- Washington, D.C.
©'May 23, 1966" -
Rap. Miks Oravel
468 Aurora Drive
Ancherage, Alaska . -

Dear Mike: .

| have just read in the May -
6th -issue of Tundra Times o
report-of an interview which o
reporter . for thot  Fairbanks
newspaper had with you.

The. story .roports’ you as
stating  that the people .in
Fairbanks ‘‘seemed to think
that Rivers had done much. to
get the $4.6° million. federal
centennial bill passed.”
“.The story goes on to say:

*In ., this regard, ' Gravel
pointed to a recent issve of
‘Senator Gruening’s newsletter
which ‘stated that Repl Frank
Clark, of .Pennsylvania, was
the: one who carriéd the cen-
tennial  bill .on the floor' of
the house ond that Rivers had
assistad, . The article dlso
pointed out that the bill thot
passed ‘was. Sen. Bartlett's
senate bill‘cosauthored by
Gruening.”

‘Inasmuch as this report
leaves the implication that |
or ‘my newsletter might down-
grade - the ~ performance of
Ralph. Rivers in ‘connection
with the centennial legisla-
tion,. | think | should make it
clear to.you and to the Tundra
Times thot | consider Repre- °
sentative , Rivers's . achieve-
ment on the centennial ‘a truly
outstanding one. Evidence of
this is ‘o telegram which |
sent to' Ralph ' immediately
affer the House of Represen-
tatives had acted on the Al-
aska centennial bill. My mes-
sage was as follows:

*Heartiest congratulations
on your fremendous ochieve-
ment - in getting the Alaska
«centennial bill passed by the
House of Representatives fo-
day. Your victory is all the
more significant in view of the
many cuts which are being
made this year owing to the
war situation. | am porticu-
larly impressed- with the fact
that you were able to per-
svode ihe House fo pass fhe
bill at the $4.6 million level
which is $1 million more than
would be provided in the bill
which passed-the Senate atter
being whittled down.’

| have looked up the issve
of my weekly newsletter to
which your statement appar-
ently referred. | don’t see
how you could have interpret-
ed it as you did. . The item be-
gins as follows:

“Rep. Ralph J. Rivers (D-
Alaska) won a significant vic-
tory this week when. the Hoyse
of Representatives by a vote
of 202 to 173 passed his HiR.
9963 to authorize federal fi-
nancial -participdtion in the

" observance of the Alaska pur-
chase centennial,””

The only ‘reference to- Re-
presentative  Clark ‘was as
follows:

““Representative Rivers led
the “successful fight for pas-
sage of the bill, ossisted by
Rep. George H. Fallon (D-Md.),
the chairman : of - the House
Pubiié « Works =~ Committee;

" Rep. John Young (D:Tex.),
and Frank M: Clark (D-Pa.).”

Neither do | understand how
you-could quote my newsletfer
to.the effect that the bifl that
passed ‘was o Senate bill

) raiﬁot; “than R: "riimhﬁ\};i" -

Rivery's ‘billy  As you will
note from the material ‘quoted

_above, the bill. that passed in

the: House ‘was H.R. 9963 of
which' Representative Rivers
was the author, Because Re-
pre Rivers eud

ed in increasing ‘the federat
cenfennial - contribution ~ for
Alaska from the '$3,6 million
level provided for in the Sen-
‘ate bill to 4,6 millich, the
two measures later had to be
harmonized.. - This was ‘done
in_the Senate by amending S.
2614, a bill by Senator Bart-
lett and me which had already
passed, in such a way as to
i e federal financial
participatiori ‘“to the higher
figure for Which Ralph Rivers
ad won agreement in  the
House. The bill which passed,
however, ‘was -identical with
his H:R. 9963. The important
fact was that it increased the
federal centennial contribution
by $1 million, and this was at-
ttibutable wholly to Ralph

Rivers's effective-efforts.:

As you undoubtedly know,
an oppropriation matching this
authorization recently passed
both houses of Congress and
was signed last week by the
President. - :

With best wishes, | remain °

Cordially yours,

Ermest Gruening
U, S. Senate

cc: Editor, Tundra Times -
Hon. Ralph J. Rivers



