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I letters
lettersLanguage

I

LanguageLanluale!; !;
LanguageShishmaref

Shishmaref , Ak . 9977299772-
April

99772-
AprilApril 26,197926197926,1979-

Dear

,

Dear Editor :

AllAIl dff us are fortunateCortunate toto-

be

to-

bebe living here in Alaska andand-

in

and-

inin America , especially where wewe-

all
we-

allall have the freedom to exprexpr-expr-

ess

¬.-

ess ourselves , be it by letters ,

newspapers and other meansmeans-

oC

means-

ofofoC the media .

As a Inupiaq , I have beenbeen-

concerned
been-

concernedconcerned about my culture andand-

dialect
and-

dialectdialect and how this generagenera-genera-

tion
genera-

tion
¬-

tion of Inupiaqs are trying toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve all ofoC its traditionaltraditional-
values

traditional-
valuesvalues , customs , language , etc .

I believe that we InupiaqsInupiagsInupiaqs-
should

Inupiags-
shouldshould unite and make a concon-con-

certed
con-

certed
¬-

certed effortefCort to preserve andand-

record
and-

recordrecord all ofoC our traditions ,,
customs and most importantly-importantlyimportantly-
our

-

our dialects . All throughthrou h thethe-
ages

the-
agesages , our peoples have sursur-sur-

vived

sur-

vived

¬-

vived the harsh climate and oneonone-

way
(!

way our ancestors passed on thethe-

knowledge
the-

knowledgeknowledge ofoC SurvivalSurvivalwaswas byby-

orally
by-

orallyorally passing on stories , sursur-sur-

vival
sur-

vival
¬-

vival knowledge and instrucinstruc-instruc-
tions

instruc-
tions

¬-

tions , etc . , and our nativenative-

dialects
native-

dialectsdialects were used asasherethere\hereherethere-
were

\here-

werewere no written materials toto-

go
to-

gogobygo by .

In our history books , wewe-

know
we-

knowknow that certain countriescountries-
first

countries-
firstfirst eliminatedeliminatedoror tried to forfor-for-

bid
¬.-

bid any nation fromCrom speakingspeaking-
and

speaking-
andand writing its mother dialectdialect-
inin order to control the nationnation-
and

nation-
andand that is always a part of aa-

dominating
a-

dominatingdominating government'sgovernments' or lealea-lealea-

der's
lea-

der's
¬-

der'sders' strategy to completely concon-con-

trol
¬.-

trol or take over a minorityminority-
nation

minority-
nationnation or groups of people .

As Inupiaqs , we all shouldshould-
strive

should-
strivestrive to preserve our languageslanguages-
and

languages-
andand teach our young peoplepeople-
toto speak and write our dialectsdialects-
soso that they willwillnotnot go to aa-

library
a-

librarylibrary and check out a "HowHow"How-
To

"How-
To

"
To" book in speaking a lanlan-lanlan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬-

guage .

I ask that whoever reads thisthis-

letter
this-

letterletter to be aware and give supsup-sup-

port
sup-

port
¬-

port to any programs , people ,

etc . , in preserving , teaching ,

writing and recording our nativenative-

dialects
native-

dialectsdialects here in Alaska .

Sincerely ,

Albert A . Ningeulook

I letters
lettersRural

I

RuralRural8choolsRuralschoolsschools8chools
schoolsAleutianPribilof

Aleutian/PribilofAleutianPribilofAleutian/PribllofPribllof/
AleutianPribllofIslandsAleutianPribilofIslands
Islands Asso.JncAssoJncAssoInc.,, .

Dear Mr . Smith :

Your letter and petition arar-arar-

rived
ar-

rived
¬-

rived at my home address lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth and I have given themthem-

aa great deal 6fof thought . I amam-

responding
am-

respondingresponding from several pointspoints-
oC

points-
ofofoCoCviewofviewview : 1)1) as a parent ofoC sevsev-sev-

eral
sev-

eral
¬-

eral children who were educatededucated-
inin a small ( under 100 students)

rural Alaskan high school ; 2)22)-

as
2)-

as
)

as one who has been involvedInvolved-

inin the field ofoC Alaskan eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation since 1965 : in the day toto-

day
to-

dayday operation ofoC that samesame-

small
same-

smallsmall Alaskan high schoolschoolwhi( whiwhi-whi-

ch
whi-

ch
¬-

ch under your plan wouldwould-

apparently
would-

apparentlyapparently no longer be perper-per-

mitted
per-

mitted
¬-

mitted to exist ) , as a membermember-
of

member-
ofof the State Operated SchoolSchool-
Board

School-
BoardBoard which became the BoardBoard-

of
Board-

ofof the Unorganized BoroughBorough-
School

Borough-
SchoolSchool District during thethefinal.finalfinal-final.,- final-

year
final-

yearyear ofoC the State OperatedOperated-
School

Operated-
SchoolSchool System , and as a RegionRegion-Region-

al

¬-

al Coordinator for the StateState-

Deparment
State-

DeparmentDeparment of Education in thethe-

implementation
the-

implementationimplementation of Senate Bill
35 ( decentralizationderentralizatlo:1derentralizatlo1: of statestate-

operated
state-

operatedoperated schools ) ; and 3)3) asas-

education
as-

educationeducation Director ofoC a nonnon-non-

profit
non-

profit
¬-

profit Native corporation servingserving-

the
serving-

thethe small andandwidelywidely scatteredscattered-
population

scattered-
populationpopulation ofoC the most inacinac-inac-

cessible
inac-

cessible
¬-

cessible region ofoC our state , thethe-

AleutianPribiloC
the-

AleutianPribilofAleutian/PribilofAleutianPribilofAleutian/PribiloCPribiloC/ Islands . FromFrom-

all
From-

allall of these viewpoints I feelCeelCee-

lqualified
feel-

qualifiedqualified to offeroCCer my comcom-com-
ments

¬.-

ments .

Unlike many of your cricri-cricri-

tics
¬.-

tics , I consider youfyour crusadecrusade-

to
crusade-

toto be a sincere and well-inwellinwell-in-wellin-
tentioned

wellin-
tentioned

- ¬-

tentioned , although misdirectedmisdirected-
efCort

misdirected-
efforteffortefCort to cut down onqn statestate-

spending
state-

spendingspending rather than statementstatement-
ofof bias or prejudice . I agree withwith-

you
with-

youyou that "therethere" has to be aa-

better
a-

betterbetter way ! " However , youryour-
proposal

your-
proposalproposal does not present aa-

better
a-

betterbetter way .

The right ofoC rural AlaskanAlaskan-

young
Alaskan-

youngyoung people to bebeeducatededucated-educatededucated-
in

-
in their own villagesvillaJes! is a hardhard-

wonwon right forCor which countcount-count-
less

count-
less

¬-

less people labored , sacrificedsacrificed-
and

sacrificed-
andand agonized for many years .

Parents in urban situations cancan-can-
not

¬.-

not fully appreciate the familyCamilyCamil-
ydisruption

family-
disruptiondisruption , fragmentationCragmentation andand-
anguish

and-
anguishanguish sufferedsuCfered by rural parents

I letterslettersan-

d
I

and their children resulting fromCromCrom-

the
from-

thethe uprooting of the youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople fromCrom the home environenviron-environ-
ment

¬.-

ment , usually at ages when theythey-

most
they-

mostmost need a strong cohesivecohesive-
supportive

cohesive-
supportivesupportive familyCamlly unit . ThereThere-

are
There-

areare fewCew issues as emotionallyemotionally-
charged

emotionally-
chargedcharged as that of communitycommunity-
schools

community-
schoolsschools . Here in Anchorage parpar-par-

ents
¬.-

ents throw tantrums and bringbring-
law

bring-
lawlaw suits over threatened schoolschool-
closures

school-
closuresclosures which may mean thatthat-
their

that-
theirtheir children will attendIIttend aa-

school
a-

schoolschool a few blocks fartherfarther-
away

farther-
awayaway fromCrom their homes ; ruralrural-

families
rural-

familiesfamilies have enduredenduredenforcedenforcedenforced-
sepaJ,8tions

enforced-
separationsseparationssepaJ,8tionssepaJ8tions;, forCor all too manymany-

years
many-

yearsyears . I have been in smallsmall-

villages
small-

villagesvillages of interior Alaska thethe-

day
the-

dayday the children leftIe Ct ,. herded byby-

the
by-

thethe BIA'sBIAs'' pied piper aboardaboard-
planes

aboard-
planesplanes that removed them fromCromCrom-

their
from-

theirtheir familiesCamilies and their comcom-com-

munities
com-

munities
¬-

munities for eight or nine monmon-mon-

ths
mon-

ths
¬-

ths at a time . It was the saddestsaddest-
day

saddest-
dayday ofoC the year in those vilviivil-vilvil-

lages
¬.-

lages . Until the landmark dede-dede-

cision
de-

cision
¬-

cision ofoC the Hootch case , nono-

one
no-

oneone had any choice in the matmat-mat-

ter
mat-

ter
¬-

ter .

OfOC course there are inherentInherent-
weaknesses

inherent-
weaknessesweaknesses in the present sysy-sysy-

stem
¬.-

stem , tremendous problems facCac-Cacfac-Ca-

ced

fac-

ed
¬-

ed by such small high schools .

There will always be problems .

. There will also always be propro-pro-

blems
pro-

blems
¬-

blems with large high schools ,
and with any and every enterenter-enter-
prise

¬.- ,
prise involving people and-andanddolancdolananc ),-dol-dol- doldol-

lars
¬.-

lars . It is too soon to formCorm anyany-

conclusions
any-

conclusionsconclusions about the effectiveeCfective-eCfectiveeffective-eCfective-

ness
effective-

ness

¬-

ness , success or failure ofoC thesethese-

schools
these-

schoolsschools .. Educational analystsanalysts-
and

analysts-
andand accountants are engaged ,. inIn-

this
in-

thisthis sort ofoC exercise . Those ofoCoC-

us
of-

usus who work with the youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople who have been and areare-

being
are-

beingbeing so arbitrarily shifted , herdherd-herd-

ed
herd-

ed
¬-

ed , moved , disrupted , see itIt-

from
it-

fromfrom a broader perspective .

Basically we believe that thethe-

cost
the-

costcost in damage to human liveslives-

hBJi

lives-

hashashBJi been far too high , a costcost-

against
cost-

againstagainst whichwhichthe-thethe.the-. state'sstates' exeX-eX-

penditures
ex-

penditures
: ¬-

penditures ofoC dollars forCor vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage schools stacks up like aa-

tiny
a-

tinytiny drop in a huge bucket .

Some things are beyoncjbeyondbeyon thethe-

measurement
the-

measurementmeasurement of the dollar sign .

Under law the statestatestatemakesmakesmakes-

education
makes-

educationeducation of its young peoplepeople-
compulsory

people-
compulsorycompulsory ; the state shouldshould-
thereCore

should-
thereforethereforethereCore be prepared to bearbear-

the
bear-

thethe necessary costs . What betterbetter-
investment

better-
investmentinvestment ofoC state funds thanthan-

See

than-

See(See LETTERS Page Twelve )



LettersLettersCont-
inued( Continued from Page Two )

in111 the education of the childrenchildren-
who

children-
whowho areart> goingg01l1g to be runningrunning-

tht
running-

thethetht> showhow sooner than wewt> thins9thinsthins9-

Of

?

Of coursecourSI' therethprp must bebe-

Iwtter

be-

betterbetterIwtter ways -- - whateverwhatpvt> r theytlwytlwy-

might

they-

mightmight behIhe' --- and improvementsImproVl'mentsImproVlmentsImproVl'ment-
san

improvements-
are 'arcanare' beingbl'lI1gbllI1g' deviseddevlst>d constantlyconstanconstantly-

But

tlytly-

ButBut your planpldn is nutIwtnot a betterhl'ltl'rhlltlrhl'ltl'r-
way

better-
way ' '
way It isI a regressionregn"MonregnMon" to aa-

'ItuatlOn

a-

situationsituation'ItuatlOnItuatlOn' that waswa unjust , in1111-

11I'qultabll

In-

equitableequitableI'qultabllIqultabll' ' , inhumanemhumarH' , destrucdestruc-dldestruc-

tive
' truc-tructrucI-

Vl

¬-

tive[ IVl", andarid far too costlycotly, in11111-

1human

in-

humanhuman termstprmterms-
Sincerely

terms-
Sincerely

,
SincerelySmcerely yoursyour" ,

Carol A . PhillipsPhillip,


