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EDITORIALEDITOR-

IALThe

EDITOR-
IALTheThe Rising-

Political

, RisingRising-
PoliticalPolitical AwarenessAwarenessT-
heThe politicalpoliticalQwarenesspoliticalawarenessawarenessQwareness of the Native people ofof-

Ala

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAla kd Is becominglIecoming evident this year and the effect itit-
has

it-
hashas can be seen clearly in the politicalpoliticalcirclescircles ofofallrofourourallrallr-

state

our-

statestate . We of this newspaper have tried hard to bringbring-

this

bring-

thisthis about ever since we first came off the pressJlfeas onon-

October

on-

OctoberOctober 1 , 1962 . We felt the urgency to do this andweand wewe-

did

we-

diddiddidnnetn t always pussyfoot in the languagelal1gu0ge ofofourour editoreditor-editor-

Ials

editor-

ials

¬-

didn10lwaysials n10lways. Weea diddidnotnot sweet talktalkourour people in trying to wakewake-

them

wake-

themthem up to the political potential they possessedpossused ififonlyonlyonly-

they

only-

theythey would try to make wise useun., of it . The potentialpotential-

waswas too great to ignore andandwewe knew thatthlt( ififwewe couldcould-

help

could-

helphelp to bring the awarenessawarenus of it to our people that itit-
would

it-
wouldwould helphe1p them tremendously in their efforts to achieveachieve-
aa better life in our state .

We do notlIot want to take all the credit but we wantwont to,.
credit the newneWriew'' leadership that has arisen in many ofofourourour-
Native

our-
NativeNative areasare s . One of these areas that must be givengiengien-
mention

given-

mention

,!
mention is the Arctic Slope Native Association withwith-

headquarters

with-

headquartersheadquarters at BarrowBorrow . The energetic leadership ofof-
this

, ff-

thisthis group hashO$ more than given theth. needed impetus inIn-

the

In-

thethe politicalpoliticalawarenessawareness ofofourour people . Its boldboldstatestatestate-state-
ments

state-
ments

¬-

ments andandcctionsandactionsactionscctions in recent times have had telling imIm-ImIm-

pact

im-

pact

¬-

pact on the Native people as wellwellasas on the politicalpolitical-
sructure

political-
structurestructuresructure! in the State . This has been no mere rippleripple-
but

ripple-
butbut a good-sizedgoodsizedgood.sizedgoodsizedgood.sizedswellgoodsizedswell-. swell that has made the people ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska realize that the Native politicalpoliticalpotentialpotential is notnot-

to

not-

toto be takentokn, lightlyightly .
,

We wantwonl to point out , howeverhowehowevere'rer' *] that the politicalpolitical-

awareness

political-

awarenessawareness ofcfcfourofourour people is not yet complete , althoughalthough-

highly

although-

highlyhighly promising . The ASNAASNAofof Barrow has mademad. aa-

telling

a-

tellingtelling impression but it needs otherther Native groupsgral/psgralps/ andol1dol1d-

their
and-

theirtheir people to fall in behind it to sustainssustainstain the jmpetusimpetusimpetus-
Itit has started . We can not stress too highlyhighl)' thethlmpor-thlmporthlmport-
ance

;imporimpor-impor-
tance

¬-

tance of'of
'

Ft-itsFtitsit-itsit- need for assistance from other NativeNative-

organlxations

Native-

organizationsorganizationsorganlxations andnd the people theythef represent . TheTh , politipoliti-politi-
cal

politi-
cal

¬-

calcalawarenescalawarenessowarenesawarenesawareness , has come off the ground-agroundagro nd-anda- milestone;;, InIInIn-

thethe politicalpoliticopoliticallpoliticallefforts' effortseJforts ofofourour people . It diddidnotnot come aboutabout-

easily
about-

easilyeasily . It Is oa hard-wonhardwon- beginningbegil\nirbegilnir\ g that needs encourageencourage-encourage-
ment

encourage-

ment
-¬-

ment ondandandossistanceandassistanceassistanceossistance for it to become a truly functioningfunctionin-
gforceo

functionin-
gforceaforce-aforceaforce-oo- beginning thatthot can benefit our peoplep ople tremenrtremen., .

dously .,


