robbed, raped, and yes, murdered.

There are a numb: of people and groups working to
help make things better here. One of these is ASRAA,
the Association for Stranded Rural Alagkans in Anchor-
age. ; :

Although ASRAA has helped many a villager strand-
ed in the city to get back home, and has: helped get
others off the street and into one kind of shelter or
another, it faces an ironic problem. Funded by the Mu-
nicipality of Anchorage, ASRAA is seen primarily as a
social service for people with alcohol problems. There
were funds for Rural Alaskans who become stranded
here, but who are not being plagued with problems.

These ran out. Yet, many people who need help but
can't qualify are likely to be drawn down to the Avenue.
Maybe after they have been robbed, raped, and fallen
into the destructive cycle of drinking on the streets,
some of them will qualify for help. We feel they should
be helped before this happens. We urge the Municipal-
ity of Anchorage to restore the funds, and to help
Rural Alaskans of all races to solve their problems befo
they become almost unsolvable,



