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Thousands.Thousands. of boatboatownerownersownerowner'- sowner- s' ininth-

e'Pacifi

in-

the
'

.
, thethe'Paci-

fi

thePaci-

fi'
Pacific NorthwestN rhwest'andAlaskahwestandAlaskaand Alaska-

would
Alaska

would be required to install "flowflow"flow-

through
"flow-

through

"
through " devices to 'preventprevent'' thetfietfie-

jlisc

the-

dischargejliscdischargerge of<?f raw sewagesewage intointcinto-

coastal

intc-

coastalcoastalcoastal and interstate waterswaters-

where
,

where they sail,, according to newnewnew-

tegu

new-

regulationsregulationstegu ations proposedpropos'- edpropos-ed
'

last week bytiytiy-

the
by-

thethe U.SUS. .. EnvironmentalEnvironmentalP-
rote

EnvironmentalP-
rotectionProtectionProte ton Agency .. ,

The regulationsegulations ,, iff adopted ,,
would allowatlo'watlow

'
'nono' discharge at al-

l'from
allal-

lfromfrom'from,' vessels operatingoper ting iriinidin-

landlocked
id-

landlockedlandlocked freshwater lakes ,

'reservoirsreservoirs' , other freshwaterfreshwater-
impoundmentsimpoundmentsimpoundrrents , and rivers notnot-

capable
,

" ."\.' capable of being usedu ed '' forfo-

rinterstate
fo-

rinterstateinterstate ,.. travel by vesselsyesselsyessels-

equipped

yessels-

equippedequipped with marine toilets.

The "nono" discharge "' ; provisionsprovisions-

ofof thetJ1ethe regulations would apply toto-

all
,

all new vessels on January 30 ,

1977 and tot6 existingexistingvessexistingvesselsvesselsvess ls threethree-

years
reeree-

yearsyears laterlatet . An existingexis1ingekisting vessel , forfor-

purpose

for-

purposepurpose of complying with theththe-

regulationsregulations , is one on whichwhic-
hconstruction

whic-
hconstructionconstruction beganbeganbefore-beforebefore-,. before-

January

before-

January
'

January 3030,1976301976, 1976 .

ForF r vessels Operating in coastalcoastal-

oror interstate waters , certifiedcertified-
flow

certified-

flowflow through treatment devicesdevices-

would

devices-

wouldwould be requiredrequited for dischargeddischarged-

wa

discharged-

wasteswasteswa tes to meet rigorous EPAEPA-

treatment
EPA-

treatmenttreatment standards .

As of January 3131,, 1980 , treatedtreated-
discharges

treated-
dischargesdischarges must meet a standardstandard-

of
standard-

of
,

of a maximum of 200 fecalfecal-

Ems.Ems
_ , colifdrmcoliform bacteria per 100100-

miIliters

100-

millitersmillitersmiIliters and 150 milligrams ofof-

suspended

of-

suspendedsuspended solids per liter .

However , if a boat owner elects-

to
elects

, . to installinstalIainstallaa flowfloww. through device byby-

January'JanuaryJanuary'.
30 , 1978 he will bebe-

exempt

be-

exemptexempt from meeting the 19801980-

s

1980-

standardstandards tan d a r d . Instead , dischargesdischarges-

from

discharges-

fromfrorhfrom his certified flow throughthrough-

treatment
through-

treatmenttreatment device must meet a lessless-

restrictive

less-

restrictiverestrictive standard of 1,0001000, fecal

'

cpllformcoliform bacteriab ct ria per 100100-

milliters

100-

millitersmillitersmilliters and no visible floating-
solids

floating '

solids . .

A similar exemption alsoalso-

applies
also-

appliesappliesapplies '

to vessels presentypresent-
yequipped

present-
yequippedequipped With certifiedcertified-
treatment

certifie-
dtreatmenttreatment device . Both-
exemptions

BothBoth-
cemptionsexemptionscemptions}{ applypply for as

'

long asa-
sthe

as-

thethethe installed treatmenttre'atmen-

t

treatmen-

t

tre'atmentequipmen-

t

treatmente-
quipmentequipment remainsremains .operableoperable., .

Generally , interstate and-

coastal
andand-

coastalcoastal Waters include estuaries ,, '

freshwaterfr'eshwater' lakes accessibleaccessible-

through

accessible-

throughthrough locks,,, and other waterswater-

snayigable
water-

snayi.gablenavigablenayigablenayi- .gablenayi- gable,
.

interstatein'terstate'

byby-

loil
by-

toiletequippedtoilet-equippedtoiletequippedloil t-equippedtequipped- vessels'vessels' ..

EPA'sEPAs' proposed regulationsregulations-

werewere issuedissue pursuant tdto thethe-

Federal

th

Federal Water PollutionPolIution ControlControl-

Act

Control-

ActAct Amendments of .19721972. , andand-

according

and-

accordingaccording--according-- to the statutestatustatute--arestatutearete--areteare-- are toto-

be

to-

bebe enforced by the U.SUS. . 'CoastCoast'Coast-

Guard

'Coast-

Guard

'

Guard .

TheTheproposedproposed regulationsregulations-

would
regulations-

wouldwould apply
, to more than .,

600,000600000,, U.SUS. . and foreign vesselsvessels-

operating

vessels-

operatingoperating on American waterswat rs .

EPA estimates that thethe-

regulations

ther-

egulationsregulations would cover about
550,000550000, recreational boats ,

54,00054000, smallsmaIl commercial vessels ,

6,0006000, tow and tugboatstug boats , 1,48014801,480-

U.S

1,480-

U.S
,,

U.SUS. . Army Corps of EngineersEngineers-

vessels

Engineers-

vesselsvessels , 771010 Navy ships and aboutabout

700 ocean-goingoceangoing- commercialcommercial-
ships

commercial-
ships

.

ships .

The proposed regulations werewere-

published

were-

publishedpublished last Friday (OctoberOctober-
to10)10to ),, injn diethe Federal RegisterRegister-

Persons

Register-

PersonsPersons wishing to comment onon-

the

on-

thethe proposals maym 1y< submitsubm t writtenwritten-
comments

written-
commentscomments by November 24 toto-

EP
to-

EPA'sEPA'sEPAsEP A'sAs' Office of Water andand-

Hazardous

and-

HazardousHazardous Material (WH-551)WH551)551- ) ,

Environmental ProtectionProtectionA-
gency

Protecti nn-

AgencyAgency , 401 M Street S.WSW. .

Washington , D.CDC. . 20460 .


