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TieTheTire Copper RiverRiwr IndianaIndisnBIndisnB-
havQ

Indiana-
havehavehavQ won theirtheir"fshingtheir-"fishingtheir"fishingfishing-"fshing"fshingfshing-' "' shing war "
with FishFishandand Game authoriauthori-authori-

bes
authori-

ties
¬-

tiesbes .
But it was the fishfi8h them-themthem-

selvesred
them-

aelvesred
the-

mselvesred
---

selves-redselvesredaelves-redaelves-- salmon on anan-
early

an-
earlyearly run in the Copper RivRivcr-RivcrRiver-RiverRivcr-

that
River-

that
_ _ -

that settled the dispute .

State officials this week .

were able to back down gracegrace-grace-
fully

grace-
fully

-¬-

fully fromtrom a showdownshowdovo1l withwith-

Irate
with-

irateirate Indian fishermen overover-
what

over-
whatwhat the Indians called theirtheir-
aboriginal

their-
aboriginalaboriginal right to use fish-fishfish-
wheels

fish-
wbeels

fish-
wheels

--

wheelswbeels and nets on the riverriver-
Inin the early salmon run .

Game authorities earlierearlier-
said

earlier-
saidsaid they would enforceenfurceenfurceIa/II/ newnew-
regulation

new-
regulationregulation that prohibitedprohibited-
wheels

prohibited-
wheelswheels andsnd netsneta before June
15 , as a "conservationconservation" mefrmertmea":
sureSUI'8SUI8'."

IndianIndisn leaders in CopperCopper-
Can

Copper-

CenterCenterCan tor protested the rule toto-
Gov

to-
GovGov. William Egan , but EganEgan-
declin

Egan-
declineddeclineddeclin d to rescind the rule .

"HeHe" turnedtamed us down flatflat,,"
(Conllnu.dConllnudContlnuodContinuedContlnuodonContinuedon. on PogPagoPape. 4)4)



Rescinds *.>, e. .
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1Morkel

1-
1Markel

1-
)Markel

)

MorkelMarkel Ewan , vice presidentpresident-
ot

president-
ofofot the 'CopperCopper' RiverRiverIndian' -IndianIndian.Indianlndian-.

.
Councilbuncil(,( 'ouncil said, ,.

Ewan saidsold thethe 500 CopperCoWerCoWer-
River

Copper-

RiverRiver IndiansIndiana would havehave-
startedfitartflrt't'utl'llitutlllistarted"' ' ' fitiAhingfishingtiAhinganywayfishinganywayfining anyway JuneJune-
I1I , "asas" we haveha'i'6hai6' done for cencen-cencen-
turies

cen-
turies

¬-
turies . "

If necessary , hahe said , eacheach-
fishennan

each-
fishermanfishermanfishennan would catch a fish ,
turn it over to Fish & Gam'eGameGanGame-
officers

'ee-
officersofficers , and demanddem8l\ddem8ld\ to bebe-
lII1ested

be-
arrestedarrestedlII1ested .

. A similareimilar maneuverm1lteuver! waswas-
staged

was-
stagedstaged a few years ago byby-
protesting

by-
protestingprotesting Eskimo hunters atat-
point

at-
PointPoint Barrow ,. In that casecaBe ,

state officials had passed aa-
ruling

a-
rulingruling against the taking ofof-
eider

of-
eidereider ducks by Barrow peoplepeople-
for

people-
forfor subsistence .

Game officers at BarrowBarrow-
were

Barrow-
werewere confronted by "lineslines" lines ofof-
hunters

of-
huntershunters, eacheachwithwith a duck andand-
aa request to be jailedjsiled , as propro-propro-
vided

pro-
vided

-¬
vided in the ruling .

As the June 1 deadlinedeadline-
neared

deadline-
nearednearednearedonon the Copper River ,

authorities changedchangod theirtheir-
minds

their-
mindsminds and said they would alal-alal-
low

al-
low

¬-
low subsistence fishing toto-
begin

to-
beginbegin June 1 , because of,
they said , an unusually heavyheavy-
early

heavy-
earlyearly run ofofsalmonsalmon in thethe-
Copper

the-
CopperCopper River .

Game biologists said that itit-
appears

it-
appearsappears the 1966 salmonsalmon-
catch

salmon-
catchcatchcatchwillwillwillexceedexceed the
807,000807000, fish taken lastlas t year .

Ralph Pirtle , area managemanage-manamanage-
ment

-¬

ment biologist with the FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Game Department , saidsaid-
the

said-
thethe 400-odd400odd4OO-OOd4OOOOd--- fishing boats inin-
the

in-
thethe early run on the riverriver-
have

river-
havehave been taking up to 300300-
tish

300-
fishfishtish per three and a halfhal f dayday-
fishing

day-
fishingfishing period .

This year'syears' boat-fishingboatfishingboatfishing-
Beason

boatfishing-
season

-
seasonBeason on the Copper RiverRiver-
opened

River-
openedopened May 16 , andandalreadyalready
376,000376000, reds have been takentaken-
in

taken-
inin the first two weeks-aweeksa- gaingain-
ot

gain-
ofofot 100,000100000, over the yearlyyearly-
amounts

yearly-
amountsamounts for fiveIiveIi ve years .

Mainly 5 to 6 year old fishfish-
were

fish-
werewere beinghein g taken in theth.etherun. run ,

Pirtle said , with an averageaverage-
weight

average-
weightweight ofof6.2of626.262. pound'spounds

' each .

But because of the strongstrong-
early

strong-
earlyearly runnm ., Game authoritiesauthonttesauthonttes-
decided

authorities-
decideddecided to let the CopperCoppe-
rRver

Copper-
RiverRiverR/verRver/ Indians start fishingfishing-
June

fishing-
JuneJune 11..

Before the back-trackbacktrack- byby-
the

by-
thethe state , officersofliceraofli cera of the CopCop-Cop-
per

Cop-
per

-¬-
per River Indian Council hadhad-
put

had-
putput out a plea for help from&omom&om-

Nlll
from-

Native
&

NativeNlllve associations aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe state , to aid them in theirtheir-
protest

their-
protestprotest..
protestThe

The oil-richoilrich-- Tyonek IndiansIndians-
pledged

Indians-
pledgedpledged what financialfinancialandandand-
moral

and-
moralmoralmoralsupportsupport thevthey could , andand-
Stanley

and-
StanleyStanley McClutcheon ,. AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

-¬-

age attorney representing thethe-
Tyoneks

the-
TyoneksTyoneks ,. was ready to movemove-
inW

move-
intdintoinWintd court with the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver Indians .


