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InIn the winter Alaskans racemcemce-
theIr

race-
theirtheir sled dogs . In the sunsum-sumsum-

mer

sum-

mer
-

mer they race their ririver-riverriver-
boats

vel-velvel-
boata

"--

boataboats .

I entered my first officllliofficialofficllli-
race

official-
racerace on MemorialMemonal Day , thethe-
Fmrbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanksFmrbanks Businessman'sBusinessmansBusinessmanBusinessman's-
Race

' aa-
RaceRace . Although my husbandhusband-
Milton

husband-
MiltonMilton andond I have gonegune tas farfar-
from

far-
fromtornfrom FairbanksFmrbanks as Tanana bbyby-
n

by-
river

>:
nverrivern ver , racing turnedturnedoutout to bebe-
a

be-
aa horse of a different color .

AllAllofof the crew members ,

except me, were experiencedexperienced-
racers

experienced-
racersracers3 . It waswaa a good thing .

One of the chief differencesdifferences-
between

differences-
betweenbetween racing andandsimplesimplesimple-
cl'OBBCountry

simple-
crosscountrycross-countrycrosscountrycl'OBB-Countrycl'OBBclOBB'-- travelingtravel ing isIS-
that

is-
thatthat you can'tcant' stop for foulroulroul-
weather

foul-
weatherweather. When a hardhanihardrainrainminmin-
hi

rain-
hitshitshits you in the face at 3030-
miles

30-
milesmileamiles an hour , it feels like

little pelletspe\lpel\ ts of ice .

If you have glasses , itit-
smears

it-
smearssmears and you can'tcant' seesoo . IfIf-
you

If-
youyou don'tdont' have glassesgl asses , itIt-
gets

it-
getsgets m10in your eyes , and youyou-
can't

you-
can'tcan'tcant' see .

ItU takes an extremely exex-exex-
pl'rlenced

ex-
perienced

¬-
periencedpl'rlencedplrlencedpl'rlencednaVIgatorperiencednavigator' navigator to plungeplunge-
fu

plunge-
fulllullfullfuIIspeedfullspeedII speedspeedupup the trickytncky Ta-TaTo-ToTa-
nant

To-
none

Ta-
nana

---
nantnonenana River without beingbemg ableable-
sandbar

able-
sandbarsandbar , he'shes' almost sure toto-
hit

to-
hithit snagssnails or dnftwooddriftwood .

AnotherAnother differencedJfference in10 racingraclltgraclltg-
IS

racing-
isis that you simply cannot afaf-af-
ford

af-
ford

¬-
ford to have mechanicalmechanlmechanical-
trouble

calcal-
troubleroubletrouble( . EverythingEverythmg has to bebe-
perfecHr

be-
perfectorperfectperfecHrperfect-orperfector-or you have to bebe-
able

be-
ableable to make it do anyway .

At the last minute beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe start we discovered wewe-

didn't
we-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' have a gas tanktonk . TheThe-
motor

The-
motormotor diddJd have a fuel pump ,.

however , so Olive AndersonAnderson-
C.nllnu.d

Anderson-
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spent the entireenttre tnptrip on herher-
hands

her-
handshands and kneeskneea , holdingboldmg thethe-
gas

the-
gasgas linelint' intoIIltO theIbe gas inm thethe-
Jerry

the-
terryjerryterry cans .

The throttle had been ¬-rigng-ngng-
ged

ng-
ged

-
ged only minutesmmutes before thethe-

race
the-

racerace also-andalsoandaIsoandaIsoandItalsoanditso-andsoand- it fell off halfhal-halhalf-hal-

way

half-
way

'¬-

way to FairbanKHFmrbanKsFairbanas irom'OmOmfrom' Ne-NeNe-

nana
Ne-

nana
Ne-

nana
---

nana . And there were nono-
tools

no-
toolstools inIII the boat1hoatboatboat1-

The
'

TheThp pilot managed to getget-
thl

get-
thethethl' throttle put backbuck together ,.

butwt we lost a valuablevatu able ISHi15H-
immutes

15-

minutesminutesmmutes . In anotheranotl1er racemce , thatthat-
might

that-
mightmight havehavl' been serious .

The real thnllthrillthnllofthrillofof racingracmg is ,

of course, tryingIl'ymgIlymg' to beat thevthethe-

oUler

the-

otherotheroUler boatshoata . The excitementeXCitementeXCitemen-
treaches

excitement-
reachesreaches its highest peak justJust-
when

just-
whenwhen you pass orot get passed .

'-when
w-

hen''- This is also a timettme whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe water is apt to be extremeextrempextreme-extreme-
ly

.-¬

lyIy rough . A littlehWe too much-

excitement
muchmuch-

excitementexcitement just) ust thenthm couldcould-
easily

could-
easilyeasily flipthp a fast boat .

'ToTo'. To gain speedpeedspeedanan experiexpen-expenexperi-expen-
eneed

experi-
enced

¬-

encedeneed pilot uses many tricks ..
One is to use all the shortshort-¬--

cutscuts-IbecutsIbecuts-thethe-- the sloughs , where
water IBis dead . This can bebe-
dMgerous

be-
dangerousdangerousdMgerous . If the water isIS-

not
is-

notnot deep enough a boathoat maymay-
get

may-
getget stuck , or may damagedamagt' theIbeIbe-
propeller

the-
propellerpropeller . And some of thethe-
sloughs

the-
sloughssloughs are longer thanIban thethel-

Oalll
the-

mainmainlOalll cnaiiuelcnwml'icnwmlicaunuel'..
But experiencet'xpertencctxpertencc' proved itsIts-

worth
its-

worthworth in thisibis race , when allall-
uatlVl

all-
nativenativeuatlVl' crews who use thethlthe-
over 'nverovern ver regularlyl\JlJ\gu I arl y won the race .

ThlThe' real test wIll btbe> tIllthe' YuYu-YuYu-

kon

.-
kon 800 , au marathon fromfrom-
Fairbanks

from-
FairbanksFairbanks to Ruby andandreturnreturn .

The Yukon 800 is onlyooly twotwo-
weekli

two-
weeksweeksweekli away now ( JuneJurll' 1818-
and

18-
andand 19)19)) , and thethl:' Class BB-

boats
B-

boatsboats may carry women inIn-

their
in-

theirtheir race to Minto and back .

I wonder how many sandbarssndbarssandbarssandbars-
there

ndbarst-
herethere are between here andand-
Mnto

and-

MintonMintoMntoMinton! ? . . .


