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Alaska Natives have nioremore to gain or lose than anyany-

group
any-

groupgroup of persons in the state "whenwhen'when"' it comes to communicpmmunicommuni-communi-
cations

¬.-

cations developmentdevelop"11entdevelop11ent" , according to Marvin WeatlierlyWeatherly ,

newly-appointednewlyappointed- director of the governor'sgovernors' Office of
.

An estimatedestimatedOestimated0/OO10/00/ to 808U NativeNative-
villages

Native-
villagesvillages need basic audioaQdio commucommu-
nicat

commu-
nicationsnicationsnicat ions and virtually allallsmallersmallersmaller-
communities

smaller-
communitiescommunities willwilleventuaUyeventuallyeventuaUy needneed-

audio
need-

audioaudio , video and data commucommu-commu-
nications

¬.-

nications capabilities . To thatthat-

end
Tha-

tendend , Weatherly'sWeatherlys' office is prepre-pre-

paring
¬.-

paring for a meeting with RCARCA-

Alaska
RCA-

AlaskaAlaska Communications , Jan .

13-1413143-143J - to considerconsJder basic and secsec-¬.-
ondaryndaryondarysecondaryneeds .

This4'This4This"This*"' is a time for activistsactivists-
inin the State of Alaska to getget-

these
get-

thesethese things accomplished ,"
Weatherlv said . "I'mIm"'' interestedinterested-
inin having the Native corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions become involved in thisthhthh-
and

this-

andand work side-by-sidesideby- - with usus-

to
us-

toto make it happen .
"

Weatherly proposed that aa-

person
a-

personperson or persons be providedprovided-
by

provided-
byby Native organizations willingwilling-
toto assist in developing a system .

If such a Native representativerepresentative-
werewere provided on an in-kindinkind-

basis , whereas the Native organorgan-organ-

ization
¬.-

izationIzatlOn being represented payspays-

that
pays-

thatthat person'spersons' salary , Native parpar-parpar-

ticipation
par-

ticipation
¬-

ticipation would be more direct ,.

he explained . In addition , itIt-

would
it-

wouldwould provide a Native powerpower-
base

power-
basebase for forcing implementationimplementation-
ofofofaa statewide communicationscommunications-
plan

communications-
planplan .

"WeWe" have been experimentedexperimented-
toto death in this state withoutwithout-
having

without-
havinghaving the Concurrent systemssystems-
developed

systems-
developeddeveloped ," Weatherly said . "IfIf"If-
we

"If-
we

"
we can get cooperation from allall-

those
all-

thosethose in the state and in otherother-
states

other-
statesstates who need good communicommuni-commUcommuni-
cations

1 ¬'-
cationscatioos , I think we can forceforce-

development
force-

developmentdevelopment of a good system .
"

Alaska may become a nationnatIOn-natIOn-

al
nation-

al
¬-

al leader in telecommunicationstelecommunications-
development

telecommunications-
developmentdevelopment ifIfanan organizationorganization-
recently

organization-
recentlyrecently organizedorganiled by potentialpotentIal-
consumer

potential-
consumerconsumer groups throughoutthroughout-
thethe country who want telecomtelecom-telecom-
munications

¬.-

municationsmunica tions is successful , acac-acac-

cording
ac-

cording
¬-

cording to Weatherly who waswas-

recently
was-

recentlyrecently in Denver during ,. aa-

meeting
a-

meetingmeeting of representatives ofof-

leading
of-

leadingleading communications compacompa-compa-
nies

¬.-

nies and the consumer groups .

The consumers formed a coacoa-

Iition
coa-

litionlitionIition whichwhtch they hope will forceforce-

companies
force-

companiescompanies developing telecomtelecom-telecom-
munications

¬.-

munications systems to listen toto-

their
to-

theirtheir needs internationallymternationally . AlasAlas-

ka
Alas-

kaka , because of itsI ts potential as aa-

communications
a-

communicationscommunications consumer ,.
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stands to gain much from suchsuch-

aa united effort , accordingacc rding tctete-

Matherly
tc-

MatherlyMatherly ..

RCA hasha offered to provideprovide-
aa replacement system to coveicovelcovetcovet-
the

covel-

thethe same area now being takentaken-

care
taken-

carecare of by the ATS-6ATS6- satellitesatellite-

when
satellite-

whenwhen, it is changed to services<:service-

India
rvicervice-

IndiaIndia . Weatherly said hisls office-
is

officeoffice-
isis concerned with extending ser ¬.

vice to more villages needingneeding-
basic

needing-
basicbasic medical care as soon asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible .

Groups represented at thethe-

Denver

the-

DenverDenver meeting included the NaNa-Na-

tional
Na-

tional
¬-

tional Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASANASA)) Office-

of
OfficeOffice-

ofOf Telecommunications PolicyPohcy ,.

Appalachian Regional CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

¬-

sion , Federation of Rockyocky MounMoun-Moun-

tain
Moun-

tain
¬-

tain States , Public Broadcasting-
Service

BroadcastingBroadcasting-
ServiceService , the Corporation for PubPub-Pub-

lic

¬.-

lic Broadcasting13roadcasting and NationalNational-

PubHcRadio
Nationa-

lPublicRadioPublic-RadioPublicRadioPubHc-RadioPubHc-- .
Communications companiesccompanies-

in
mpaniesmpanies-

inin attendance included Hughs .

Fairchild , RCA , Western Union ,

General Electric'Electric' , PhilcoPl Ico , West-WestWes-

tinghouse
West4Wes-

tinghouse
Wes-

tinghouse

-
4

inghouse , the NationalNationai Cable-
Television

CableCable-

TelevisionTelevision Association and thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational Oceanic and AtmoAtmo-Atmo-

spheric
Atmo-

spheric
¬-

spheric Administration (NOAA )


