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benefits for rural alaskasaascansalaskansAaAlascansskans
chuck borg state director of veterans affairs has writ-

ten a column on page four for the tundra times7imes this week
that deserves much attention

he is calling attention to the fact that the state will pro-
vide a burial allowance of up to 750 for burial in alaska
ofa veteran who was a resident at the time of his or her death

the tundra times7imes has attempted to shed light on the pro-
blems associated with death in rural alaska last year we
focused most of ourour attention on autopsy requirements and
unexpected costs associated withfuneralwith funeral arrangements

the fact that this state program is available for alaska
veterans could go a long way toward helping bereaved
families because so many rural alaskansalaskasAlaskans are members of the
alaska national guarduardG

borg points out however that too few rural alaskansalaskasAlaskans are
aware of the program and only a small number are actually
receiving this benefit that is rightfully theirs

he says the problem probably stems from the lack of
knowlegeknowledgeknow lege about the state death gratuity program veterans
and survivors of veterans living in rural areas arandtaranotare not aware
of their entitlements

anyone who wants a form to apply for the benefit may
get one from funderalfunteralfunderal directors officers of veterans organiza-
tions and the alaska division of veterans affairs in an-
chorage and juneau

we commend chuck borg for attempting to get the word
out and we will be making an effort to publicize the fact
that this benefit is available

anyone who wants more information on this program may
contact the department of military and veterans affairs
death gratuity administrator PO box L juneau
998119981998110900IW0900WI or 3601 C street suite 650 anchorage 99503


