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d :; al'save'dlsaved
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'saved
"

: '' , + . bby, pipipelineieline.

'
line. workers
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ANCHORAGErANCHORAGErFlapperANCHORAGENc'HNcH
' ' RAGE FlapperflapFlappere/ee't/Jjgo'tJjgot';;"gogo"

.

;
'tt'tt-

'his

:

,.

jhis'hishis,'hk"<'ChristmasChristmas *' 'presentpresent''

present ;: ,::' aadHtleaat' /, t
, little ,.

'

'earlyearly'early ; 'and/it'andandit' arid /, itivasthebesttwastwasJtwastheb:',*
, was

J, thetheb
'

!: bestst''

therethethere-
is

'ee' '
isis'ILisIL.:

'
>' It was

!

sbihis life .:>' ) *?', ' V'. 11}*' n"

jl}
Hopelessly lost'1lost1lostlost"'" and

,
fadingfacmgfacmg-

cert
fading-

certain'deathcertaincertcertain'deathcertaindeathindeath,
:' death fromfiom predatorsprpredatorsd tors

'
; ororor-

freezing.on
or-

freezingorifreezihg.onfreezihgonfreezing.onfreezingonfreezingori, '
., the ' icy wasteswwastesofste $ , of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth SJopeSlope , heheviswas\visviswas\ spottedspott and ',

resellrescllc'd.byrescllcd.byrescllcdbyrescdedby'oilrescdedbyoilrescdedby'oilworkerse'ded',,,
., by 'oiloil' workers when hishis-

time
his-

timetime was fast running 'outout' ..

This was no Ordinaryrdinary charactercharcharacter-
but

ctercter-

butbut one of a very special breedbreed-
of

breed-
ofof Arctic wandererswanderers-awanderersa-a seal.. ButBut-

not
But-

notnot justjustanyany old seal ; ititisit'is'oneitisoneit'is'one-
which

-isis-' 'oneone'oneone' 'which has raise'draised' the eyebrows
.

ofof-

marine
of-

marinemarine biologistsbiologist .

It is a-aaNortha -' NorthN ttn Atlantic hoodedhooded-
seal

hooded-
sealseal , whichwhichmustmust have swamswam-
across

swam-
acrossacross the top of the world toto-

end
to-

enderdend) up maroonea1maroonedaroone at PrudhoePrud lOe1lOe1at, atat-

least
at-

leastleast 300300milesmiles from the nearestnearest-
open

nearestnearest-

openopen water .

HisHissalvation'salvationsalvation-salvation'- came because ' ofof-
the

of-
thethe/thethequick/,, quickqU k eyes of JohnJ hn ("J.CJ.CJC"" . ."")
Holtan , supervisorsuperv so of BPBP-

Alaska's
BP-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Construction CampCampNumberNumber OneOneHoltanOne.HottanOneHottanOne"Holtan. -HoltanHoltan-." was driving

' . " ,"': " !; ''" 1; ' -;' <I \/' ; '
. ..,' i" : '"

. backbac ) ,,,yttrtfrom-yttrtfromyttrtfrom'the
,

\t/from-tfromj\JrromjJrromtfrom'trie1/
-'-", ''thethe' 'trie1trie1' , I '

._ ,\; DeadhorseDeadhorse-

't

Deadhorse-
Airport'tt'AirportAirport't'Airport' ',AjrportjAirport ;

' .withwith. ,.
TornTornYeagerjTTomht'. ' . -YeagerjYeagerj.NeagerNeagerYeager. -, ;

,

, anotheran othotherer
" *

'BPBP.,' BP'JBPJBP 'IfIfi"carnp'ricarnpr'' '; "
campeam p1,.', '' ? supervisorsusupervisorpeper.visor.visorviso. r,;

.. when !:; hehe'riotiheriotihe'riotiedhe"noticedhenoticed'noticednoticed'" ed , a 'ShapeShape'Shapeaboutthape'aboutthapeabout' hap ':-aboutabout-' bout.,

,3030,
'

or 4040feet,'
feet offyhe9fftheoff

"

,
+
the road , aboutabouta'qu-

a
about-

aquarteraquartera- 'quaa- quaaquarter: r
,

milemile '-

sou
s-

ou'south'ofsouthofou th'tof/Alyeska'sth'tofthtofAlyeska'sAlyeskasth'ofAlyeskath'of/th'ofthof''' /,
+ AlyeskaAlyeska'sAlyeskasAlyeska's-

pump
'ss's-

pump
'

pump stationstatistatibnNUntbern.NnN,. Number
'
mber One .

He
'-

stopped
s-topped'-

stopped
s-topped'-

stopped
s-topped' the truck

' toto-

jnv.estig3t
to-

Investigateinvestigatejnv.estig3tjnvestig3t.
, , and found the sealseal-

covered
seal-

coveredcovered inin snow . It was lying onon-

its
on-

itsits bellybellykeeping-keepingkeeping'keeping-' its flippers
.

offoff-
the-. the ice .

"TheThe"TIleTIle" '
first thing'thing' JI saw$ aw >.' were itsits-

eyes
its-

eyeseyes ; they were big brpwnbrpwn.onesbrpwnones., .onesonesQnes ,
the ,, size ofof, coffee cups ,,"'"* saidsaid-
Holtarr

'

HoltariHoltarrHqlta .
,

"AsAs"AsAs"" we got nearnear , itit-

mQved
it-

movedmovedmQved '. 'itselfitself.its'elf.itself'iiselfiiself'
and let out kindldnd ofof-

a
of-

roaraaroan-roanroan'roarroar-roar-' ., It was very muchmuchalivealivealive-
but

alive-
butbut I dortftdon'tdontdori ' t knowtow ,

how longlQng itit-

would
it-

wouldwould havenave remrerhained.sorerhainedsoremainedsoined"soinedso.", ."
Holtan1-loltan1loltan- called

.-

Slim
S-

lim.,
Slim Gilchrist ,

BP'sBPs' 'deputydeputy' field , coordinator ,

who ' subsequently organized aa-

rescue
a-

rescuerescue party 'comprisingcomprising'compriscompris' ng generalgencral
helpersgencralhelpersgeneralhelpersLeslier.ere. Iie IttaIItta'ofIttaoftta 'ofof'' Barrow , andand-
Don

and-
DonDon SavilleSaville , Chris Boskofski ,

'-

Dickey
D-

ickey
'-

Dickey
D-

ickey
'

Martin Dickey and thethe--

generalg f\eralferal\ helpers'1helpers1Helpers ''; lead manmao ,
Wendal Wilson .

'

DennisD nrtis Ames ," ,
who was .bornbornborn-

and
.
.born-

andand raisedr1ised , onann a ranch in
*'

Oklahoma and.and. is nownowanow'anowa,

;' a trucktTucktTuck-

for
truck-

foremanForemanfor man for Kodiak.OilKodiakOilKodiak ., piOil! FieldField-

Haulers
Field-

HaulersHaulers , was also witli.thewitlithewiththewit the.,
, party ..

By this time-timetimeTorn-. TornTom GrahamGral1I11Gral 1I11 ,

seniorsehior materials expediterexpeditor', 'hadhad'had-

dug

'

hadhad-
dugdug up a suitable craterate from thethe-
warehouse

the-
warehousewarehouse into which :;* they hadhad-

decicfed
had-

decideddecideddecicfed to load thetheanimal-animalanimal-, .,

which "' '. became known asas-

Flapper
as-

FlapperFlapper , ,the unflappableunfl ppable .

ThenTIlen the fun ,_ startedsta'rted' . FlapperFlapper-
did

Flapper-
diddid not likelik alla11 the noise andand-

showed
and-

showedshowed his displeasure hyhy-

snapping
byby-

snappingsnapping . The rescue teamteam-
treated

team-
treatedtreated him with great respect..

Ames , usingsing his 'oldold' ranch-handranchhandranchhand-
expertie

ranchhand-
expertise

-

expertiseexpertieexpertise.$ , stood five feet behindbehind-
and

behind-
andand neatlyne tly lassoed FlapperFlapper-
round

Flapper-
roundround .thethe.

, rieck'andrieckandpeck'andpeckandpeclc'andpeclcand' then slippedslslipped-
the

ppedpped-
thethe rope overoyero'eroer' his tailtail...

Then they eased him intointo-

the
into-

thethe crate and took him to BP'sBPsUP'sUPsUP's-
old

BP's-
old

'
old warehouse nearnear'' thetlte MuklukMukluk-

Camp
Mukluk-

CampCamp .

While they were deciding vyhatwhatwhat-
to

what-
toto do next , Holtan got somesome-
fresh

some-
freshfresh salmon from the campcamp-
kitchen

camp-
kitchenkitchen to tempt Flapper totQ eat-eateat-

but
eat ;;-.

but he wasw s not interested inin-

food
in-

foodfood .

Slim Gilchrist called CharlieCharlie-
Wark

Charlie-
WalkWarkWalk , BP'sBPs' Prudhoe Bay fieldfield-

coordinator
field-

coordinatorcoordinator in Anchorage , toto-

check
to-

checkcheck on the next step . AndAnd-
Charlie

And-
CharlieCharlie got in touchtouchwithwith thethe-

State
the-

StateState Fish and GameGame-
Department

Game-
DepartmentDepartment in Fairbanks .

Flapper was shipped down toto-

John
to-

JohnJohn Burns , a marine mammalsmammals-
biologist

mammals-
biologistbiologist , on a Hercules aircraft

'-

at
a-t'at- Pl1.1dhoe

'-

at
a-t'a-

tPrudhoe

''which had just offloadedomoaded ,. at
PrudhoePl1.1dhoePl11dhoe. ':.

,And.ArldArld.And. then the surpriseurprise . .. .

FlapperHapper waswas no ordinary
beardedbear.dbeardordinarybear.dordinarybearded. d ; ringedringedoror spooledspdotedsp oted sealseal'wJlOs-

e

seal'whos-

e'-

whose
w-

hose'-

wJlOse
w-

JlOse
'-

whose
w-

hose'

.naturalnatural. , habitat was thethe-
Beaufott

the-
BeaufortBeaufortBeaufottBeaufottandand '

Bering Seas , but aa-

lost
a-

lostlost North Atlantic hooded seal..

Burns said : "TheThe" onlyonly-
explanation

only-
explanationexplanation

,
for his presence alatat-

Prudhoe
at-

PrudhoePrlidhoePrudhoe would seemscen1 to be thatthat-
he

that-
hehe had wandered .fromfrom., hishis-

normal
his-

normalnormalnormalrangerange in the northernnorthern-
North

northern-
NorthNorth AtlanticAtlal1tic and reachedcachedreached-
Prudhoe

(cached-
PrudhoePrudhoeqleNorthwesttheNorthwesteithereither through theqle
Northwest Passage or along thetile

.';,: oast oforSiberiaof'SiberiaofSiberiaSiberia .

He maym y then have gone up aa-

river
a-

riverriver and got trapped when thethe-
ice

the-
iceice came in behind him ,. lie.lIe. waswas-
doomed

was-
doomeddoomed and would not havehave-
lasted

have-
lastedlasted longfong there on the frozenfrozen-
tundra

frozen-
tundratundra ,;' .beingbeing. subjected toto-
freezing

to-

freezingfreezing and all kinds' ofof-

pr
of-

predatorspredatorspr dators .

He was just a wandering lostlost-
soul

lost-
soulsoul.. "" Burns added that sealsseals-
herd

seals-
herdherd up mostly during thethe-
breeding

the-
breedingbreeding season and the rest ofof-

the
of-

thethe time "areare" sort of solitary ."
AccordingAccordin to him , FlapperFlapper-

appears
Flapper-

appearsappears to be a youngYOlngYOlngsubadultyoungsubadult! sub-adultsubadultsubadult-
male

subadult-
male

-

male , say between two and thr.eethreetherther-
years

three-
years

(.
years old , roughly six feet longlong-
and

long-
andand between 250 and 300300-
pounds

300-
poundspounds in weight..

"WeWe" don'tdont' know exactlyexactly-
because

exactly-
becausebecause we haven'thavent' been able toto-

get
to-

getget near enoughen ugh to find out , butbut-
we

but-
wewe are going to tranquilize himhim-

and

him-

andand take his weight andand-
measurements

and-
measurementsmeasurements as well as bloodblood-
samples

blood-
samplessamples . For the moment he isis-

feeding
is-

feedingfeeding voraciouslyvora iously ; in fact he'sheslie'slies'

eating everybody out of househOllsehOllse-
.and

house-
andand.and-and.- home

, ."
Burns said that from thethe-

standpoint
the-

standpointstandpoint of the work beingbeing-

done
being-

donedone at the university "toto" havehave-
such

have-
suchsuchsuchanan unusualunusualrepresentativerepresentativerepresentative-
from

representative-
fromfrom a differentd ffetent species andand-
from

and-
fromfrom a ' vastly differentdiffere-
ntgeographical

differe-
ntgeographicalgeographicalgeographicalareaarea isis-

exce
is-

exceptionallyexceptionallyexce tionalJy goodgODd fortune .,

"TheThe" people I am associatedJSSOClaassociated-
with

; tedted-

withwith here hadhadnevethadnevernevernevet seen a livelive-

hooded
live-

hoodedhooded seal - nor had Iiandand forfor-

a
for-

aa biologist seeing one for thethe-
first

the-
firstfustfirst, time isi like a botanist withwith-
his

with-
hishis first iris comparingcom paring it to aa-

rose
a-

roserose ; it is a very fortunatefortunate-
experience

fortunate-
experienceexperience . "

The university has a mammalsmammals-
colony

mammals-
colonycolony of 14 sealsscab (fur , ringednnged ,

spotted and HarborUarbor ) and FlapperFlapper-
will

Flapper-
willwill join that community untiluntil-
his

until-
hishis future is decided ."

He is now biding hishi's' time init) aa-

tank
a-

tanktank att the university'suniversitys' InstituteInstlInstitute-
of

tu tete-

ofof Arctic Biology .,


