Mike Gravel,

SING RIVERS

Gravel Entering Race
With Endorsement
Of Arctic Slope Group

Alaska’s nggmsslve young Speaker of the

Hidat,

will be a for the

State House of R

that office to be decided at
the August 23rd primary elec-
tion.
_Gravel made his candidacy
for Congress official -last
. Wednesday when he filed his
declaration of candidacy with
Secretary - of State Hugh
Wade’s office in Juneau.
Popular in the rural areas
of the State Gravel h»}s al-

* office of United States Congressman from Alaska.
The personable Speaker of the House will be opposing in-
cumbent Rep. Ralph Rivers for the Democratic nomination to

i¢ one in 435, while in the
Senate. we have two among
100. - Alaska is strong in the
Senate. But it is the feeling
of many .with whom [ have
talked that Alaska can do
better in the House,” he
said.
“In order to develop

strength in the House, our
Congressman should have LhL

ready received the
- ment. of the Arctic Slope Na-
~ tive Association. That group
.-rejected River's candidacy in
. favor of Gravel.
; ; mIn al stateu;ent fbllowllnlg his
R (A 3 R ing Gravel said he Tfelt his
WIKE GRAVEL iy will give Alasi
a choice, an opportunity to
say whether they believe that
our loan seat in the U.S.
House is capable of produc-
ing more than it has been in
the last eight years.

In a statement following his
filing Gravel said he felt his
candidacy will give Alaskans
a choice, an opportunity to
say whether they believe that
our lone seat in the U.S,
House is capable of producing
more than it has been in the
last eight years.

“In Congress - legislation
must pass both the Senate
and the House. Alaska’s lone
geat, in my mind, is a very
important position,”” ‘Gravel
stated, *‘Our representative

y stature to
(Continued on Page 8)



Gravel Gpp@tses b

lespm bued ‘upoh: - kuow-
ledge, hard work, and an ag-
gressive spiri¢ with an. ima-

' ginative: oy

“Our (kmg'tepsmnn must
Foﬂn.v the  youthful vigor of

adership needed in. a new

and rapidly growing State.
. “‘Alaska is not static. It is
young and vital with the pro-
. mise of youth. Its leadership
should reflect this, interpret
it, and ‘apply it to the prob-

- lems of the: day and the cer~

tainty of a ‘better tomorrow,”’
Gravel continued.
“The tremendous - develop-
‘ments *that fomorrow  will
_ hring to Alaaka will demand

abold and imaginative leader-- prop

+ ship in'the [1,S. House capa-
ble of legislative management
toward the goal of distributing R,
the ‘economic henefits of de-

velopment, thfoughout - our
- great
b | he[ieve 1 can pmvlde an
i ve an

ing approach to our needs and
can conceive’ fresh  alt

"(Contirued from Page 1).

representation in the U.S.
House and who share convic-

“tion of Alaska’s future, are
" those 'who are needed to iznus- :

late a'winding spirit into. a
victorious campaign. ;

“In the course of the cam-
paign. 1. will be asked many
t.imes.why T am mnning . . .
my simple candid: answer ig
~+» Ifeel I can do a better
job,"”” _vael finished.

Gravel is 'an  Anchorage
Democrat_and has served in
the State House ‘of Represen-
tatives for:four years. Two
years - ago- he was top vote
get'e; Inmong '};1 suocesaml .

-the g

In Jauuary 1965 -the ‘mem-

‘bem of the State: House af

VGB
Gravel's. abilities and elecb-

~ed him Speaker of the House—

the leader of the lower cham-

" ber of the legislature,

Presiding  over that cham-
ber Gravel has eamed a state-

tives to ‘the problems facing
Alaska in - the years ahead,””
Gravel stated.

“My experiences: have am-
ply proved that 1 have the
ability, courage, and - the
willingness' to fight hard for
those I represent.

“My campaign: will be suc-
cessful with the help of those
who similarly believe -Alaska
needs “this type of leadership
in the U.S. House.

“Those people who share
this' concern about Alaska's

wide reput -as a talented
and ‘energetic young leader
who is “‘on the move.”’ .

As Speaker he carried the
fight for the establishment of
regional High: Schools’ in
Bethel and Nome during the
last session.

“Our. aim is to insure that
every vxllage youth' has the
opportunity “ to attend high
school if he wishes,” Gravel
said, “It is our obligation to
see that the youth has this
opportuity,”” he added.

In the winter of -1965-66
Gravel took the legislative
council on . an_ unprecedented
and lengthy schedule of hear-
ings throughout  the - sinall
cities and villages of Alaska.

The Speaker took the gover-
nment to. the people in the
form of the legislative coun-
cil, and gave -legislators
from. other regions of - the
State the opportunity to be-
come familiar with the ‘prob-
lems of other areas first hand.

The . good-looking Spealker
with the warm and friendly
smile lives in Anchorage with
his wife and two ‘children,
where he has been in the
real estate business for the
past 10 years. -



