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KACHEMAK'BAYKACHEMAKKACHEMAK'BAYKACHEMAKBAY' BAY ,. ALASKAALASKA-

There

ALASKA-

ThereThere has been considerable concern during the past few yearsyears-

over
yearyear-

over
s

over conflicts between vessel traffic and fishing gear in KachemakKachemak-
Bay

KachemKachem-

BayBay . Kachemak Bay contains one of the most concentratedconcentratedstationstationstation-station-
ary

station-
ary

¬-

ary fishing gear areasareasreas in the state . It is also a convenient "holehole" up "'
location for vessels during badbadweatherweather , a pick up point for pilotspilots-
for

pilotpilot-
for

s
for large vessels navigating the Upper Inlet and the location forfor-
large

fofo-

large
r
sr

large vessel traffic servicing the locallocalareaarea . The reported fishingfishing-
gear

fishinfishin-
gear

g
gear loss from this traffictraff c entangling andandseveringsevering buoy lines isjs veryvery-
high

verver-

high
y

high .

In anann attempt to findfindaa solution to this problem , representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives of the United States Coast Guard , the Army Corps of EngiEngi-Engi-

neers
Engi-

neers
¬-_

neers , the Alaska Department of FishFishandand Game , the Alaska DiDi-DiDi-

vision
Di-

vision
¬-

visionvision of Lands and the Alaska Attorney General'sGenerals'' Office met inin-

Anchornge
ii-

Anchorage
n

AnchorageAnchornge severalseveralmonthsmonths agoa o ., From the discussions at this meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing , it was apparent that the best solution was for the users of thethe-
area

the-
area

e
area , if possible , to agreegree on transportation corridors for the majormajomajor-
vessel

majo-
vessel

r
vessel traffic within Kachemak Bay . RecreationReCl'eReCle.' tion use was not bebe-bebe-

lieved
be-

lieved
¬-

lieved to be a problem . Volunteer programs have been highly sucsuc-suc-

cessful
suc-

cessful
¬-

cessful in other areas andandwerewere feltfeIt to be preferable in this situasitua-situa-
tion

situa-
tion

¬-

tion .toto.
,to the cumbersome regulation procedure that would be necesrnecesneces-

sary
.'

sary for the Coast Guard and the Corps to impose corridors .

Thus a meeting between representativesrepresentatiys ofofseveralseveral of thethe-
major

thth-

major
e

major user groups was held in Homer on Oct . 9 , 1975 to draftdraft-
a

et
t

a proposal for.for,
. submission to the public . User groups representedrepresented-

at
representerepresente-

at
d
drat the meeting includedincludedmarinemarine pilots , towboat operators ,. timbertimbetimber-

developers
timbe-

developers
r

developers , helicopter services , tanker traffic and fishermen . ItIt-

waS
IIt-

waswas apparent at the meeting thatthatall'allall-all'- users could not be completelycompletely-
accommodated

completely-
accommodatedaccommodatedaccommodatedwithoutwithout some adjustment of present operatingoperating-
practices

operating-
practicespractices of each group . The attachedattachedmapmap represents the proposedproposed-
solution

proposed-
solutionsolution that was generally agreed by the group totobe,be acceptable .

The proposalproposalcallscalls for a one-mileonemile- corridor in the southernsouthern-
portion

southern-
portionportion of the Bay south of the primary crab fishing areas . In the

,

vicinity of Seldovia Point this corridor would begin to narrow .
By Point Barbara the corridor would narrow toto2J/4J4/22'// mile where itit-

crossescrossesrosses a shrimpshr p1p and kingcrakingcrab,king crabcracrab Ashingfishing area atatthe,, the{he ,mouth jbfpfof TutkaTutka-
BayBayTutkaBayBay . AnotherAnotheroilemileAnotheronemileAnother one-mileonemileoile-mileoileoilemilewid- widewid corridorc rridor in the northern portion ofof-
the

of-
thethe Bay is '' notnot''

as critical to '' commercial fishing since a large partpart-
of

part-
ofof theth area is in a crabcrabsanctuarysanctuarysnctU ry . .

In 'orderrder totq coordinatecoordinatethe-thethe'the-,' establishment ofofaa volunteer ' corcor-cor-
ridor

¬-

ridortidorhearingin, the Alaska Division of.. Lands plans to hold aa public' hearing
hiin Homer the latter partp rt of November, tentatively set forfOf Nov . 2525-

at
25-

atat 7 . p.mpm. . in the HomerH.omerHomer. High School Library . The hearinghearing-willhearingwillhearingwill-
address

hearingwill-
address

-
willcorridorsaddress only the question of :.thethe. volunteer establishment of corricorri-¬-

dorsionaiyfIShingstationaryfishingto minimizelDinimizeminimize, conflicts between vessel traffic and stationarysta ionaiy
fishing gear . We urge that all users attend the November hearinghearing-
and

hearing-
andand expressexpr ss'theirsstheir' their thoughts , realizing , ofofcoursecourse ,;," that .somesome., some comcom-com-
promise

com-
promise

¬-

promise , such as the proposal ', shownsho on the attachedattachedchartchart , will,
will-

be
will-

bebe necessary . The drafting committeecorrmittecorrmitte has done its work . It is nownow-
up

now-
upup to the public to assure that a. workable plan is developeddev loped . '

,public'findspublicfinds'
A volunteer corridorcorridof'plancorridofplan' plan willwillonlyonly work if the user public

'findsfindsfinds it acceptableac epiable and agreesagrees to comply with it . We feelf 1 confidentconfaden'tconfadentconfaden'-
tthat

confident-
that

'

that if a plan
'-

can
c- an'
calcan} be developeddevelopedwhichwhich has good public support ,. thethe-

vessel
the-

vesselvessel traffic problem in Kachemak , Bay can be resolvedresolvedwithinwithin aa-

short
a-

shortshort timejTheIThe,. jiI
'

,
The exact timetimeand,, and place of thethe November meeting will be

'

advertised well\ell in advance ,of the meeting . ,
Michael C.TCT.. . SmithSmith-
DirectorDirectorirector -
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