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Ancient Cache
_ ',

', of Whale
, '1

Meat
' '

Unearthed
.

,

'

: By GERALD E . BOWKETTBOWKETT-
Manager

BOWKETT-
ManagerManager , University News ServiceService-

FAIRBANKS, FAIRBANKS'FF' AIRB NKS - An ancientanclgntancIanclgnt-
cache

ntnt-

cachecache of whalew.hale. meat has beenbeen-

found
been-

foundFound on StSt.. Lawrence IslandIsland-

near
Island-

nearnear where the well-preservedwellpreservedwelI.preservwelIpreservwellpreserved-
body

-. dd-

bodybody of an Eskimo woman estiesti-esti-

mated
sti ¬.-

mated to hebe some 1I1,6001600,600600, yearsyears-
old

years-
oldold was earjierearlicrearlier,

,discoyeredOiscoyeredliscoyer d , andand-

scien"listS
and-

scien'tistscientistsscien"listSscienlistSscien'tistscientist"' $ aj-eajeateaieai -e now attemptingattempting.-
to

attempting.-

to.toto. determinedetennirledetertnide the age "ofofbf"

thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat utilizing two different techtech-tech-

niques
tech-

niques
¬-

niques . ' .
A.A-

TH'eTH'eTHeT/1eT1eTile/' meatmeat'seachemeatseache' cache was uncoveruncover-uncover-
ed

¬.-

ed by NathanNathNathann NumwukNuntwuk of theththe-

StStStLawrejnceStLawrence., -LawrejnceLawrejnce-LawrenceLawrence-- Island village ofof-

avoorigaSavoortga;avoOlavoorigaga while digging for fossilfossilI-

VOry
fossil-

ivoryivoryIVOry in the permafrost of Kia-KiaKia-

lagak
Kia-

lagak

-.

lagak Point nearn ar Southeast CapeC pe .

TheTh discovery , made in AuAu-Au-

gust
Au-

gust
¬-

gust , was broughtbrohghtbrotrght foto the attenatten-atten-
tion

atten-
tion

¬-

tion of a party of National ParkPark-

Service.University
Park-

ServiceUniversityService-UniversityServiceUniversityService.UniversityServiceUniversity-. of Alaska anan-anan-

thropologists
an-

thropologists
¬-

thropologists
.-

mapping
m-

apping.
mapping formerformer-

dwelling
former-

dwellingdwelling sites nearby .

"InIn" additionadditiopadditioptoto the whalewhale-
meat

whale-
meatmeat , the cache also containedcontained-
aa walrus hide roperdper pe ,. sealskin pokepoke-
con

poke-
containingcontainingcon taining carved ivory birds ,.

and . a fox carcasscarccarcrssss ," said GeorgtGeorgGeoGeorg-
SmithSmithSmith , a' National Park ServiceServService-
employee

ee-

employeeemployee who is doing graduategraduate-
work

graduate-
workwork in anthropology at the UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity

¬-

versity of Alaska .

Other members of the partyparty-
were

party-
werewere Z'orroZorroZgrro' Bradley , a NationalNational-
Park

National-
ParkPark Service research anthropolanthropol-anthropol-
ogist

anthropol-
ogist

¬-

ogist and adjunct professor atat-

the
at-

thethe university , and Ron KreherKreher-
and

Kreher-
andand Terry Dickey , also doingdoing-
graduate

doing-
graduategraduate Vorkwork'work' in anthropologyanthropology-
atat the university .

Samples of the whale meatmeat-
have

meat-
havehave been sent to the SmithSmith-Smith-
sonian

¬.-

sonian Institution for radio-carradiocarradio-car-radiocar-
bon

-- ¬.-

bon dating artdand to DrQr . AidanAidan-
Cockburn

Aidan-
CockburnCockburn , president of the Pa-PaPa-

leopathology
Pa -.

leopathology Association , ofof-

Detroit
of-

DetroitDetroit , for dating by the newnew-

amino
new-

aminoamino acid dating technique .

All living tissues absorb radioradio-radio-
carbon

¬.-

carbon and since this elementelement-
dissipates

element-
dissipatesdissipates at a known rate , it isis-

possible
is-

possiblepossible todeterminetodetermine the approxapprox-approx-
imate

approx-
imate

¬-

imate age ofofanan organism by itsits-

radiocarbon
its-

radiocarbonradiocarbon content .

This was the technique emem-emem-

ployed
em-

ployed
¬-

ployed by the Smithsonian InIn-InIn-

stitution
In-

stitution
¬-

stitution and Physics DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of the University ofof-

Pennsylvania
of-

PennsylvaniaPennsylvania to determine thethe-

age
the-

ageage of the body found at thethe-

Kialegak
the-

KialegakKialegak site on StS1.. LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland . Working independently ,

the two institutions developeddeveloped-
overlapping

developed-
overlappingoverlapping age range estimates .

"ItIt"' t was a beautiful correlacorreIacorrela-correla-
tion

¬.-

tion ," said Bradley .

Residual amino acids underunder-under-
go

¬.-

fossil -" dede-dede-

generates
de-

generates
go change as protein-proteinproteinde ¬-

generates . The new dating techtech-tech-
nique

tech-
nique

¬-

nique consequently is based onon-

the
on-

thethe condition of the residualresidual-
acids

residual-
acidsacids in the material andandraterate ofof-

its
of-

itsits degeneration . The currentcurrent-
tests

current-
teststests of the whale meat will ena-enaena-

able
ena-

able
-.

able scientists to cross-checkcrosscheck-- thistillstills-

new
this-

newnew dating method against thethe-

older
the-

olderolder radiocarbon method .

A portion otof theththe meat was ,

also providedpr (>vided William A . Galster ,

associate zoochemistz ochemist at the UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska'sAlaskasAlask ' Institute ofof-

Arctic
of-

ArcticArctic Biology , who intends toto-

compare
to-

comparecomparecompare theth amountamoont of heavy ,.

metals in the tissue with that inin-

the
in-

thethe 'tissuetissue' of freshly-takenfreshlytaken- mama-mama-

rine

¬.-

rine mammals':.
The naturally mummifiedmummified-

wort'lan's
mummified-

worttan'swoitlan'swoitlanswort'lan'swortlansworttan'sworttans' ' body was found in
1972 by Eskimo hunters as itit-

was
it-

waswas washing outou t of aaJowalow, low cliffcliff-
on

cliff-
onon thetlt Kialegak Point beachbe ch .

The hunters removed the body

from the cliff , reburie'dreburiedreburi '
d it inIn-

p
in-

pcrrpafrost'onpermafrostppcrrpafrost'onpcrrpafrostonrITIafroston:;' on theth.ethe.' tundra above ,

and informedinorm( d Bradley of theirtheir-
discovery

their-
discoverydiscovery . ,

,
With their help , liehe disinterIisinter4isintir-4isintir4isintir-

red
( ¬.-

red the body andandarrangedarranged forfor-

its
for-

itsits shipmentshipmel1t to1to', the FairbanksFairbanks-
campus

Fairbanks-
campus

,

campuicampus where it is being prepre-pre-

Crved
pre-

served

¬-

servedCrved$ in freezer , facilitiesfa lities . UltiUlti-Ulti-

mately
Ulti-

mately
¬-

mately itt willwiIl be returned to StSI..

Lawrence Island for final burial..

SmithSmithandand Dr ., MichaelM chael ZimZim--Zim-

merman
¬.

merman of the University ofof-

Pennyslvania
of-

PennyylvaniaPennystvaniaPennyslvaniaPennyylvania made a study ofof-

the
of-

thethe
,
tatoos on the arms and

hands of'of' ' the mummy . In aarerere-rere-

port
¬.-

portp'ortport'
0nonn their researchrescarch , theythey-

noted
they-

notednoted the absenceobsence of any ta-tata-

t
tata-

tctoing

-.

tdoingtMingtctoing
,
on the face ,

,

"ThisThis" is unusual ,.
,"' they wrote ,.

"inin" that on StSI.. Lawrence IslandIsland-
it

'

it was customary for EskimoEskimo-
women

Eskimo-
womenwomen to have chin n- 'nfn-nfaialaiIalif'

Iif!
'

checkheek tatooingHHooingtabooing ." 1'II
'

II,
.,It,
It was the findingr.nLlingrnLling. of thelhoihrihr-

body
:

body that led to this year'syears' ar-arar-

cheological
ar-

cheological
ar-

cheological

-

cheological work and the newnew-

discoveries
new-

discoveriesdiscoveries atItt KialegakKiaJegak Point.. InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition to examining the cachecache-
of

cache-
ofofofwhalewhalewhale-whalemeat- meat and otherotherItitemsitfmsIt S ,.

the National Park Service-jUni-ServicejUniServicejUni-
versity

Service-Uni-ServiceUniServiceUni-
versity

ServiceUni-
versity

- -

versity of Alaska fieldficld partypartyaJsoparty'alsopartyalsoparty'alsoi-

nterviewed'a
\aJsoaJso\'
'alsoalso'

aJso-

intcrviewed'ainterviewed'ainterviewedaintcrviewed'aintcrvieweda' number ofQfresi4ntsQfresi4nts-
of

, residentsresid ntsnts-

ofof SavoongaSav onga to try
]',

to learnllearnlearn-
more

arnarn-

moremore aboutabouttthe'thetheIthe' formerformrforme'rformer residentsresidresidents-
of

ntsnts-

ofof Kialegak Point..

"AA"" few interestinginteresqng storiesstostories-
were

icsics-

werewere told about the KialegakKialeKialegak-
people

akak-

peoplepeople ,. but for the most part thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of Savoong.iSavoongiSavoong,1Savoong1Savoong.,. frII'l'll
'

\] 'tt' t' IIeIcIe-

ilbout

Ic-

About
''

aboutilbout this area oror-

say
or-

saysay the ' researchersreserchcrrese \rchcrrchcr\ MIJIIJI-

Inary

it ,

nary report on their wor'kworkworleworle-

A
work') .

A literature search also turnturn-turn-
ed

¬.-

ed up little , and the researchersresearchcrsresearchcrs-
concluded

researchers-
concludedconcluded from their findings :

"EvenEven" from this precious little ,

we can most definitely say thatthat-
the

that-
thethe material tulturetultufeculture stands apart

, from the restrerest
,
t of Alaska , beingbeing-

d
being-

derivedderiveddderivedrived from SiberiaSweria especiallyeSespecially-
in

CciaIlyCciaIly-
inin recent times . Even in olderolder-
periods

older-
periods,, periods , the tartifactsartifacts, recoveredrecovered-
froln

recovered-
fromfroinfrolnfrom Kialegak and other sitessiessiess-

hoW
sites-

show
(

show a more1mord highly developeddeveloped-
culture

developed-
cultureculture than foundCound elsewhere inin-

Northem
in-

NorthernNorthernNorthem, AlaskaAlas a .,
"


