
WU-WUWUAT&TWU-ATWUAT--AT&TATT& TOppose-
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TO.pposeTOpposeTO.ppose-
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tEDITOR'StEDITORS(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTENOTEToday'WeNOTETodayWe:
,Today we'we arearard-ardard-

publishing
"'-

publishing materialsmaterials from Gov .

Hammond'sHammonds' Office ofof-
Telecommunications

of-
TelecommunicationsTelecommunications , and fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe AlaskaAJ sk Legislative Council'sCouncilsCounc-
il'sSubcommittee

Counc-
il'sSubcommittee

'

Subcommittee onon-
Telecommunications

on-
Telecommunications

on-
TelecommunicationsTelecommunications . TheseThese-
materials

These-
materialsmaterials have been speciallyspecially-
prepared

specially-
preparedprepared for the Tundra TimesTunes .

Although ,it appears that thethe-
governor

the-
governorgovernor and the legislature areare-

not
are-

notnot farfarapartapart on the1tbethe:! issuesiss es relatingrelating-
toto RCA'sRCAs' satellite applicationsapplications-
before

applications-
beforebefore the FCC , those matters-aremattersaremattersmattersare-
at

-,areare-

atat issue , and the Tundra Times'limeslimes'limes-
will

Times-
will 'will publishpublishotherother: views fromfrom-

responsible
from-

responsibleresponsible spokesmen for otherother-
positions

other-
positionspositions . )

* * *
The Tundra Times has learnedlearpedlearped-

that
learned-

thatthat both Western Union andand-

American
and-

AmericanAmerican TelephoneTeleLphon & TelegraphTelegraph-

have
Telegraph-

havehave filedfled documents forforsatelliteforsatellite-
authorization

satellitesa tellitetellite-

authoril.ationauthorisationauthoril.ationauthorilationauthorization. to serve Alaska dndlndilndlnd-
the

ilnd-

the
:

the Lower-LowerItwezLower48? :- 48 . The matter is rijowJn"pwww-

before
.

beforeb e for e the FFedFederalFederalC-
ommunications

e d I e ria 1II-

CommunicationsCommunications CommissionCommissionl .,.

talAlasklotAlaskaAdditionally
CommissionlAdditionally

, the StateStatetaltallotol
AlaskaAlask willwiIIwill

, , be filingfilirig repliesrepliesIrepliesto
I
to '

these documents by presstimepresstinepresstiitttepresstine-
that

presstiittte-
that

(
thatthatwmthatwillwillwm urge that RCA'sRCAs' plannjedplann'edplannedplanniedplann'ed-
coml11unications'satellitelaunch

plannied-

communications
'

communicationscoml11unications'satellitelaunchcoml11unicationssatellitelaunch' satellitesatellitelaunch, launchcoml11unications'satellitelaunchfQr ,'

forfQr Dec ,. 11II not'benotbenot-benotbe'- delayeddelay d , bjutbbItbit-
will

{ It
willntsofthealsoaso] askasJC thatth t theargumcnts'oftheargumcntsofthe argumarguments'ofargumentsofarguments'of-
the

ntsof';
the other twotwo companiescom anies bebe-

seriously
peDeD-

eseriollslyseriouslyseriollsly considered in thethe detailsdetalIsdetalI-
sof

details-

ofof final licensing
,

andand'inpd ., /- 'in'- ini-nInIn-

consideration
/,
')
'
nn-

considerationconsideration of futurefuture.1allnchfuture1allnch.launcheslaunch'slaunchss .

Two companies controlled byoyoy-

the
by-

the'giantthethe'giantthegiant' giant RCA Corporation , RCARCA-

Glob
RCA-

GlobalGlobalGlob l :;' CommunicationsCC6mmuni6ations'IncC6mmuni6ationsIncmmuni ationsationsI;I
;
'
., 'lnclnc' Inc *:..

t

("GlobcornGlobcorn"GlGl"GlctbcomGlctbcom"Glctbcomand" bcom "'" ) ';'andand-and
-

nd RCA/RCARCAAlaskaRCARCAtiAlaskaRCAtiAlask-
aComm

'/(Alaska11skaskaska-

CCo'm'mCommC, <>'
m'-

m

m-
m' uti' n0)0)i cationsVccati'onscationsa ti'dtidti'dn''

n s , .1111. !
,
lncn c ,.

" '

. '
I

7 00II, .II " ,

'vv'v'-

I
' , " , "-

f'rJ
f-

rJ
"

'II' ,
,11

,

:
, , ',

," \ ,I_-",,". /
.ll. . , .'-"_

1'"

("AlascbmAlascbm"Alasc'omtAlascomt" ' *>} ' ) are waiting for FCCFCC-
decisions

FCC-
decisionsdecisions

'
onontheir, their applications toto-

serve
to-

serveserve Alaska and the Lower'Lower' 4848-

wi
48-

withwithwi th a 'newnew' new communicationscommnicatiQnscomm\commcomm \nicatiQnsinicationsinications-
satellite

nicatiQns-
sateUitesatellitesateUite , intended as tljietet* e first ofof-

many
of-

manymany . RCA 'doesdoes' not nowrowpow havehave-
any

have-
anyany satellite authority ,. j

\+

Since J,latete 1974 , bothbOt\1bOt1\ ! thehe EganEgan-
and

Egan-
andand Hammond administrationsadmin strationsstrations-
have

strations-
havehave raised questions abouta out thethe-
quality

the-
qualityquality and levellevelofof serviceseserdicece to bebe-

provided
be-

providedprovided Alaska througjithrougpthroug i RCA'sRCAsRCA's-
pan

RCA's-
plan

'
planpan] , and 'thethe'the ' Ninth LegislatureLLegislaturel-
eas

gisl tureture-
hashasleas addressed a resolutionresoluresolutiontion to thethe-
F

the-
FCCFCCF C onpnan RCA'sRCAs' applicationsappJicatip'nsappJicatipns' thatthat-
paranels

that-
parallelsparallelsparanels objections raisedraisepraisedraisepbyraisedbyby theth-
eGovernor's

th-
eGovernor'sGovernor'sGovernors' OfOfficefree ofof-
Telecommunications

of-
TelecommunicationsTelecommunications .

"

In the past monthsmonths\monthsmonthsmany!\
{

manymany-
'didifferences-differences'didi'- manydifferencesfferences on technicaltechnidaltechnidal andand-

ii

hardware ':, questions have beenbeen-
resolved

been-
resolvedresolved , butbu t policy and financialfinancial-
questions

financial-
questionsquestions still remain in dispute .

In early September , the statestate-
presented

state-
presentedpresented to RCA a series ofof-

proposals
of-

proposalsproposals which , ififacceptedaccepted ,.
would have caused the state toto-

withdraw
to-

withdrawwithdraw objections to theth RCARCA-
application

RCA-
applicationapplication , according to RobertRobert-
Walp

Robert-
Walp 'Walp , director off the Governor'sGovernorsGovernor's-
Office

Governor's-
Office

'
Office of Telecommunications .

These proposals had beenbeen-
developed

been-
developeddeveloped by Walp'sWalps' office andand-
th

and-
thetheth eststate'sstatesa te'stes' FCC lawyerlawyet , inin-

Continued

in-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6) ,-
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consultation with Rep . FredFredPredFred-

Brown
Pred-

BrownchainpanofBrown (D-FairbanksDFairbanks--- ) , chairmanchainpanchairranchairran-
ofCouncil'sSubcommitteeof the Legislative Council'sCouncilsCoun i1'si1si1-

'sSubcommittee
'

Subcommittee ononT-

elecommunications
onT-

elecommunicationsTelecommunications . "

The RCA response to the tate'statestate's-
proposaJ

tate's-
proposals

'
proposalsproposaJ was "notnot" satisfactorysatisfactoiy"
according,

, to Walp ., On Oct.. ?4 ,

the state filedfed a "petitionpetition"" jtoIto( toto-

denydeny " in the FCC case , askingskirgasking-

that

',

that only RCA GlobeGlobcomom own thethe-
sa

thethe-

satellitesatellitesa tellite , leasing channels , ifif-

necessary
if-

necessarynecessary , to RCA Alascom . ,

Walp and Brown explained toto-

the
to-

thethe Tundra Times that allowingallowing-
A1ascom

allowing-
AlascomAlascomA1ascom to own part of thethe-

satellite
the-

satellitesatellite could cause AlaskanAlaskan-
telephone

Alaskan-
telephonetelephone users tototosubsidizesubsidize thethe-

other
the-

otherother RCARCAcompanycompany , unless thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' proposalspr>posals were agreed to .

Most of the requests in thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' September$ eptember proposals hadhahad-
relatedrelated to the tracing of costscost-
sbetween

cost-
sbetweenbetween the, two RCARCA-
companies

RCA-
companiescompanies , to preventpr vent accidentalaccidental-
subsidizing

accidental-
subsidizingsubsidizing of RCA Globcom byby-

Alaskan
by-

AlaskanAlaskan consumers . ,

In the Western UnionUnion-
document

Union-
ocumentdocumentocument , the FCC waswas asked toto-

condition
toiconditic-

ini-

conditicinconditionconditionan'yanyan'yany' grant to RCARCA'onRCAon' onbn aa-

r
a-

requirementrequirement,q irement thatthafth f thetheWestart e -WestarWestar-'
,
Westar-

satellite
Westar-

satellitesatellite be a "backupbackup" "" for thethe-
RCA

the-

1RCA't'system1RCA't'system1RCAtsystemRCA "' i
,' system . Western UnjonVQionUnionUnion-

ownsownsownS '

,thethe'vestarWestar\'vestar'vestarvestar\' communicationscomunicatonscomunicatcommunication-
ssatellite

", ons
satellite(.'satellite-satellite
satelliteAT&T

. -,
'.

<,

AT&TATTAT&TATT& argued that itcan;: betterbetter-
serv

better-
serveserveservserve AlaskaAlskaAl ska than can RCA , citingtilingtiling-
previousdecisions

(:j tingting-
prpreviouspreviousdecisionspr iousiousJ1'decisio/decisionsdecisionsJ- 1'decisioJ- 1decisio/,;' 1s byVtheby'thebythe',;' FCCFCC-
tnat"app

FCC-
thatthattnat"apptnatapp"appearedared totoauthorizauthorize AT&T-AT&TATTAT&T-

to
& -,

totoIt0- .0t0-0t0.0serve;,. .
:
'
;: serve ;; ;Alaska'Alaska,' . ', ;' ,The AT&TATT'AT&T'AT&T-

'p
'AT&T-

petition'ciiticized
' &

petitionpetition'ciiticizedpetitionciiticizedtitiO1c! :"', ,:
'

criticizediticized 'thethe"the'("the ' plannedplanned-
positiong

planned-
positiongpositiongofpositiong of RCA'sRCAs' satellite .:"

' This
"' week ,;

' the ,> State.
"' off AlaskaAlaskaS-

wF

"

,'\ .
:

,
'

,' ,

{
. ,,11, 'IfIf' ' '

" '.'If1. , \\11\\
\ \ \ ,

:
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,
,
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.
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'-

further
f-

urther
'

is expected to further reply toto-

recent
to-

recentrecent filingsf ings by RCA , WesternWestern-
Union

Western-
UnionUnion , and AT&TATT& , urging thatthat-
the

that-
thethe planned laurlchlaunch date for thethe-
RCA

the-
RCARCA satellite notnpt be delayed ,
even if some off the issues are Stillstill-

yet
still-

yetyet to be decided .

"WeWe" wantwmt the fFCC,CC to considerconsider-
the

consider-
thethe arguments pfQfpfWesternWesternWestem( Union >,'

and AT&TATT& , but we don'tdont' want toto-

delay
to-

delaydelay service , particularly to ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska ," Walp explained . "TheThe"The-
FCC

"The-
FCC

"
FCC , if it wants to, can give RCARCA-
conditional

RCA-
conditionalfconditionalconditionalfconditionalf'authority' authority'authority' ' now andand-
decide

and-
decidedecide issuesssuesissues of ownership andand-
competitive

and-
competitivecompetitive service later . Thisll1is'JisisJisis' isis-

already
is-

alreadydisputebetweenalready happening in the dispute
between the state and RCA overover-
ownership

over-
ownershipownership of the smallsmall

'
earthearth-

stations
earth-

stationsstations .
n"


