
Native Land Problems Spurs
to Run for Election

"II" believebeheve the NativeNabve peoplepeople-
areare beginningbegmning to respect eduedu-edu-
cation

edu-

cation
-¬-

cation and this is an opporoppor-oppor-
tu

oppor-

tunity
-¬-

tunitytulty , 1I thinkthmk , to mokemake aII realrelll

choice in the type of reprerepre-repre-
sentabon

repre-
sentation

--¬

sentationsentabon they wantWWlt , " saidBaldBald-
Wilham

said-
WilliamWilliamWilham Hensley .

Hensley is an Eskimo from&omom&om-

Kotzebue
from-

Kotzebue
&

Kotzebue who filed last weekweek-

to

week-

toto run for the State HouseHoose ofof-
R

of-
RepresentativesRepresentativesR resentst1ves from DisDllrDie-DieDllr-
trlCt

Die-
trict

¬-
tricttrlCt 17 . The district includesIncludes-
Buckland

includes-
BucklandBuckland , KotzebueKo bue , Noorvilc-NoorvilcNoomlt-NoomltNoorvikNoorvilc-
KobukSelawik

Noomlt-
Kobuk8elawik

Noorvik-
KobukSelawik

-
Kobuk-SelawikKobukSelawikKobuk-8elawik8elawik-- area ,. Kiva-KivaKlva-KlvaKiva-
ImaNoatak

Klva-
lmaNoatsk

Kiva-
linaNoatak

-

Ima-NoatakImaNoataklma-NoatsklmaNoatsklina-Noataklina-- , and Point Hope-HopeIlope-IlopeHope-
WainwrightrAnaktuvuk

Hope-
WainwrightAnaktuvuk

Ilope-
WainwrightAnaktuvuk

---

WainwrightrAnaktuvukWainwright-AnaktuvukWainwrightAnaktuvuk-- Pass-PassPass-
Barrow

PassB-
arrow

Pass-
Barrow

--
Barrow area.

"II" do not feel that I can dodo-

anything

do-

anythinganything alonealal1neIalone-talonet1neIwouldalonetwould1ne-I1neI< -1 wouldwouldnotnotnot-
try

not-
trytry to do anything alone . I1 ,

or anyoneWlyone else , need the supsUP-sUP-
port

sup-
port

-¬-

port of the older generationgeneration-
and

generation-
andand their leadership as wellwell-
as

well-
asas theIlle younger people , ofof-
course

of-
coursecourse , " Hensley addedadder! .

He said that the NativeNatINative-
people

vcvc-
peoplepeoplepeoplein'nnin%' n the areallrell hitwhavehu ", notnot-
been

not-
beenbeen g\'tbngg'tbngtbnggetting\' effecteffective. ve repfrepre-reprerepre-
sentation

( -
Jntationsentationsen tstlon inm the pastpllS t...

"II"1 thinkthmk they are ready toto-
eleot

to-
electelecteleot a man who can actuallyactually-
gogo out and fight for them downdown-
in

down-
inin Juneau , " Hensley concon-con-
tinued

con-
tinued

¬-

tinued . "TheyThey" are realizingrealizing-
that

realizing-
thatthat their area is changingchanglllgchanglllg-

and

changing-

andand developing andnnd , I think ,

theythe ' are ready to elect somesome-some-
one

some-
one

-¬

one who is capablecapaWe ofofrerere-re-re-
presenting

re-

presenting
¬-

presenting themIllem . " ,
Bill Hensley made a trip toto-

Kotzebue
to-

KotzebueKotzebue and Nome last weekweek-
to

week-
toto feel out the politicalpolihcnlpolihcnlclipoliticalcliclicli-clicli-
mate

cli-
mate

¬-
mate inI those localitieslocallues . HeHe-
8IIld

He-

saidsaid8IIld he didn'tdidnt' do much inin-
Nome

in-
NomeNome .. He was there to filefile-
WId

file-
andandWId to look into the mediamedia-
through

media-
throughthrough which to reach thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople inIn1l1age8villages\1l1age81l1age8\' .

He attended a meeting atat-
Kotzebue

at-
KotzebueKotzebue of about 5050oror 6060-
people

60-
peoplepeople and talked at length

about politics andWId the landland-

sJtual.1on

land-

situationsituationsJtual.1onsJtual1on. of the Native peoplepeople-
Inin Alaska .

Hensley said on his anan-anan-
nouncement

an-
nouncement

¬-
nouncement May 27Z that oneooeooe-
of

one-
ofof his main reasons for enterenter-enter-
Ing

enter-
ing

-¬-

ing the politicalpohtIcalpohtIcalracepoliticalracerace was thethe-
land

the-
landland problems of the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople .

"WeWe" have a unique situasitus-situssitua-situs-
bon

situa-
tion

-¬-

tionbon in Alaska in regard toto-
land

to-
landland use ,. for one thing , andand-
climat

and-
climateclimateclimatclimateandand cultures of ourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople ,." he saids81d . "II" wouldwould-
hope

would-
hopehope that Native people cancan-
get

can-
getget complete title to areas ofof-
land

of-
landland which they use andand-

occupy

and-

occupyoccupy .

"HavingHaving" control of the landlan-
dI

land-

ininI which we livehve will allow usus-
to

us-
toto develop at the speed andIUldacidIUl-
d1Ianner

acid-

mannermanner1\Ianner1Ianner\ which we can set forfor-

ourRelvl'B

for-

ourselvesourselvesourRelvl'BourRelvlB' .

"AmericaAmerica"AmencIIAmencII" heretoforehon.tolorehontolore.
," hehe-

cmtlnued
he-

continued"hascontinuedcmtlnuedcontinued"hascontinuedhas( , "hashas"haBhaB" pushed thethe-
uAA.ml1utJon

the-
assimilationiiRRimilntJonuAA.ml1utJonuAAml1utJonassimilation. ofofculturallvofculturallyculturallyculturallv difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-

ferent people intomto the so-soso-
called

so-
called

so-
called

--
called AmericanAmencan mainstreammamstreammamstream-
of

mainstream-
ofof-ofoflifeof-. life without givingglvmg thosethose-
people

those-
peoplepeople a choice in the type ofof-
hfe

of-
lifelifehfe they wish to live .

"TlieTlie"TheThe"TireTire" American Indian andand-

the

and-

thethe ArushMdshAmish people , for inm-min-inm-
stance

in-
stance

¬-
stance , andWIdWIdotherandotherother groups ofof-
people

of-
peoplepeople who were culturallyculturally-
different

culturally-
differentdifferent had very difficultdifficult-
times

difficult-
timestimes tryingtrymg to maintainmaintam theirtheir-
identity

their-
identityidentity . The essence of aa-
democracy

a-
democracydemocracy , I feel , is a choicechOIce-
ooe

choice-
oneoneooe has to determine theIlleIlle-
course

the-
coursecourse of hishi s future .

"TheThe" ownership of land is181-
8part

is-
partpart of all this . We'dWed' be ableable-
tfl

able-
totflto hllVAhave Ua l>TPutgreat "artartpart" Iin ththe. ripd.('- '
velopmentvelopmentvelopmentofof our futurefuture-
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through
)

through the responsibilitiesresponsibilities-
ofof land ownership.

"InsteadInstead" ofototstartingofstartingstarting at. thethe-
bottom

the-
bottombottom withwithnono landtland Ownerowner-, owner-
ship

wne .-¬
ship ,. we can ataristart., with naturnatut-natutnatur-natut-
aI

natur-
al

-¬-
alaI resources that amare knownknown-
to

known-
toto be existing>sting in our lands-landsJ\lIIda-JlIIdalands-
we

JlIIda-
we

lands-
we \ --
we can develop them with thethe-
I18sistance

the-
assistanceassistanceI18sistance of technicallytechnically-
competent

technically-
competentcompetent people ,. , forCor ourout-outour-ourout-
selves

our-
selves

-¬-
selves ,. as well aa8as&8bethe\bebe\ statestotestate-
asaa88as a whole., , ,

"II" wouldwollld like to eeefleetee our0IIl., involved in the: making
decisions that affectatTeet them .,
would be activelyactivelq involved

the development of our own
whichwhichwouldwouldwouldalsoalsoal/lOallO/ be

great benefit to the statestl1 l."'
Hensley cited the example

the village of Tyonek'l'yoneklyonek' that
been ableflble to develop enen-en-¬-

throughthroQgh itsIta own efef-eR¬-
and,;; andld through thetl\etle\ help ofor

(' />icalicalassistanceassistance88siitance! . .

LookingtAokJngLookingforwardforwardfOlWard to thetheelec-theelec,elecelee-eleeelee-
on

-¬-
on ,. HensleyHeI\sleyHeIsleyHeIsleylaid\ laid/laidpaid/ :

"IfIf"' I'mImI'niIni'' elected , I1I'wouldIwould'wouldwould' be
to devote., a greatlll'eatllleat' part of

time for1fortf the interest of
people'people'poopleJpoopleJ'

,. in mylIlYtoy districtdlltrict.1dlltrict1diattictIIl.} ) f{
d be availableavailablei! toto"betobeto-betobe"- ,ba., of

to/totoanyto/' anyanyianyvillage, 'village1-'village1village1village'villagei' '-
henever I'mIm' calleduponcalled upon to

sofroeo.."


