .

.

The aim of the program is toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide monthly checks , whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey are needednee- .dednee- ded. , so that anyoneanyone-
who's

anyone-
who'swho'swhos' 656S orororolderolder or blindblindororor-

disabled
or-

disableddisabled can have a basic cashcash-
income

cash-
incomeincome - for one person atat-

least
at-

leastleast $146146$ a month , and forfor-

aa married couple , at least $219219$ aa-

mon
a-

monthmonthmon tho.
thoTI
ThisTIs does not meanmelln that everyevery-

eligible
every-

eligibleeligible person gets that much inin-

his
in-

hishis supplemental security incomeincome-
check

income-
checkcheck every month . Some peoplepeople-
ge

people-
getgetge t less because they already

have otherotlier income'income' ., Some getget-

more
get-

moremore because they live in a StateState-
that

State-
thatthat adds money to10 the FederalFederal-
money

Federal-
moneymoney .

THINGS PEOPLE OWNOWN-

A
OWN-

A
OWN-

AA person who is single (or .,

married but not living with hishis-

spouse
his-

spousespousethingshe) can have assetsassets-assetsassetsthings. - things
he wons , worth up to $1,5001500$1,500-
and

$1,500-
and

$ ,

and still get payments . TheThe-

amount
The-

amountamount for a couple is $2,2502250$ , .

This includes savings accounts ,

stocks , bonds ,. jewelry , and otherother-
valuables

other-
valuablesvaluables .

Not everything owned countscounts-
asas an asset.. A home with a mar ,

ket value of $35,00035000$ , or less doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot count . And the Federal GovGov-Gov-

ernment
¬.-

ernment will not asksk the liens on
homesonhomesof people who get supsup-sup-
plemental

sup-
plemental

¬-

plemental security income .

Personal effectsffects or householdhousehold-
goods

household-
goodsgoods also dpdo not count as assetsassets-
in

assets-
inin most case'scases' . Insurance policiespolicies-
oror a car may not aftectaffect eligibilityeligibility-
either

eligibility-
eithereither , depending on their value .

INCOME PEOPLE HAVEHAVE-
People

HAVE-
People

HAVE-
PeoplePeople can have some moneymoney-

coming
money-

comingcoming in and still get supplesupple-supple-
mental

¬.-

mental security income .

The first $2020$ a month in inin-inin-

come
in-

come
¬-

come is generallygener l1y notnpt counted .

Income[ncome above $2020$20a$ a monthmonth-
apart

month-
apart(apart from earnings) generallygenerally-

reduces
generally-

reducesreduces the amount of the supsup-sup-
plemental

sup-
plemental

¬-

plemental security income paypay-pay-

ment
pay-

ment
¬-

ment.. This includes social secursecur-secur-
ity

secur-
ity

¬-

ity checks , veterans compensaompensa-ompensacompensa-compensa-
tion

ompensa-
tion

¬-

tion , workmen'sworkmens' compensation ,
pensions , annuities , gifts , andand-

other
and-

otherother income .

People who work while theythey-
get

they-
getget supplemental security inin-in¬-

come can earn as much as $6565$ aa-

month
a-

monthmonth without any reduction inin-

their
in-

theirtheir Government payment.. TheThe-

payment
The-

paymentpayment is reduced $11$ for each
$22$ in earnings overove , $6565$ a month .

For eligible people who livelive-

in
live-

inin someone'ssomeones' household - a son'ssonsson's-
or

son's-
or

'

or daughter'sdaughters' home , for example
- the supplemental security inin-inin-

come
¬.-

come payment may be reduced .

To((To be continued in two weeks )


